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lialpl)  fioigter  pointer. 

JEatfyero  JEerggreeke. 

<?latogit  dooblttck,  affianced  to  Dame  Cujlance. 

^rigtram  ^rustte,  his  friend. 

pobinet  pougljtte,  ‘ boy  ’ to  Roifler  Doifter. 

Snip  erne,  feruant  to  Dame  Cujlance. 
J§gm  Jlrtregbg,  feruant  to  Goodluck. 

^crittener. 

Harpax. 


Dame  (Styrtettatt  (Stance,  a widow. 
JEargerie  JEtxmblecntgt,  her  nurfe. 
STibet  cftalk  apace,  ) 

_ A _ > her  7naidens. 

Iinnot  Jtlgface,  J 


Time.  About  Two  days . 

Scene.  Not  indicated:  ? London. 


M.  0.  T. 


j Ud  / r-o 

f A brief  Note  of  the  Life,  Works,  and  Times 

of 

NICHOLAS  UDALL,  m.a. 

Teacher,  Dramatift,  Tranflator,  Preacher. 

In  succession  Master  of  Eton  College,  Rector  of  Braintree,  Prebend  of 
Windsor,  Rector  of  Calborne,  and  Master  of  Westminster  School. 


* Probable  or  approximate  dates. 

There  are  materials  extant  for  a good  Life  of  Udall.  Meanwhile  there  is 
Mr.  Cooper’s  excellent  Memoir  in  the  Shakespeare  Society's  reprint  of  Ralph 
Roister  Doister  [see  No.  5 on  p.  8];  and  Anthony  a-Wood’s  account  of  him, 
Ath.  Oxon.  i.  211.  Ed.  1813. 

1485.  &u g.  22.  fffmrg  UI5.  becomes  lung. 

*1504.  Nicholas  Udall . . . was  born  in  Hampshire,  and  descended 

from  those  of  his  name,  living  sometimes  at  Wykeham  in  the 
same  county. — Wood. 

1509.  8pril  22.  f^enrg  UIE5.  begins  to  reign. 

1520.  June  18.  aet.  14.  Admitted  scholar  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford. 
1524.  May  30.  aet.  18.  Takes  his  B.  A.  [ Wood,  Fasti  Oxon.,  i.  65,  Ed.  1815.] 
Sept.  3.  Elected  Probationer  Fellow  of  his  College. 

1533.  May.  Royal  MS.  18  A.  Ixiv.  p.  275,  has  two  titles.  (1)  Versis 
Whitsun  Eve.  and  dities  made  at  the  coronation  of  queen  Anne.  (2.)  Here- 

aet.  27.  after  ensuethe  a copie  of  diuers  and  sundry  verses  aswell  in 
latin  as  in  Englishe  deuised  and  made  partely  by  Iohn  leland 
and  partely  by  Nicholas  Vuedale  whereof  sum  were  sette  vp 
and  sum  were  spoken  and  pronounced  vnto  the  most  high  and 
excellente  Quene  the  ladie  Anne,  wif  vnto  our  sourain  lorde 
King  Henry  the  eight  in  many  goodly  and  costely  pageauntes 
exhibited  and  shewed  by  the  mayre  and  citizens  of  the  famous 
citie  of  london  at  first  tyme  as  hir  grace  rode  from  the  Towre 
of  London  through  the  said  citie  to  hir  most  glorious  corona- 
tion at  the  monasterie  of  Westminster  on  Whitson  yeue  in  th 
xxvth  yere  of  the  raigne  of  our  said  soueraigne  lorde. 

^ ' The  Rev.  Dr.  Goodford,  the  present  Provost  of  Eton,  has  most  kindly 
c - afforded  me  interesting  information  obtained  by  him  from  the  MS.  records 
of  the  College;  viz.,  the  Audit  Rolls  and  the  Bursar’s  Books,  respecting 
Udall’s  connection  with  Eton. 

The  salary  of  the  Master  at  Eton  was  then  £\o  a year,  or  fifty  shillings 
for  each  of  the  four  terms.  In  addition,  he  received  20s.  for  his  ‘ livery,’ 
and  other  small  sums,  as  for  obits  (i.e.  attending  masses  for  the  dead)  [e.g. 
Udall  received  for  obits,  14s.  8d.  in  1535,  and  the  same  in  1536];  and  for 
candles  and  ink  for  the  boys  [<?.£•.  Udall  received  for  these  purposes,  23s.  4d. 
in  1537,  and  the  same  in  1538.]  If  the  assumed  multiple  of  13  truly  express 
the  relatively  greater  purchasing  power  of  gold  and  silver  more  then  than 
now  : the  salary  and  emoluments  cannot  be  considered  excessive. 

1534.  June  19.  Udall  takes  his  M.A.  [Wood,  Fasti.,  i.  98.] 

I534‘I543-  Udall’s  name  occurs  in  the  Records  spelt  indifferently 

aet.  Woddall,  Woodall  or  Udall.  His  name  first  appears  in  26 

Henry  VIII.,  1534,  when  his  predecessor  Dr.  Richard  Coxe 
was  paid  salary  for  three  terms,  and  Udall  received  50s.  for 
the  fourth,  his  first  term.  The  payments  continue  on  regularly 
so  far  as  the  books  are  extant,  up  to  1541.  The  Records  for 
1542  are  missing.  It  was  in  March  1543  that  occurred  the 
robbery  of  silver  images  and  other  plate  by  two  Eton  scholars, 
J.  Hoorde  and  T.  Cheney,  connived  at  by  Udall’s  servant 
Gregory,  which  resulted  in  Udall’s  losing  his  place. 

‘ Thomas  Tusser,  gentleman,’  in  The  AuthoS*  Life  added 
to  his  Fiuehundreth  points  of  good  husbandrie,  1573,  4to,  thus 
writes,  but  without  giving  any  date,  of  Udall’s  use  of  the  rod  ; 
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Note  as  to  Nicholas  Udall. 


1537-  Sept.  27. 


From  Powles  I went,  to  Aeton  sent, 

To  Iearne  straight  wayes,  the  Latin  phraise. 
Where  fiftie  three  stripes  giuen  to  mee, 
at  once  I had : 

For  faut  but  small,  or  none  at  all, 

It  came  to  passe,  thus  beat  I was, 

See  Udall  see,  the  mercy  of  thee, 
to  mee  poore  lad. 

Is  made  Vicar  of  Braintree.  Newcourt,  Rep.  ii.  89. 


Udall  publishes  a translation  of  the  3rd  and  4th  books  of 
Erasmus*  A pophthegms. 

*1543.  Cott.  MS.  Titus , B.  viii.  p.  371,  is  a long  letter,  undated 

and  unaddressed,  to  some  one,  as  to  ‘ my  restitution  to  the 
roume  of  Scholemaister  in  Eton.  ’ 

1544.  Dec.  14.  Resigns  the  Vicarship  of  Braintree.  Newcourt,  idem. 
1542-1545.  He  is  engaged  with  the  Princess,  afterwards  Queen  Mary 

and  others  in  translating  Erasmus’  Paraphrase  0/  the  New 
Testament  into  English. 

‘ 1545,  Sept.  30,  at  London,’  date  of  his  Preface  to  Lake. 

In  his  Pref.  to  John,  partly  translated  by  Princess  Mary,  partly  by  Rev. 
F.  Malet,  D.D. ; Udall  gives  us  the  following  account  of  female  education  in 
his  day:  which  can  only,  however,  apply  to  a few  women,  like  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  and  Lady  Jane  Grey.  ‘ But  nowe  in  this  gracious  and  blisseful  tyme  of 
knowledge,  in  whiche  it  hath  pleased  almightye  God  to  reuele  and  shewe  abrode 
the  lyght  of  his  moste  holye  ghospell : what  a noumbre  is  there  of  noble  women 
(especially  here  in  this  realme  of  Englande,)  yea  and  howe  many  in  the  yeares 
of  tender  vyrginitiee,  not  only  aswel  seen  and  as  familiarly  trade  in  the  Latine 
and  Greke  tounges,  as  in  theyr  owne  mother  language : but  also  both  in  all 
kindes  of  prophane  litterature,  and  liberall  artes,  exactely  studied  and  exer- 
cised, and  in  the  holy  Scriptures  and  Theologie  so  ripe,  that  they  are  able 
aptely  cunnyngly,  and  with  much  grace  eyther  to  indicte  or  translate  into  the 
vulgare  tongue,  for  the  publique  instruccion  and  edifying  of  the  vnlearned 
multitude.  . . . It  is  nowe  no  newes  in  Englande  to  see  young  damisels  in 
nobles  houses  and  in  the  Courtes  of  Princes,  in  stede  of  cardes  and  other  instru- 
mentes  of  idle  trifleyng,  to  haue  continually  in  her  handes,  eyther  Psalmes, 
Omelies,  and  other  deuoute  meditacions,  or  elles  Paules  Epistles,  or  some 
booke  of  holye  Scripture  matiers  : and  as  familiarlye  both  to  reade  or  reason 
thereof  in  Greke,  Latine,  Frenche,  or  Italian,  as  in  Englishe.’ 


1547.  3an.  28.  lEbtoarb  UE.  ascentis  tfje  throne. 

‘1552.  July  20.  At  Windsor.’  The  date  of  Udall’s  preface  to  the  translation 
by  himself  and  others,  of  T.  Gemini’s  A natomy. 


1554.  Dec.  3. 


x555- 

1556.  Nov. 
1556.  Dec. 

23- 


1553,  3ulg  6.  JSlarg  gucccebg  to  tfje  croton. 

Date  of  a warrant  dormer  from  the  Queen  to  the  Master  of 
her  Revels.  [Reprinted  in  The  Loseley  MSS.  Ed.  by  A.  J. 
Kempe,  F.S.A.  London.  1836.]  The  warrant  runs  thus — 
‘Whereas  our  welbeloued  Nicholas  Udall  hath  at  soondrie 
seasons  convenient  heretofore  shewed  and  myndeth  hereafter 
to  shewe  his  diligence  in  setting  foorth  of  Dialogues  and  En- 
terludes  before  us  fo’  ou’  regell  disporte  and  recreacion.’  . . . 
And  then  goes  on  to  authorize  the  loan  of  apparel  for  those 
purposes.  Did  the  popularity  of  the  Dramatist,  and  her  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him,  since  they  had  worked  .together 
on  Erasmus’  Paraphrase,  lead  the  Queen  to  condone  the 
intense  Protestantism  of  the  Preacher,  even  to  the  continuing 
of  him  in  favour?  Udall  and  Ascham,  two  noted  Protestants, 
are  both  favoured  by  Mary. 

Udall  is  appointed  Master  of  Westminster  School,  and  so  con- 
tinues until  Mary  re-establishes  the  Monastery  at  Westminster. 

Udall  dies. 

He  is  buried  in  St.  Margaret’s,  Westminster.  Cooper,  as 
above. 


ROISTER  DOISTER. 


INTRODUCTION. 

HE  author  and  early  date  of  the  prefent  Comedy  are 
ascertained  by  a quotation  in  Sir  Thomas  Wilfon’ s 
Rule  of  Reaf on  of  Roifter  Doifter’s  letter  to  Dame 
Cuflance. 

The  firfl  edition  of  the  Rule  of  Recif on,  1550-1,  is 
a very  fcarce  work  ; of  which  I have  been  unable  to  fee  a copy. 
The  fecond  edition,  1552,  8vo,  ‘newely  corrected  by  Thomas 
VvilfonJ  has  not  the  quotation : which  apparently  firfl  appears  in 
the  third  edition  of  1553,  4to,  the  title  of  which  runs,  “ The  Rule 
of  Reafon,  conteinyng  the  Arte  of  Logique.  Sette  furthe  in 
Englifhe,  and  newly  corrected  by  Thomas  Wilfon.  Anno 
Domini.  M.D.LIII.  Menfe  Ianuarij.” 

At  folio  66  of  this  edition,  Wilfon,  in  treating  of  The  Ambiguitie, 
adds  to  his  previous  examples,  Roifter  Doifter’s  letter,  with  the 
following  heading  : 

C An  example  of  soche  doubtful  writing,  whiche  by  reason  of 
poincting  maie  haue  double  sense,  and  contrarie 
meaning,  taken  out  of  an  entrelude 
made  by  Nicolas  Vdal. 

The  prefent  comedy  was  therefore  undoubtedly  written  before 
the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  who  died  6 July  1553. 

If  it  was  then  printed,  that  entire  edition  has  perifhed.  The 
prayer  for  the  Queen  at  p.  86,  can  be  for  no  other  than  Queen 
Elizabeth  : and  therefore,  although  the  title-page  is  wanting  and 
there  is  no  conclufive  allufion  in  the  play,  it  may  confidently  be 
believed  that  the  extant  text  was  printed  in  Elizabeth’s  reign  : 
and  that  it  had  poffibly  in  some  refpe<5ls  been  modified. 

There  now  comes  the  evidence  of  the  Stationers  Co.’s  Regifter,. 
as  quoted  by  Mr.  Collier,  Extracts,  i.  154,  Ed.  1848  : 

Rd  of  Thomas  Hackett,  for  hys  lycense  for  pryntinge  of  a play  intituled 
Rauf  Ruyster  Duster,  &c iiijd 

The  miffing  title-page  and  the  abfence  of  any  colophon  in  the 
Eton  copy,  here  reprinted,  preclude  demonftrative  proof  that  it 
is  one  of  Hackett’s  edition.  It  is  however  morally  certain  that 
it  does  reprefent  that  text. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  though  that  text  was  pofthumous — 
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Udali  having  died  in  Dec.  1556 — : and  though  its  authorfhip 
refts  entirely  on  the  above  heading  of  Wilfon’s  quotation : it  may 
be  fafely  accepted  that  Udali  is  the  author  of  this  comedy,  and 
that  he  wrote  it  before  1553.  Conclufions  both  of  them  confonant 
with  the  known  facts  of  Udali’ s life. 

The  comedy  was  probably  firft  written  for  the  Eton  boys  to 
act.  Mr.  W.  D.  Cooper  thus  writes  : — 

Certain,  however,  it  is  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Eton,  about  the  feast  of 
St.  Andrew,  for  the  Master  to  choose  some  Latin  stage-play  for  the  boys  to 
act  in  the  following  Christmas  holidays,  and  that  he  might  sometimes  order 
smart  and  witty  English  plays.  “ Among  the  writings  of  Udali  about  the 
year  1540,”  says  Warton,  “ are  recited  Plures  Comedice,  and  a tragedy 
De  Papatu,  on  the  Papacy,  written  probably  to  be  acted  by  his  scholars 
and  it  is  equally  probable  that  the  English  comedy  was  written  with  a like 
object ; for  it  is  admirably  adapted  to  be  a good  acting  play,  and  the  author 
avows  in  the  prologue  that  his  models  were  Plautus  and  Terence,  with  whose 
writings  his  scholars  were  familiar. 

Of  the  few  dramatic  pieces  of  that  early  period  that  have  sur- 
vived, Roijler  Doijier  is  regarded  as  the  tranfition-play  from  the 
Myfteries  and  Enterludes  of  the  Middle  Ages  to  the  Comedies  of 
modern  times.  A critical  examination  of  its  position  in  our 
Literature  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Collier.  Hijl.  of  Dram.  Poetry, 
ii.  445-460  Ed.  1830.  A full  confi  deration  of  the  play  would 
exceed  our  prefent  limits  : we  may  however  call  attention  to  the 
peculiar  rhyme  in  which  Udali  wrote  it. 

In  the  prefent  reprint,  the  text  appears  according  to  modern 
ufage  : but  in  the  original  it  Hands  in  lines  of  unvarying  length. 
Where  the  fpeech  is  continuous,  thefe  lines  rhyme  like  our  ordi- 
nary poetry  : but  when  the  dialogue  is  fhort ; one,  two,  three  or 
more  fpeeches  are  thrown  into  one  line,  and  the  lafl  fyllables  of 
that  line — whether  they  occur  in  words  in  the  middle  or  at  the 
end  of  a fentence,  as  dictated  fimply  by  the  length  of  line  of  type 
--are  made  to  rough  rhyme  in  couplets.  Thus  an  irregular 
affonance  jingles  through  the  play. 

On  the  oppofite  page  are  a few  lines  fet  up  as  in  the  original, 
to  illuftrate  this  peculiarity  ; and  alfo  to  fhow  the  mode  ufed  of 
marking  the  actor’s  names.  May  this  peculiar  rhyme  be  accepted 
as  any  evidence  that  Udali  compofed  this  play  as  much  for  the 
prefs  as  the  ftage  ? 

There  being  no  description  of  the  reprefentation  and  the  ftage 
directions  being  Scanty  : Roijler  Doifler  fliould  be  read  a firft  time 
to  learn  the  plot ; a fecond  time  to  imagine  the  action  : and  a 
third  to  combine  and  enjoy  the  two. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Jioigter  Jointer. 

The  whole  of  Udall’s  plays  were  supposed  to  have  perished  [see  JVood. 
Ath.  Oxon.  i.  213,  Ed.  1813].  The  Rev.  T.  Briggs,  an  old  Etonian,  in  1818, 
became  the  possessor  of  the  now  famous  unique  copy : which  he  presented  to 
the  Library  of  Eton  College,  in  December  of  that  year. 

1,  [?  1566.]  Lond.  ? First  edition  of  a revised  text.  The  copy,  now  at  Eton 
1 vol.  4to.  College,  consists  of  33  folios.  The  title-page  is  wanting. 

2,  1818.  Lond.  ‘ Ralph  Royster  Doyster,  A Comedy.  London.  Reprinted 
1 vol.  8vo.  in  the  year  1818.’  [Ed.  and  privately  printed  by  Rev.  T. 

Briggs.  30  copies  only  struck  off.  The  printer  was  James 
Compton,  Middle  St.,  Cloth  Fair,  London.]  At  the  beginning 
is  the  following  Advertisement : — 

‘ It  appears  from  the  Biographia  Dramatica,  that  a Play  called  Rauf 
Ruster  Duster  was  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Stationers’  Company  in  the 
year  1566,  but  that  it  was  supposed  never  to  have  been  printed  : this,  how- 
ever, is  now  proved  to  be  a mistake,  a copy  having  been  found  contained  in 
a collection  of  plays  which  was  lately  upon  sale  in  London.  It  is  true  that 
the  name  is  spelt  somewhat  differently,  but  it  is  presumed  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  being  the  piece  in  question.  The  book  unfortunately  wants  the 
title-page,  and  the  author’s  name  is  not  known.  It  is  how  in  the  Library  of 
Eton  College,  and  is  here  reprinted  for  the  amusement  of  the  reader.’ 

3,  1821.  Lond.  1 Ralph  Royster  Doyster,  a Comedy,  entered  on  the  books 
1 vol.  8vo.  of  the  Stationers’  Company,  1566.  London : Printed  by  F.  Mar- 
shall, Kenton  St.,  Brunswick  Sq.,  1821.’  [Editor  not  known.] 

R.  Southey’s  copy,  with  his  autograph,  and  dated  1 Feb.  1837,  is  in  the 
British  Museum.  Press-mark,  1344-k. 

Neither  of  the  above  knew  that  Udall  was  the  author.  The  editor  of  1821 
reprint  writes,  ‘The  author,  whoever  he  was,’  p.  iv.  It  was  Mr.  Collier  who 
connected  Wilson’s  quotation  with  Roister  Doister,  and  so  proved  Udall  to 
be  its  author.  Writing  on  14th  April  1865  ; he  thus  begins  the  Preface  of  his 
Bibl.  Account  of  Ear . Eng.  Lit.  Ed.  1865. 

‘ During  my  whole  life,  now  rapidly  approaching  fourscore,  I have  been 
a diligent  reader,  and,  as  far  as  my  means  would  allow,  a greedy  purchaser 
of  all  works  connected  with  early  English  literature.  It  is  nearly  sixty  years 
since  I became  possessed  of  my  first  really  valuable  old  book  of  this  kind — 
Wilson’s  “ Art  of  Logic,”  printed  by  Richard  Grafton  1551 — from  which  I 
ascertained  the  not  unimportant  facts  that  “Ralph  Roister  Doister”  was  an 
older  play  than  “ Gammer  Gurton’s  Needle,”  and  that  it  had  been  written 
by  Nicholas  Udall,  Master  of  Eton  School : I thus  learned  who  was  the 
author  of  the  earliest  comedy,  properly  so  called,  in  our  language.  This  was 
my  first  literary  discovery,  made  several  years  anterior,  although  I had  not 
occasion  to  render  it  public,  until  I printed  my  Notes  upon  “ Dodsley’s  Old 
Plays,”  soon  after  1820.’* 

4,  1830.  Lond.  The  Old  English  Drama,  A series  of  Plays,  at  6d  each, 
3 vols.  i8mo.  printed  and  published  by  Thomas  White.  Ralph  Royster 

Doyster  is  the  first. 

5,  1847.  Lond.  Shakespeare  Society.  Ralph  Roister  Doister,  &c.,  and 
1 vol.  8vo.  The  Tragedie  of  Gorboduc.  Edited,  with  Introductory  Me- 
moirs, by  W.  D.  Cooper,  F.S.A.  The  text  collated  with  the 
original  by  J.  P.  Collier,  F.S.A. 

6,  24  July  1869.  Lond.  1 vol.  8vo.  English  Reprints : see  title  at  p.  1. 

All  the  previous  reprints  have  been  and  now  are  unobtainable  to  most 
persons.  It  is  to  the  most  courteous  and  generous  kindness  of  the  present 
Provost  and  Fellows  of  Eton  College  that  I am  enabled  to  place  what  I hope 
may  prove  an  exact  text  into  the  hands  of  every  one.  I trust  also  to  keep  it 
perpetually  on  sale : that  the  student  of  the  History  of  our  Literature  may  no 
longer  lack  one  of  the  most  important  illustrations  of  the  growth  of  English 
Dramatic  Poesy.  * s„  V(fl  ~ p 3 Ed  ^ 
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The  Prologue. 

Hat  Creature  is  in  health,  eyther  yong  or 
olde, 

But  fom  mirth  with  modeftie  wil  be  glad 
to  vfe 

As  we  in  thys  Enterlude  fhall  now  vnfolde, 
Wherin  all  fcurilitie  we  vtterly  refufe, 

Auoiding  fuch  mirth  wherin  is  abufe  : 

Knowing  nothing  more  comendable  for  a mans  re- 
creation 

Than  Mirth  which  is  vfed  in  an  honeft  falhion  : 

For  Myrth  prolongeth  lyfe,  and  caufeth  health. 

Mirth  recreates  our  fpirites  and  voydeth  penfiueneffe, 
Mirth  increafeth  amitie,  not  hindring  our  wealth, 

Mirth  is  to  be  vfed  both  of  more  and  leffe, 

Being  mixed  with  vertue  in  decent  comlyneffe. 

As  we  truft  no  good  nature  can  gainfay  the  fame  : 
Which  mirth  we  intende  to  vfe,  auoidyng  all  blame. 
The  wyfe  Poets  long  time  heretofore, 

Vnder  merrie  Comedies  fecretes  did  declare, 

Wherein  was  contained  very  vertuous  lore, 

With  myfteries  and  forewarnings  very  rare. 

Suche  to  write  neither  Plautus  nor  Terence  dyd  fpare, 
Whiche  among  the  learned  at  this  day  beares  the  bell : 
Thefe  with  fuch  other  therein  dyd  excell. 

Our  Comedie  or  Enterlude  which  we  intende  to  play. 
Is  named  Royfter  Doyfter  in  deede. 

Which  againft  the  vayne  glorious  doth  inuey, 

Whofe  humour  the  royfling  fort  continually  doth  feede. 
Thus  by  your  pg.cience  we  intende  to  proceede 
In  this  our  Enterlude  by  Gods  leaue  and  grace, 

And  here  I take  my  leaue  for  a certaine  fpace. 
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Actus,  j.  Scsena.  j. 

JRatfyeroe  perggreeke.  He  entreth finging. 

S long  lyueth  the  mery  man  (they  fay) 
As  doth  the  fory  man,  and  longer 
by  a day. 

Yet  the  Graffehopper  for  all  his 
Sommer  pipyng, 

Sterueth  in  Winter  wyth  hungrie 
gripyng,  [men  aduife, 

Therefore  an  other  fayd  fawe  doth 
That  they  be  together  both  mery  and  wife. 

Thys  Leffon  mutt  I practife,  or  elfe  ere  long, 

Wyth  mee  Mathew  Merygreeke  it  will  be  wrong. 

In  deede  men  fo  call  me,  for  by  him  that  vs  bought, 
What  euer  chaunce  betide,  I can  take  no  thought, 

Yet  wifedome  woulde  that  I did  my  felfe  bethinke 
Where  to  be  prouided  this  day  of  meate  and  drinke  : 
For  know  ye,  that  for  all  this  merie  note  of  mine, 

He  might  appofe  me  now  that  fhould  afke  where  I dine. 
My  lyuing  lieth  heere  and  there,  of  Gods  grace, 
Sometime  wyth  this  good  man,  fometyme  in  that  place, 
Sometime  Lewis  Loytrer  biddeth  me  come  neere, 
Somewhyles  Watkin  Wafler  maketh  vs  good  cheere, 
Sometime  Dauy  Diceplayer  when  he  hath  well  call 
Keepeth  reuell  route  as  long  as  it  will  lafl. 

Sometime  Tom  Titiuile  maketh  vs  a feaft, 

Sometime  with  fir  Hugh  Pye  I am  a bidden  gueafl, 
Sometime  at  Nichol  Neuerthriues  I get  a foppe, 
Sometime  I am  feafted  with  Bryan  Blinkinfoppe, 
Sometime  I hang  on  Hankyn  Hoddydodies  fleeue, 
But  thys  day  on  Ralph  Royller  Doyfters  by  hys  leeue. 
For  truely  of  all  men  he  is  my  chiefe  banker 
Both  for  meate  and  money,  and  my  chiefe  fiiootanker. 
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For,  footh  Roifter  Doifter  in  that  he  doth  fay, 

And  require  what  ye  will  ye  fhall  haue  no  nay. 

But  now  of  Roifler  Doifter  fomewhat  to  expreffe, 

That  ye  may  efteeme  him  after  hys  worthinefle, 

In  thefe  twentie  townes  and  feke  them  throughout, 

Is  not  the  like  flock e,  whereon  to  graffe  a loute. 

All  the  day  long  is  he  facing  and  craking 
Of  his  great  actes  in  fighting  and  fraymaking : 

But  when  Roifter  Doifter  is  put  to  his  proofe, 

To  keepe  the  Queenes  peace  is  more  for  his  behoofe. 
If  any  woman  fmyle  or  call  on  hym  an  eye, 

Vp  is  he  to  the  harde  eares  in  loue  by  and  by, 

And  in  all  the  hotte  hafte  muft  fhe  be  hys  wife. 

Elfe  farewell  hys  good  days,  and  farewell  his  life, 
Maifter  Raufe  Royfter  Doifter  is  but  dead,  and  gon 
Excepte  fhe  on  hym  take  fome  compaffion, 

Then  chiefe  of  counfell,  muft  be  Mathew  Merygreeke, 
What  if  I for  manage  to  fuche  an  one  feeke  ? 

Then  muft  I footh  it,  what  euer  it  is  : 

For  what  he  fayth  or  doth  can  not  be  amiffe, 

Holde  vp  his  yea  and  nay,  be  hismowne  white  fonne, 
Prayfe  and  roufe  him  well,  and  ye  haue  his  heart  wonne, 
For  fo  well  liketh  he  his  owne  fonde  fafhions 
That  he  taketh  pride  of  falfe  commendations. 

But  fuch  fporte  haue  I with  him  as  I would  not  leefe, 
Though  I lhould  be  bounde  to  lyue  with  bread  and 
cheefe. 

For  exalt  hym,  and  haue  hym  as  ye  lull  in  deede : 
Yea  to  hold  his  finger  in  a hole  for  a neede. 

I can  with  a worde  make  him  fayne  or  loth, 

I can  with  as  much  make  him  pleafed  or  wroth, 

I can  when  I will  make  him  mery  and  glad, 

I can  when  me  lull  make  hirh  fory  and  fad, 

I can  fet  him  in  hope  and  eke  in  difpaire,  [faire. 
I can  make  him  fpeake  rough,  and_  make  him  fpeake 
But  I maruell  I fee  hym  not  all  thys  fame  day, 

I wyll  feeke  him  out : But  loe  he  commeth  thys  way, 

I haue  yond  efpied  hym  fadly  comming, 

And  in  loue  for  twentie  pounde,  by  hys  glommyng. 
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Actus,  j.  Scsena.  ij. 

fiafe  Jiotgter  pointer,  JEatljeto  JEerggreeke. 

Ji.  Jtiogi&ter.  death  when  thou  wilt, 

I am  weary  of  my  life. 
E.  JEerg.  I tolde  you  I, 
we  fhould  wowe  another 
wife. 

. Jfioggter.  Why  did  God  make  me  fuche  a goodly 
perfon  ? [fport  anon. 

, JEerg.  He  is  in  by  the  weke,  we  fhall  haue 
Jloggter.  And  where  is  my  truftie  friende  Mathew 
Merygreeke  ? 

P-  petfi.  I wyll  make  as  I fawe  him  not,  he  doth 
me  feeke.  [is  hee, 

jfi.  jHoijSter.  I haue  hym  elpyed  me  thinketh,  yond 
Hough  Mathew  Merygreeke  my  friend,  a worde  with 
thee.  [hafte, 

JE.  JEerg.  I wyll  not  heare  him,  but  make  as  I had 
Farewell  all  my  good  friendes,  the  tyme  away  dothewafte, 
And  the  tide  they  fay,  tarieth  for  no  man. 

Ji.  JEiobSter.  Thou  muft  with  thy  good  counfell  helpe 
me  if  thou  can. 

P-  Jitters.  God  keepe  thee  worftiypfull  Maifter  Roi- 
fler  Doifler, 

And  fare  well  the  luflie  Maifter  Roifter  Doifter. 

JR,og0ter.  I mufte  needes  fpeake  with  thee  a 
worde  or  twaine.  [againe, 

p.  Pers-  Within  a month  or  two  I will  be  here 
Negligence  in  greate  affaires  ye  knowe  may  marre  all. 
Ji.  fjtoigter.  Attende  vpon  me  now,  and  well  rewarde 
thee  I fliall. 

P ptrs-  I haue  take  my  leaue,  and  the  tide  is 
well  fpent.  [content, 

$i.  jtoigter.  I die  except  thou  helpe,  I pray  thee  be 
Doe  thy  parte  wel  nowe,  and  alke  what  thou  wilt, 
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For  without  thy  aide  my  matter  is  all  fpilt. 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  to  ferue  your  turne  I will  fome 
paines  take, 

And  let  all  myne  owne  affaires  alone  for  your  fake. 

Jl.  floater.  My  whole  hope  and  truft  refleth  onely 
in  thee. 

JE.  JEern.  Then  can  ye  not  doe  amiffe  what  euer  itbee. 
Jt.  Jlogsitcr-  Gramercies  Merygreeke,  mofl  bounde 
to  thee  I am. 

Jit.  JEerg.  But  vp  with  that  heart,  and  fpeake  out  . 
like  a ramme, 

Ye  fpeake  like  a Capon  that  had  the  cough  now : 

Bee  of  good  cheere,  anon  ye  fhall  doe  well  ynow. 

JR.  JlopjSter.  Vpon  thy  comforte,  I will  all  things 
well  handle.  [candle. 

P-  pert).  So  loe,  that  is  a bread  to  blowe  out  a 
But  what  is  this  great  matter  I woulde  faine  knowe, 

We  fhall  fynde  remedie  therefore  I trowe. 

Doe  ye  lacke  money  ? ye  knowe  myne  olde  offers, 

Ye  haue  always  a key  to  my  purfe  and  coffers. 

JR.  JRojJgter.  I thanke  thee  : had  euer  man  fuche  a 
frende  ? <*  [lende. 

|E.  JEeri).  Ye  gyue  vnto  me  : I mufl  needes  to  you 
11.  fioggter.  Nay  I haue  money  plentie  all  things 
to  difcharge.  [offer  fo  large. 

JE.  JEerj).  That  knewe  I ryght  well  when  I made 
But  it  is  no  fuche  matter. 

JE.  JEerg.  What  is  it  than? 

Are  ye  in  daunger  of  debte  to  any  man  ? 

If  ye  be,  take  no  thought  nor  be  not  afraide, 

Let  them  hardly  take  thought  how  they  fhall  be  paide. 
JR.  floater.  Tut  I owe  nought, 
p.  Pen).  What  then  ? fear  ye  imprifonment  ? 
ft.  ftopsster.  No. 

p.  Ptrj.  No  I wifi  ye  offende,  not  fo  to  be  fhent. 
But  if  he  had,  the  Toure  coulde  not  you  fo  holde, 

But  to  breake  out  at  all  times  ye  would  be  bolde. 

What  is  it  ? hath  any  man  threatned  you  to  beate? 

JR.  JRoggter.  What  is  he  that  durfl  haue  put  me  in 
that  he  ate  ? ' 
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He  that  beateth  me  by  his  armes  fhall  well  fynde, 

That  I will  not  be  farre  from  him  nor  runne  behinde. 
JE.  JEerg.  That  thing  knowe  all  men  euer  fince  ye 
ouerthrewe, 

The  fellow  of  the  Lion  which  Hercules  flewe. 

But  what  is  it  than  ? 

JR.  JRoggter.  Of  loue  I make  my  mone.  [alone  ? 
JE.  JEer g.  Ah  this  foolifhe  a loue,  wilt  neare  let  vs 
But  bicaufe  ye  were  refufed  the  laft  day, 

Ye  fayd  ye  woulde  nere  more  be  intangled  that  way. 

I woulde  medle  no  more,  fince  I fynde  all  fo  vnkinde. 
JR.  JRogjStet.  Yea,  but  I can  not  fo  put  loue  out  of 
my  minde. 

JEatt).  JEer.  But  is  your  loue  tell  me  firft,  in  any  wife, 
In  the  way  of  Mariage,  or  of  Merchandife  ? 

I f it  may  otherwife  than  lawfull  be  founde, 

Ye  get  none  of  my  helpe  for  an  hundred  pounde. 

JR.  JRogslter.  No  by  my  trouth  I woulde  haue  hir  to 
my  Wife.  [your  life, 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  are  ye  a good  man,  and  God  faue 
And  what  or  who  is  fhe,  with  whome  ye  are  in  loue  ? 
JR.  JRoggter.  A woman  whome  I knowe  not  by  what 
meanes  to  moue. 

JE.  JEerg.  Who  is  it  ? 

JR.  Jtog$ter.  A woman  yond. 

P-  Per®.  What  is  hir  name  ? 

JR.  ftoggter.  Hir  yonder. 

JE.  JEerg.  Whom. 

. JR.  JRoggter.  -sMiftreffe  ah. 

JE.  JEerg.  Fy  fy  for  fhame 

Loue  ye,  and  know  not  whome?  but  hir  yonde,  a Woman, 
We  fhall  then  get  you  a Wyfe,  I can  not  tell  whan. 

JR.  JRoggter.  The  faire  Woman,  that  fupped  wyth 
vs  yeflemyght, 

And  I hearde  hir  name  twice  or  thrice,  and  had  it  ryght. 
P-  pctj.  Y ea,  ye  may  fee  ye  nere  take  me  to  good 
cheere  with  you, 

If  ye  had,  I coulde  haue  tolde  you  hir  name  now. 

JR.  JRoggter.  I was  to  blame  in  deede,  but  the  nexte 
tyme  perchaunce : 
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And  fhe  dwelleth  in  this  houfe. 

J$t.  JEerg.  What  Chriftian  Cuftance, 

JR.  Jioggter.  Except  I haue  hir  to  my  Wife.  I (hall 
runne  madde.  [for  madde. 

Pi®  erg.  Nay  vnwife  perhaps,  but  I warrant  you 
ft.  JHoggter.  I am  vtterly  dead  vnleffe  I haue  my 
defire. 

p.  perS.  Where  be  the  bellowes  that  blewe  this 
fodeine  fire  ? 

it-  floggter.  I heare  the  is  worthe  a thoufande 
pounde  and  more.  [afore, 

p.  perg.  Yea,  but  learne  this  one  leffon  of  me 
An  hundred  pounde  of  Marriage  money  doubtleffe, 

Is  euer  thirtie  pounde  llerlyng,  or  fomewhat  leffe, 

So  that  hir  Thoufande  pounde  yf  the  be  thriftie, 

Is  muche  neere  about  two  hundred  and  fiftie, 
Howebeit  wowers  and  Widowes  are  neuer  poore. 
p.  Jloggter.  Is  fhe  a Widowe  ? I loue  hir  better 
therefore. 

p.  perg.  But  I heare  the  hath  made  promife  to 
another.  [my  brother. 

Ji.  floggter.  He  fhall  goe  without  hir,  and  he  were 
P-P«8-I  haue  hearde  fay,  I am  right  well  aduifed, 
That  lhe  hath  to  Gawyn  Goodlucke  promifed. 
ji.  Jioggter.  What  is  that  Gawyn  Goodlucke  ? 
p.  Perg.  a Merchant  man. 

Jl.  flog-ster.  Shall  he  fpeede  afore  me  ? nay  fir  by 
fweete  Sainct  Anne. 

Ah  fir,  Back  are  quod  Mortimer  to  his  fowe, 

I wyll  haue  hir  myne  owne  felfe  I make  God  a vow. 
For  I tell  thee,  fhe  is  worthe  a thoufande  pounde. 
p.  perg.  Yet  a fitter  wife  for  your  mafhip  might 
be  founde : 

Suche  a goodly  man  as  you,  might  get  one  wyth  lande, 
Befides  poundes  of  golde  a thoufande  and  a thoufande. 
And  a thoufande,  and  a thoufande,  and  a thoufande, 
And  fo  to  the  fumme  of  twentie  hundred  thoufande, 
Your  moll  goodly  perfonage  is  worthie  of  no  leffe. 

§i.  fioggta:.  I am  forie  God  made  me  fo  comely 
doubtleffe. 
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For  that  maketh  me  eche  where  fo  highly  fauoured, 
And  all  women  on  me  fo  enamoured.  [out  that  ? 

!«•  jw«s-  Enamoured  quod  you?  haue  ye  fpied 
Ah  fir,  mary  nowe  I fee  you  know  what  is  what. 
Enamoured  ka  ? mary  fir  fay  that  againe, 

But  I thought  not  ye  had  marked  it  fo  plaine. 

1 |[i.  JEioggter.  Yes,  eche  where  they  gaze  all  vpon  me 
and  Hare.  [they  dare, 

jtt.  JEerg.  Yea  malkyn,  I warrant  you  as  muche  as 
And  ye  will  not  beleue  what  they  fay  in  the  ftreete, 
When  your  rnalhyp  paffeth  by  all  fuch  as  I meete, 
That  fometimes  I / can  fcarce  finde  what  aunfwere  to 
make. 

Who  is  this  (fayth  one)  fir  Launcelot  du  lakel 
Who  is  this,  greate  Guy  of  Warwike,  fayth  an  other  ? 
No  (fay  I)  it  is  the  thirtenth  Hercules  brother. 

Who  is  this  ? noble  Heftor  of  Troy,  fayth  the  thirde  ? 
No,  but  of  the  fame  neft  (fay  I)  it  is  a birde. 

Who  is  this  ? greate  Goliah , Sampfon , or  Colbrande  ? 
No  (fay  I)  but  it  is  a brute  of  the  Alie  lande. 

Who  is  this  ? greate  Alexander  ? or  Charle  le  Maigne  ? 
No,  it  is  the  tenth  Worthie,  fay  I to  them  agayne : 

I knowe  not  if  I fayd  well. 

$t.  JHoggter.  Yes  for  fo  I am. 

|tt.  jttetj.  Yea,  for  there  were  but  nine  worthies  be- 
fore ye  came. 

To  fome  others,  the  thirde  Cato  I doe  you  call. 

And  fo  as  well  as  i can  I aunfwere  them  all. 

Sir  I pray  you,  what  lorde  or  great  gentleman  is  this  ? 
Maifter  Ralph  Roifler  Doifter  dame  fay  I,  ywis. 

O Lorde  (fayth  fhe  than)  what  a goodly  man  it  is, 
Woulde  Chrift  I had  fuch  a hufbande  as  he  is. 

O Lorde  (fay  fome)  that  the  fight  of  his  face  we  lacke  : 
It  is  inough  for  you  (fay  I)  to  fee  his  backe. 

His  face  is  for  ladies  of  high  and  noble  parages. 

With  whome  he  hardly  fcapeth  great  mariages. 

With  muche  more  than  this,  and  much  otherwife. 

$L.  Jioggter.  I can  thee  thanke  that  thou  canft  fuche 
anfweres  deuife  : 

But  I perceyue  thou  dofte  me  throughly  knowe. 
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P-  perg.  I marke  your  maners  for  myne  owue 
learnyng  I trowe, 

But  fuche  is  your  beautie,  and  fuche  are  your  actes, 
Suche  is  your  perfonage,  and  fuche  are  your  factes, 
That  all  women  faire  and  fowle,  more  and  leffe,  [leffe, 
That  eye  you,  they  lubbe  you,  they  talke  of  you  doubt- 
Your  p[l]eafant  looke  maketh  them  all  merie, 

Ye  paffe  not  by,  but  they  laugh  till  they  be  werie, 

Yea  and  money  coulde  I haue  the  truthe  to  tell, 

Of  many,  to  bryng  you  that  way  where  they  dwell. 

|[t.  jloggter.  Merygreeke  for  this  thy  reporting  well 
of  mee  : [pardee  : 

JE.  JEerg.  What  fhoulde  I elfe  fir,  it  is  my  duetie 
fi.  fiog£ter.  I promife  thou  fhalt  not  lacke,  while  I 
haue  a grote. 

JE.  JEerg.  Faith  fir,  and  I nere  had  more  nede  of  a 
newe  cote. 

Ji.  floater.  Thou  fhalte  haue  one  to  morowe,  and 
golde  for  to  fpende.  [ende. 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  I trull  to  bring  the  day  to  a good 
For  as  for  mine  owne  parte  hauing  money  inowe, 

I could  lyue  onely  with  the  remembrance  of  you. 

But  nowe  to  your  Widowe  whome  you  loue  fo  hotte. 
JR.  flatter.  By  cocke  thou  fay  eft  truthe,  I had  al- 
mofl  forgotte.  [you  what  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  What  if  Chriflian  Cultance  will  not  haue 
Jl.  floater.  Haue  me?  yes  I warrant  you,  neuer 
doubt  of  that, 

I knowe  fhe  loueth  me,  but  fhe  dare  not  fpeake. 

JE.  JEerg.  In  deede  meete  it  were  fome  body  ftiould 
it  breake.  [night, 

Ji.  Jtoigter.  She  looked  on  me  twentie  tymes  yeller- 
And  laughed  fo. 

JE.  JEerg.  That  fhe  coulde  not  fitte  vpright, 

|R.  ^oi^tcr.  No  faith  coulde  lhe  not. 

JE.  JEerg.  No  euen  fuch  a thing  I call. 

Jl.  ^ogj3lter.  But  for  wowyng  thou  knowefl  women 
are  lhamefafl.  [glad, 

But  and  fhe  knewe  my  minde,  I knowe  flie  would  be 
And  thinke  it  the  beft  chaunce  that  euer  fhe  had. 
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JE.  JEerg.  Too  hir  then  like  a man,  and  be  bolde 
forth  to  ftarte, 

Wowers  neuer  fpeede  well,  that  hane  a falfe  harte. 

It  Pointer.  What  may  I beft  doe  ? 

P-  JtterB-  Sir  remaine  ye  a while, 

Ere  long  one  or  other  of  hir  houfe  will  appere. 

Ye  knowe  my  minde. 

it.  JEvOggter.  Yea  now  hardly  lette  me  alone. 

JE.  fit  erg.  In  the  meane  time  fir,  if  you  pleafe,  I 
wyll  home, 

And  call  your  Mufitians,  for  in  this  your  cafe 
It  would  fette  you  forth,  and  all  your  wowyng  grace, 
Ye  may  not  lacke  your  inftrumentes  to  play  and  fmg. 
it  Jiogjster.  Thou  knowell  I can  doe  that. 

P ptrj.  As  well  as  any  thing. 

Shall  I go  call  your  folkes,  that  ye  may  fhewe  a call  ? 
JI.  Eoggter.  Yea  runne  I befeeche  thee  in  all  poffi- 
ble  halte. 

JE.  JEerg.  I goe.  Exeat. 

$ft  itog&ter.  Yea  for  I loue  fmgyng  out  of  meafure, 
It  comforteth  my  fpirites  and  doth  me  great  pleafure. 
But  who  commeth  forth  yond  from  my  fwete  hearte 
Cuftance  ? 

My  matter  frameth  well,  thys  is  a luckie  chaunce. 

Actus,  j.  Scaena.  iij. 

fEage  JEumble  ertttft,  fpinning  on  the  dijiaffe.  Sibet 
§Talk  apace,  fowyng.  $tmtot  JUgface  knittyng. 

E.  Eohster. 

JE.  JEumbl.  fpEP^pfiF  thys  diftaffe  were  fpoonne 
msi  Kjj  Margerie  Mumblecruft. 
Hi  iSi  Sib  Salk.  Where  good 
|S|86|S3  Hale  ale  is  will  drinke 
no  water  I truft. 

JE.  JEumbl.  Dame  Cuftance  hath  promifed  vs  good 
ale  and  white  bread.  [hir  head  : 

Sab  &alk.  If  Ihe  kepe  not  promife,  I will  befhrewe 
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But  it  will  be  figflke  nyght  before  I fliall  haue  done. 

. JvOggter.  I will  ftande  here  a while,  and  talke  with 
them  anon, 

I heare  them  fpeake  of  Cufiance,  which  doth  my  heart 
good, 

To  heare  hir  name  fpoken  doth  euen  comfort  my  blood. 

JE.  JEumbl.  Sit  downe  to  your  worke  Tibet  like  a 
good  girle. 

^tb.  <&alk.  Nourfe  medle  you  with  your  fpyndle  and 
your  whirle, 

No  halle  but  good,  Madge  Mumblecrufi,  for  whip  and 
whurre 

The  olde  prouerbe  doth  fay,  neuer  made  good  furre. 

JE.  JEumbl.  Well,  ye  wyll  fitte  downe  to  your  worke 
anon,  I truft. 

SAb.  §fltlk.  Soft  fire  maketh  fweete  malte,  good 
Madge  Mumblecruft. 

|E.  JEumbl.  And  fweete  malte  maketh  ioly  good  ale 
for  the  nones. 

SAb.  <^alk.  Whiche  will  Hide  downe  the  lane  without 
any  bones.  Cantet. 

Olde  browne  bread  crufles  mufl  haue  much  good 
mumblyng, 

But  good  ale  downe  your  throte  hath  good  eafie  tumbling. 

jv.  floater.  The  iolyefi  wenche  that  ere  I hearde, 
little  moufe, 

May  I not  reioyce  that  flie  fliall  dwell  in  my  houfe  ? 

<3Ab.  l&alk.  So  firrha,  nowe  this  geare  beginneth  for 
to  flame. 

JE.  JEumbl.  Thanks  to  God,  though  your  work  Hand 
Ail,  your  tong  is  not  lame 

SAb.  <&alk.  And  though  your  teeth  be  gone,  both  fo 
fliarpe  and  fo  fine 

Yet  your  tongue  can  renne  on  patins  as  well  as  mine. 

JE.  JEumbl.  Ye  were  not  for  nought  named  Tyb 
Talke  apace. 

SAb.  (ftalk.  Doth  my  talke  grieue  you  ? Alack,  God 
faue  your  grace. 

JE.  JEumbl.  I holde  a grote  ye  will  drinke  anon  for 
this  geare. 
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Sib.  Salk.  And  I wyll  pray  you  the  ftripes  for  me 
to  beare. 

fit.  JEttntbl.  I holde  a penny,  ye  will  drink  without 
a cup.  [all  vp. 

Sib.  Salk.  Wherein  fo  ere  ye  drinke,  I wote  ye  drinke 

$ltt.  Algface.  By  Cock  and  well  fowed,  my  good 
Tibet  Talke  apace. 

Sib.  Salk.  And  een  as  well  knitte  my  nowne  Annot 
Alyface. 

|ti.  Jioggter.  See  what  a fort  the  kepeth  that  mull 
be  my  wife. 

Shall  not  I when  I haue  hir,  leade  a merrie  life  ? 

Sib.  Salk.  Welcome  my  good  wenche,  and  fitte 
here  by  me  iuft. 

$tn.  JUgface.  And  howe  doth  our  old  beldame  here, 
Mage  Mumblecruft? 

Sib.  Salk.  Chyde,  and  finde  faultes,  and  threaten 
to  complaine. 

$Ut.  JUgface.  To  make  vs  poore  girles  fhent  to  hir 
is  fmall  gaine. 

JE.  |Etxmbl.  I dyd  neyther  chyde,  nor  complaine, 
nor  threaten. 

JR.  floater.  It  woulde  grieue  my  heart  to  fee  one  of 
them  beaten. 

|E.  JEttmbl.  I dyd  nothyng  but  byd  hir  worke  and 
holde  hir  peace. 

Sib.  Salk.  So  would  I,  if  you  coulde  your  clatter- 
ing ceaffe : \ 

But  the  deuill  can  not  make  olde  trotte  holde  hir  tong. 

$ttt.  JUgface.  Let  all  thefe  matters  paffe,  and  we  three 
fing  a fong, 

So  fhall  we  pleafantly  bothe  the  tyme  beguile  now, 

And  eke  difpatche  all  our  workes  ere  we  can  tell  how. 

Sib.  Salk.  I fhrew  them  that  fay  nay,  and  that  fhall 
not  be  I. 

|E.  JEttmbl.  And  I am  well  content. 

Sib.  Salk.  Sing  on  then  by  and  by. 

JEt.  fioggter.  And  I will  not  away,  but  liflen  to  their 
long, 

Yet  MerVgreeke  and  my  folkes  tary  very  long. 
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Sib,  J5ut,  and  JEargerie,  doe  finge  here.  • 

Pipe  mery  Annot.  etc, 

Trilla,  Trilla.  Trillarie. 

Worke  Tibet,  worke  Annot,  worke  Margerie. 

Sewe  Tibet,  knitte  Annot,  fpinne  Margerie. 

Let  vs  fee  who  fhall  winne  the  victorie. 

Sib.  Salk.  This  fleue  is  not  willyng  to  be  fewed  I 
trowe,  [throwe. 

A fmall  thing  might  make  me  all  in  the  grounde  to 

Then  they  fing  agayne. 

Pipe  merrie  Annot.  etc. 

Trilla.  Trilla.  Trillarie. 

What  Tibet,  what  Annot,  what  Margerie. 

Ye  fleepe,  but  we  doe  not,  that  fhall  we  trie. 

Your  fingers  be  nombde,  our  worke  will  not  lie. 

Sub.  Salk.  If  ye  doe  fo  againe,  well  I would  aduile 
you  nay. 

In  good  footh  one  ftoppe  more,  and  I make  holy  day. 
They  finge  the  thirde  tyme. 

Pipe  Mery  Annot.  etc. 

Trilla.  Trilla.  Trillarie. 

Nowe  Tibbet,  now  Annot,  nowe  Margerie. 

Nowe  whippet  apace  for  the  mayflrie, 

But  it  will  not  be,  our  mouth  is  fo  drie. 

Sub.  Salk.  Ah,  eche  finger  is  a thombe  to  day  me 
thinke, 

I care  not  to  let  all  alone,  choofe  it  fwimme  or  fmke. 
They  fing  the  fourth  tyme. 

Pipe  Mery  Annot.  etc. 

Trilla.  Trilla.  Trillarie. 

When  Tibet,  when  Annot,  when  Margerie. 

I will  not,  I can  not,  no  more  can  I.  Lette  kir  caste 
Then  giue  we  all  ouer,  and  there  let  it  lye.  dvmrLhir 

Sub.  Salk.  There  it  lieth,  the  worfte  is  but  a curried 
cote, 
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Tut  I am  vfed  therto,  I care  not  a grote. 

JJttt.  jUgfaee.  Haue  we  done  lingyng  fince?  then 
will  I in  againe, 

Here  I founde  you,  and  here  I leaue  bothtwaine.  Exeat. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  And  I will  not  be  long  after:  Tib 
Talke  apace. 

Stib.  Stalk.  What  is  ye  matter  ? 

JE.  JEtmtb.  Yond  ftode  a man  al  this  fpace 

And  hath  hearde  all  that  euer  we  fpake  togyther. 

Stib.  Stalk.  Mary  the  more  loute  he  for  his  comming 
hither. 

And  the  leffe  good  he  can  to  liften  maidens  talke. 

I care  not  and  I go  byd  him  hence  for  to  walke : 

It  were  well  done  to  knowe  what  he  maketh  here 
away. 

jli.  UHoggter.  Nowe  myght  I fpeake  to  them,  if  I wifi 
what  to  fay.  [he  is. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  Nay  we  will  go  both  off,  and  fee  what 

Ji.  jtoggter.  One  that  hath  hearde  all  your  talke 
and  fingyng  ywis. 

Stib.  Stalk.  The  more  to  blame  you,  a good  thriftie 
hufbande  [hande. 

Woulde  elfewhere  haue  had  fome  better  matters  in 

Jti.  JLoggter.  I dyd  it  for  no  harme,  but  for  good 
loue  I beare,  [heare. 

To  your  dame  miflreffe  Cuflance,  I did  your  talke 

And  Miflreffe  nource  I will  kiffe  you  for  acquaintance. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  I come  anon  fir.* 

Sub.  Stalk.  Faith  I would  our  dame  Cuflance 

Sawe  this  geare. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  I mufl  firfl  wipe  al  cleane,  yea  I mull. 

Stib.  Stalk.  Ill  chieue  it  dotyng  foole,  but  it  mufl  be 
cufl. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  God  yelde  you  fir,  chad  not  fo  much 
ichotte  not  whan, 

Nere  fince  chwas  bore  chwine,  of  fuch  a gay  gentleman. 

JRoggter.  I will  kiffe  you  too  mayden  for  the  good 
will  I beare  you. 

Stib.  Stalk.  No  forfoth,  by  your  leaue  ye  fhall  not 
kiffe  me. 
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JH.  Jioggter.  Yes  be  not  afearde,  I doe  not  difdayne 
you  a whit. 

Sib.  Salk.  Why  fhoulde  I feare  you  ? I haue  not 
fo  little  wit, 

Ye  are  but  a man  I knowe  very  well. 

Jt.  JiogSter.  Why  then  ? 

Sib.  Salk.  Forfooth  for  I wyll  not,  I vfe  not  to 
kiffe  men. 

Jit  Jlogjsta-  I would  fame  kiffe  you  too  good  maiden, 
if  I myght. 

Sib.  Salk.  What  fhold  that  neede  ? 

jt.  Jtoggter.  But  to  honor  you  by  this  light. 

I vfe  to  kiffe  all  them  that  I loue  to  God  I vowe. 

Sib.  Salk.  Yea  fir?  I pray  you  when  dyd  ye  laft 
kiffe  your  cowe. 

fi.  Jtoggter.  Ye  might  be  proude  to  kiffe  me,  if  ye 
were  wife. 

Sib.  Salk.  What  promotion  were  therein  ? 

JSL.  jHoggUr.  Nourfe  is  not  fo  nice. 

Sab.  Salk.  Well  I haue  not  bene  taught  to  kiffing 
and  licking. 

Ji.  Jlloggter.  Yet  I thanke  you  miftreffe  Nourfe,  ye 
made  no  flicking. 

JE.  fEurnbl.  I will  not  fticke  for  a koffe  with  fuch 
a man  as  you. 

Sib.  Salk.  They  that  lull : I will  againe  to  my 
fewyng  now. 

Art.  $tlj)fac[e].  Tidings  hough,  tidings,  dameCuflance 
greeteth  you  well. 

jH.  Jioggter.  Whome  me  ? 

^ilgface.  You  fir?  no  fir?  I do  no  fuche  tale  tell. 

2H.  jitojigter'.  But  and  fhe  knewe  me  here. 

jLtt.  JUgface.  Tybet  Talke  apace, 

Your  miflreffe  Cuflance  and  mine,  muft  fpeake  with 
. your  grace. 

Sib.  Salk.  With  me  ? 

$tit.  £llgface.  Ye  mufte  come  in  to  hir  out  of  all 
doutes. 

Sib.  Salk.  And  ipy  work  not  half  done  ? A mis- 
chief on  all  loutes.  Ex.  am. 
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JEl.  JlogiSter.  Ah  good  fweet  nourfe. 

JE.  JEumb.  A good  fweete  gentleman. 

JL  ^og^ter.  What? 

JE.  JEumbl.  Nay  I can  not  tel  fir,  but  what  thing 
would  you  ? 

Ji.  JLoggter.  Howe  dothe  fweete  Cullance,  my  heart 
of  gold,  tell  me  how  ? 

JE.  JEumbl.  She  dothe  very  well  fir,  and  com- 
maunde  me  to  you. 

ft.  ^og!Ster.  To  me  ? 

JE.  JEumbl.  Yea  to  you  fir. 

Jit.  floggter.  To  me  ? nurfe  tel  me  plain 
To  me  ? 


JE.  JEumb.  Ye. 

33,.  floater.  That  word  maketh  me  aliue  again. 

JE.  JEumbl.  She  commaunde  me  to  one  lall  day 
who  ere  it  was. 

33,.  3&oggter.  That  was  een  to  me  and  none  other 
by  the  Maffe. 

JE.  JEtxmbl.  I can  not  tell  you  furely,  but  one  it 
was. 

3H.  JRoggter.  It  was  I and  none  other:  this  commeth 
to  good  paffe. 

I promife  thee  nourfe  I fauour  hir. 

JE.  JEttmb.  Een  fo  fir. 

33.  JLoggter.  Bid  hir  fue  to  me  for  mariage. 

JE.  JEtxmbl.  Een  fo  fir. 

33..  floggter.  And  furely  for  thy, fake  fhe  fhall  fpeede. 
JE.  JEumb.  Een  fo  fir. 

33..  ftoggter.  I fhall  be  contented  to  take  hir. 

JE.  JEumb.  Een  fo  fir. 

35..  fioggter.  But  at  thy  requefl  and  for  thy  fake. 

JE.  JEumb.  Een  fo  fir. 

3&.  floggtcr.  And  come  hearke  in  thine  eare  what  to 
fay. 

JE.  JEttmb.  Een  fo  fir. 

long  tale  in 
hir  eare . 


I 
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Actus,  j.  Scaena.  iiij. 

JEatbero  JEerggreeke.  pobtnet  pottgbtte.  Uarpas. 
Jlalpb  floggter.  JEarigerie  JEumblecrugt. 

~ Ome  on  firs  apace,  and  quite 
your  felues  like  men, 
Your  pains  fhalbe  rewarded, 
p.  potr.  But  I wot  not 
when. 

JE.  JEe rj).  Do  your  maifter  worlhip  as  ye  haue 
done  in  time  paft.  [haue  a call, 

p.  pougl)-  Speaks  to  them  : of  mine  office  he  ffiall 
JE.  JEerp.  Harpax , looke  that  thou  doe  well  too, 
and  thy  fellow. 

Harpax.  I warrant,  if  he  will  myne  example  folowe. 
JE.  JEerg.  Curtfie  whoorefons,  douke  you  and 

crouche  at  euery  worde,  [borde. 

p.  pouigb-  Yes  whether  our  maifler  fpeake  earned  or 
ftt.  P«8-  For  this  lieth  vpon  his  preferment  in 

deede.  [fpeede. 

p.  pouigb-  Oft  is  hee  a wower,  but  neuer  doth  he 
JE.  JEerp.  But  with  whome  is  he  nowe  fo  fadly 
roundyng  yond  ? 

p.  pGugf).  With  Nobs  nicebecetur  miferere  fonde. 
[JE.]  JEerg.  God  be  at  your  wedding,  be  ye  fpedde 
alredie  ? , 

I did  not  fuppofe  that  your  loue  was  fo  greedie, 

I perceiue  nowe  ye  haue  chofe  of  deuotion, 

And  ioy  haue  ye  ladie  of  your  promotion. 

|ti.  jitoggter.  Tufhe  foole,  thou  art  deceiued,  this  is 
not  die.  [well  I vife  ye. 

JE.  JEerg.  Well  mocke  muche  of  hir,  and  keepe  hir 
I will  take  no  charge  of  fuch  a faire  piece  keeping. 

JE.  JEumbl.  What  ayleth  thys  fellowe  ? he  driueth 
me  to  weeping.  [merrie  woman, 

P-  Perg.  What  weepe  on  the  weddyng  day?  be 
Though  I fay  it,  ye  haue  chofe  a good  gentleman. 

Jl.  JHcmsst^r.  Kocks  nownes  what  meaned  thou  man, 
tut  a whiftle. 
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[JE.  JEerg.]  Ah  fir,  be  good  to  hir,  (he  is  but  a 
Ah  fweete  lambe  and  coney.  [griftle, 

gi.  gioggter.  Tut  thou  art  deceiued.  [receiued. 

JE.  JEerg.  Weepe  no  more  lady,  ye  (hall  be  well 
Vp  wyth  fome  mery  noyfe  firs,  to  bring  home  the  bride, 
gi.  gioggter.  Gogs  armes  knaue,  art  thou  madde  ? 

I tel  thee  thou  art  wide.  [home  brought. 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  ye  entende  by  nyght  to  haue  hir 
gi.  gioggter.  I tel  thee  no. 

|E.  JEerg.  How  then  ? 

gi.  gtoggter.  Tis  neither  ment  ne  thought. 

JE.  JEerg.  What  (hall  we  then  doe  with  hir? 
gi.  gioggter.  Ah  foolilh  harebraine, 

This  is  not  (he. 

|E-  JEerg.  No  is  ? why  then  vnfayde  againe, 

And  what  yong  girle  is  this  with  your  malhyp  fo  bolde? 
gi.  giogjrfer.  A girle  ? [yere  old. 

|E.  JEerg.  Yea.  I dare  fay,  fcarfe  yet  three  fcore 
gi.  gioggter.  This  fame  is  the  faire  widowes  nourfe 
of  whome  ye  wotte.  [home  olde  trotte, 

|E.  JEerg.  Is  (he  but  a nourfe  of  a houfe  ? hence 
Hence  at  once, 
gi.  giogjster.  No,  no. 

JE-  JEerg.  What  an  pleafe  your  maftrip 
A nourfe  talke  fo  homely  with  one  of  your  wor(hip? 

JR.  gioggter.  I will  haue  it  fo : it  is  my  pleafure  and  will. 
JB.  JEerg.  Then  I am  content.  Nourfe  come 
againe,  tarry  dill.  ( 

gl.  giogjSter.  What,  (he  will  helpe  forward  this  my 
fute  for  hir  part.  [ing  on  my  hart. 

JE-  JEerg.  Then  id  mine  owne  pygs  nie,  and  blefs- 
gi.  gloggter.  This  is  our  bed  friend  man. 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  teach  hir  what  to  fay 
JE.  JErnnbl.  I am  taught  alreadie. 

JE-  JEerg.  Then  go,  make  no  delay, 
gi.  glogsder.  Yet  hark  one  word  in  thine  eare. 

'erg.  Back  firs  from  his  taile.  [counfaile  ? 
logsiter.  Backe  vilaynes,  will  ye  be  priuie  of  my 
JE-  JEerg.  Backe  firs,  fo  : I tolde  you  afore  ye 
woulde  be  (hent. 
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ft  floater.  She  fhall  haue  the  firft  day  a whole 
pecke  of  argent. 

JE.  JEumbl.  A pecke  ? Nomine  pair  is,  haue  ye  fo 
much  fpare  ? [were  it  bare, 

|fi.  floater.  Yea  and  a carte  lode  therto,  or  elfe 
Befides  other  mouables,  houfholde  ftuffe  and  lande. 

JE.  JEumbl.  Haue  ye  lands  too. 
ft.  jlogsrter.  An  hundred  marks. 

JE.  JEerg.  Yea  a thoufand 

|E.  JEumbl.  And  haue  ye  cattell  too?  andfheepetoo? 
JR.  fioggter.  Yea  a fewe.  [fhewe. 

JE.  JEerg.  He  is  afhamed  the  numbre  of  them  to 
Een  rounde  about  him,  as  many  thoufande  fheepe  goes, 
As  he  and  thou  and  I too,  haue  fingers  and  toes. 

JE.  JEumbl.  And  how  many  yeares’  olde  be  you  ? 

Ji,  IRoggter.  Fortie  at  left. 

JE.  JEerg.  Yea  and  thrice  fortie  to  them, 
jk  jtoggter.  Nay  now  thou  doft  ieft. 

I am  not  fo  olde,  thou  mifreckoneft  my  yeares. 

JE.  JEerj.  I know  that : but  my  minde  was  on 
bullockes  and  fteeres. 

JE.  JEumbl.  And  what  fhall  I fhewe  hir  your  mas- 
terfhips  name  is  ? [that  ywis. 

ft.  jHoggter.  Nay  fhe  fhall  make  fute  ere  (he  know 
JE.  JEumbl.  Yet  let  me  fomewhat  knowe. 

JE.  JEerg.  This  is  hee  vnderftand, 

That  killed  the  blewe  Spider  in  Blanchepouder  lande. 
JE.  JEumbl.  Ye&Iefus,  William  zee  law,dydhezo  law? 
JE.  JEerg.  Yea  and  the  laftElephantthateuerheTawe, 
As  the  beaft  paffed  by,  he  ftart  out  of  a bulke, 

And  een  with  pure  ftrength  of  armes  pluckt  out  his 
great  tufke.  [that  ? , 

JE.  JEumbl.  Iefus , nomine  patris , what  a thing  was 
Jft.  floater.  Yea  but  Merygreke  one  thing  thou 
JE.  f&*rg.  What  ? [haft  forgot. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Of  thother  Elephant. 

JE.  JEerg.  Oh  hym  that  fiedde  away. 

§1.  Jioggter.  Yea.  [that  day 

JE.  JEerg.  Yea  he  knew  that  his  match  was  in  place 
Tut,  he  bet  the  king  of  Crickets  on  Chriftfnaffe  day, 
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That  he  crept  in  a hole,  and  not  a worde  to  fay. 

JE.  JErnnbl.  A fore  man  by  zembletee. 

JE.  JEerg.  Why,  he  Wrong  a club 
Once  in  a fray  out  of  the  hande  of  Belzebub. 
p.  Poggter.  And  how  when  Mumfifion  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Oh  your  couftrelyng 
Bore  the  lanterne  a fielde  fo  before  the  gozelyng. 

Nay  that  is  to  long  a matter  now  to  be  tolde : 

Neuer  afke  his  name  Nurfe,  I warrant  thee,  be  bolde, 
He  conquered  in  one  day  from  Rome , to  Naples , 

And  woonne  Townes  nourfe  as  fail  as  thou  canfl  make 
Apples.  [he  is  to  fore. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  O Lorde,  my  heart  quaketh  for  feare  : 
Jl.  JHogStcr.  Thou  makefl  hir  to  much  afearde, 
Merygreeke  no  more. 

This  tale  woulde  feare  my  fweete  heart  Cuftance  right 
euill.  [not  the  deuill. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  let  hir  take  him  Nurfe,  and  feare 
But  thus  is  our  fong  dafht.  Sirs  ye  may  home  againe. 
p.  Poggter.  No  fhall  they  not.  I charge  you  all 
here  to  remaine  : 

The  villaine  flaues  a whole  day  ere  they  can  be  founde. 
P-  pets-  Couch  e on  your  marybones  whoorefons, 
down  to  the  ground. 

Was  it  meete  he  Ihould  tarie  fo  long  in  one  place 
Without  harmonie  of  Mufike,  or  fome  folace  ? 

Who  fo  hath  fuche  bees  as  your  maifter  in  hys  head, 
Had  neede  to  haue  his  fpirites  witrf  Mufike  to  be  fed. 
By  your  maifterlhips  licence. 

Jl.  poggter.  What  is  that  ? a moate  ? [your  coate. 
JB.  Jttcrj).  No  it  was  a fooles  feather  had  light  on 
P-  Pointer.  I was  nigh  no  feathers  fmce  I came 
from  my  bed.  [your  hed. 

P-  perj.  No  fir,  it  was  a haire  that  was  fall  from 
31.  pointer.  My  men  com  when  it  plefe  them. 

JE.  JEerg.  By  your  leue. 

3* • Pointer.  What  is  that  ? [foot  of  a gnat, 

p.  Pern.  Your  gown  was  foule  fpotted  with  the 
p.  Pointer.  Their  maifter  to  offende  they  are  no- 
What  now  ? [thing  afearde. 
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JE.  | Eerg.  A loufy  haire  from  your  maflerfhips 
beard.  [one  offence. 

Omnes  famulcz.  And  fir  for  Nurfes  fake  pardon  this 
We  fhall  not  after  this  fhew  the  like  negligence. 

ft.  ftoggter.  I pardon  you  this  once,  and  come  fing 
nere  the  wurfe.  [tleman  nurfe  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  How  like  you  the  goodneffe  of  this  gen- 
JE.  JEttmbl.  God  faue  his  maiflerfhip  that  fo  can 
his  men  forgeue, 

And  I wyll  heare  them  fing  ere  I go,  by  his  leaue. 
ft.  ftoggter.  Mary  and  thou  (halt  wenche,  come  we 
two  will  daunce.  [fong  perchaunce. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  Nay  I will  by  myne  owne  felfe  foote  the 
ft.  ftoggter.  Go  to  it  firs  luflily. 

JE.  JEuntbl.  Pipe  vp  a mery  note, 

Let  me  heare  it  playde,  I will  foote  it  for  a grote. 

Cantent.  [miflreffe. 

ft.  ftoggter.  Now  nurfe  take  thy  s fame  letter  here  to  thy 
And  as  my  trufl  is  in  thee  plie  my  bufineffe. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  It  fhalbe  done  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Who  made  it  ? 
ft.  ftoggter.  I wrote  it  ech  whit. 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  nedes  it  no  mending, 
ft.  ftogjsUr.  No,  no. 

JE.  JEerg.  No  I know  your  wit. 

I warrant  it  wel. 

JE.  JEttmb.  It  fhal  be  deliuered. 

But  if  ye  fpeede,  fhall  I be  confidered  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Whough,  doll  thou  doubt  of  that  ? 
JEabge.  What  fhal  I hpue  ? [deuife  to  craue. 

JE.  JEerg.  An  hundred  times  more  than  thou  canft 
JE.  JEttmbl.  Shall  I haue  fome  newe  geare?  for 
my  olde  is  all  fpent.  [ladies  rayment. 

JE.  JEerg.  The  worfl  kitchen  wench  fhall  goe  in 
JE.  JEttmbl.  Yea?  [go  better 

JE.  JEerg.  And  the  worfl  drudge  in  the  houfe  fhal 
Than  your  miflreffe  doth  now. 

JEar.  Then  I trudge  with  your  letter,  [mine  owne. 
ft.  ftogsJter.  Now  may  I repofe  me  : Cuflance  is 
Let  vs  fing  and  play  homeward  that  it  may  be  knowne. 
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J*t.  peQ.  But  are  you  fure,  that  your  letter  is  well 
Jl.  JiogjBlter.  I wrote  it  my  felfe.  [enough  ? 

P perj.  Then  fmg  we  to  dinner. 

Here  they  fmg , and  go  out  fmging. 

Actus,  j.  Scaena.  v. 

djrtgttan  Custance.  JEargerie  JEumbleerugt. 

Ho  tooke  thee  thys  letter 
Margerie  Mumblecruft? 
JE.  JEumbl.  A luflie  gay 
bacheler  tooke  it  me  of 
truft, 

And  if  ye  feeke  to  him  he  will  lowe  your  doing. 

(£.  Cugtance.  Yea,  but  where  learned  he  that  man- 
ner of  wowing  ? [take, 

JE.  JEumbl.  If  to  fue  to  hym,  you  will  any  paines 
He  will  haue  you  to  his  wife  (he  fayth)  for  my  fake. 

<£.  (ftttsftattce.  Some  wife  gentleman  belike.  I am 
befpoken  : 

And  I thought  verily  thys  had  bene  fome  token  [pleafe 
From  my  dere  fpoufe  Gawin  Goodluck,  whom  when  him 
God  luckily  fende  home  to  both  our  heartes  eafe. 

JE.  JEumbl.  A ioyly  man  it  is  I wote  well  by  report, 
And  would  haue  you  to  him  for  marriage  refort : 

Bell  open  the  writing,  and  fee  what  it  doth  fpeake. 

(&.  Cugtauce.  At  thys  time  ndhrfe  - 1 will  neither 
reade  ne  breake. 

J E.  JEumbl.  He  promifed  to  giue  you  a whole 
pecke  of  golde.  [fhall  be  all  tolde. 

(£.  CujStance.  Perchaunce  lacke  of  a pynte  when  it 
JE.  JEumbl.  I would  take  a gay  riche  hufbande, 
and  I were  you.  [if  I were  thou. 

C.  CujStunce.  In  good  footh  Madge,  een  fo  would  I, 
But  no  more  of  this  fond  talke  now,  let  vs  go  in, 

And  fee  thou  no  more  moue  me  folly  to  begin. 

Nor  bring  mee  no  mo  letters  for  no  mans  pleafure, 

But  thou  know  from  whom. 

JE.  JEumbl.  I warrant  ye  fhall  be  fure. 
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Actus,  ij.  Scaena.  j. 

pobinet  JSBottgljtw. 

Here  is  the  houfe  I goe 
to,  before  or  behinde? 
I know  not  where  nor 
when  nor  how  I fhal 
it  finde. 

If  I had  ten  mens  bodies 
and  legs  and  ftrength, 
This  trotting  that  I haue 
mutt  needes  lame  me  at  length. 

And  nowe  that  my  maifter  is  new  fet  on  wowyng, 

I truft  there  lhall  none  of  vs  finde  lacke  of  doyng  : 
Two  paire  of  fhoes  a day  will  nowe  be  too  litle  - 
To  feme  me,  I muft.trotte  to  and  fro  fo  mickle. 

Go  beare  me  thys  token,  carrie  me  this  letter, 

Nowe  this  is  the  belt  way,  nowe  that  way  is  better. 

Yp  before  day  firs,  I charge  you,  an  houre  or  twaine, 
Trudge,  do  me  thys  meffage,  and  bring  worde  quicke 
again  e, 

If  one  miffe  but  a minute,  then  his  armes  and  woundes, 
I woulde  not  haue  flacked  for  ten  thoufand  poundes. 
Nay  fee  I befeeche  you,  if  my  moft  truftie  page, 

Goe  not  nowe  aboute  to  hinder  my  mariage, 

So  feruent  hotte  wowyng,  and  fo  farre  from  wiuing, 

I trowe  neuer  was  any  creature  liuyng, 

With  euery  woman  is  he  in  fome  loues  pang, 

Then  vp  to  our  lute  at  midnight,  twangledome  twang, 
Then  twang  with  our  fonets,  and  twang  with  bur  dumps, 
And  heyhough  from  our  heart,  as  heauie  as  lead  lumpes : 
Then  to  our  recorder  with  toodleloodle  poope 
As  the  howlet  out  of  an  yuie  bulhe  fhould  hoope. 
Anon  to  ourgitterne,  thrumpledum,  thrumpledum thrum, 
Thrumpledum,  thrumpledum,  thrumpledum,  thrumple- 
Of  Songs  and  Balades  alfo  he  is  a maker,  [dum  thmm. 
And  that  can  he  as  finely  doe  as  lacke  Raker, 

Yea  and  extempore  will  he  dities  compofe, 
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Foolifhe  Marfias  nere  made  the  like  I fuppofe, 

Yet  muft  we  ling  them,  as  good  ftuffe  I vndertake, 

As  for  fuch  a pen  man  is  well  fittyng  to  make. 

Ah  for  thefe  long  nights,  heyhow,  when  will  it  be  day? 
I feare  ere  I come  fhe  will  be  wowed  away. 

Then  when  aunfwere  is  made  that  it  may  not  bee, 

0 death  why  commeft  thou  not  ? by  and  by  (fayth  he) 
But  then,  from  his  heart  to  put  away  forowe, 

He  is  as  farre  in  with  fome  newe  loue  next  morowe. 
But  in  the  meane  feafon  we  trudge  and  we  trot, 

From  dayfpring  to  midnyght,  I fit  not,  nor  red  not. 
And  now  am  I fent  to  dame  Chridian  Cudance : 

But  I feare  it  will  ende  with  a mocke  for  padance. 

1 bring  hir  a ring,  with  a token  in  a cloute, 

And  by  all  geffe,  this  fame  is  hir  houfe  out  of  doute. 

I knowe  it  nowe  perfect,  I am  in  my  right  way. 

And  loe  yond  the  olde  nourfe  that  was  wyth  vs  lad  day. 


Actus,  ij.  Scaena.  ij. 

JEage  JEtxmblecnrj&t.  pobinet  portgljtte. 


JE.  JEmttbl.  gfi|g  Was  nere  fo  Ihoke  vp  afore 

fmce  I was  borne, 
That  our  midreffe  coulde 
not  haue  chid  I wold 
hahe  fworne  : 

And  I pray  God  I die  if  I ment  any  harme, 

But  for  my  life  time  this  fhall  be  to  me  a charme. 
p.  pougl).  God  you  faue  and  fee  nurfe,  and  howe 
is  it  with  you  ? [fuche  as  thou. 

r.  JEttmbl.  Mary  a great  deale  the  worfe  it  is  for 
pottgb-  For. me  ? Why  fo  ? 

Jit.  JEurnb.  Why  wer  not  thou  one  of  them,  fay, 
That  fong  and  playde  here  with  the  gentleman  lad 
day  ? [him  fpoken. 

P-  Poirgl).  Yes,  and  he  would  know  if  you  haue  for 
And  prayes  you  to  deliuer  this  ring  and  token,  [brother, 
JE.  JEtimbl.  Nowe  by  the  token  that  God  tokened 
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I will  deliuer  no  token  one  nor  other. 

I haue  once  ben  fo  ftient  for  your  maifters  pleafure, 

As  I will  not  be  agayne  for  all  hys  treafure. 
p.  pottgl).  He  will  thank  you  woman. 

JE.  JEmttbi.  I will  none  of  his  thanke.  Ex. 

p.  pongl)'  I weene  I am  a prophete,  this  geare  will 
proue  blanke  : 

But  what  Ihould  I home  againe  without  anfwere  go  ? 

It  were  better  go  to  Rome  on  my  head  than  fo.  ' 

I will  tary  here  this  moneth,  but  fome  of  the  houfe 
Shall  take  it  of  me,  and  then  I care  not  a loufe. 

But  yonder  commeth  forth  a wenche  or  a ladde, 

If  he  haue  not  one  Lumbardes  touche,  my  lucke  is  bad. 

Actus,  ij.  Scsena.  iij. 

ofatepente.  p.  potrgl).  <&ibet  $tl. 

Am  cleane  lofl  for  lacke  of 
mery  companie, 

We  gree  not  halfe  well  within, 
our  wenches  and  I, 

They  will  commaunde  like 
miftreffes,  they  will  forbyd, 
If  they  be  not  ferued,  Trupeny  mull  be  chyd. 

Let  them  be  as  mery  nowe  as  ye  can  defire, 

With  turnyng  of  a hande,  our  mirth  lieth  in  the  mire, 

I can  not  fkill  of  fuch  chaungeable  mettle, 

There  is  nothing  with  them  but  in  docke  out  nettle. 

p.  pottgl).  Whether  is  it  better  that  I fpeake  to  him 
Or  he  firfl  to  me,  it  is  good  to  call  the  wurll.  [furll, 
If  I beginne  firft,  he  will  fmell  all  my  purpofe, 
Othervvife  I fhall  not  neede  any  thing  to  difclofe. 
^rttpeng.  What  boy  haue  we  yonder?  I will  fee 
what  he  is.  [ywis. 

p.  pottgl).  He  commeth  to  me.  It  is  hereabout 
tfrntpeng.  Wouldelt  thou  ought  friende,  that  thou 
looked,  fo  about  ? [no,  I dout. 

p.  pottgl).  Yea,  but  whether  ye  can  helpe  me  or 


^rupeng. 
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I feeke  to  one  miftreffe  Cuftance  houfe  here  dwellyng. 
Stttpettte.  It  is  my  miftreffe  ye  feeke  too  by  your  telling, 
p.  pottgl).  Is  there  any  of  that  name  heere  but  fhee? 
Srttpettie.  Not  one  in  all  the  whole  towne  that  I 
knowe  pardee. 

p.  pong!).  A Widowe  lhe  is  I trow. 

Srttpente.  And  what  and  fhe  be  ? 
p.  pottgl).  But  enfured  to  an  hufbande. 

Sntpenie.  Yea,  fo  thinke  we. 

P-  pottgl).  And  I dwell  with  hir  hufbande  that 
trufteth  to  be. 

Srttpentc.  In  faith  then  mull  thou  needes  be  wel- 
come to  me, 

Let  vs  for  acquaintance  fhake  handes  togither, 

And  what  ere  thou  be,  heartily  welcome  hither. 

Sab.  Salk.  Well  Trupenie  neuer  but  flinging. 

$Ut.  JUgfaee.  And  frifking?  [and  whifkyng? 

trupenie.  Well  Tibet  and  Annot,  ftill  fwingyng 
<ZTtb.  Salk.  But  ye  roile  abroade. 

&tt.  JUgface.  In  the  flreete  euere  where.  « 
Srttpeitte.  Where  are  ye  twaine,  in  chambers  when 
ye  mete  me  there  ? 

But  come  hither  fooles,  I haue  one  nowe  by  the  hande, 
Seruant  to  hym  that  mufl  be  our  miftreffe  hufbande, 
Byd  him  welcome. 

&tt.  ^llgface.  To  me  truly  is  he  welcome.  [come. 
Stb.  Salk.  Forfooth  and  as  I may  fay,  heartily  wel- 
p.  Pottgl).  I thank  you  miftreffe  maides 
$ltt.  ^tlgfate.  I hope  we  fhal  better  know 
. Sab.  Salk.  And  when  wil  our  new  mailer  come, 
p.  pottgl).  Shortly  I trow.  [reforte 

Sab.  Salk.  I would  it  were  to  morow  : for  till  he 
Our  miftreffe  being  a Widow  hath  fmall  comforte, 

And  I hearde  our  nourfe  fpeake  of  an  hufbande  to  day 
Ready  for  our  miftreffe,  a riche  man  and  a gay, 

And  we  fhall  go  in  our  frenche  hoodes  euery  day, 

In  our  hike  caffocks  (I  warrant  you)  frefhe  and  gay, 

In  our  tricke  ferdegews  and  billiments  of  golde, 

Braue  in  our  futes  of  chaunge  feuen  double  folde, 
Then  fhall  ye  fee  Tibet  firs,  treade  the  moffe  fo  trimme, 
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Nay,  why  fayd  I treade  ? ye  shall  fee  hir  glide  and 
fwimme, 

Not  lumperdee  clumperdee  like  our  fpaniell  Rig.  [fig, 
Snip  eng.  Mary  then  prickmedaintie  come  tode  me  a 
Who  (hall  then  know  our  Tib  Talke  apace  trow  ye? 
An.  JUpface.  And  why  not  Annot  Alyface  as  fyne 
as  she  ? [none  ? 

Srnpeng.  And  what  had  Tom  Trupeny,  a father  or 
An.  JUgface.  Then  our  prety  newe  come  man  will 
looke  to  be  one.  [knot. 

Sr up  eng.  We  foure  I truft  (hall  be  a ioily  mery 
Shall  we  fing  a fitte  to  welcome  our  friende,  Annot  ? 
Att.  Algfece.  Perchaunce  he  can  not  fing. 
p.  pong!).  I am  at  all  affayes.  [alwayes. 

Sab.  Salk.  By  cocke  and  the  better  welcome  to  vs 


Here  they  fing. 


A thing  very  fitte 
For  them  that  haue  witte, 
And  are  felowes  knitte 
Seruants  in  one  houfe  to  bee. 
Is  fad  fad  for  to  fitte, 

And  not  oft  to  flitte, 

Nor  varie  a whitte, 

But  louingly  to  agree. 


No  man  for  defpite,  . 
By  worde  or  by  write 
His  felowe  to  twite, 

But  further  in  honedie, 
No  good  turnes  en twite, 
Nor  olde  fores  recite, 
But  let  all  goe  quite, 
And  louingly  to  agree. 


No  man  complain yng, 
Nor  other  difdayning, 

For  Ioffe  or  for  gainyng, 
But  felowes  orfriendstobee. 
No  grudge  remainyng, 

No  worke  refrainyng, 

Nor  helpe  redrainyng, 

But  louingly  to  agree. 


After  drudgerie, 

When  they  be  werie, 

Then  to  be  merie,  [free 
To  laugh  and  fing  they  be 
With  chip  and  cherie 
Heigh  derie  derie, 

Trill  on  the  berie, 

And  louingly  to  agree. 

Finis. 


Sib.  Salk.  Wyll  you  now  in  with  vs  vnto  our  mis- 
treffe  go  ? [two. 

p.  pougb-  I haue  fird  for  my  maider  an  errand  or 
But  I haue  here  from  him  a token  and  a ring,  [bring. 
They  (hall  haue  mode  thanke  of  hir  that  fird  doth  it 
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Sib.  Salk.  Mary  that  will  I. 

Srttpenp.  See  and  Tibet  (natch  not  now. 

Sib.  Salk.  And  why  may  not  I fir,  get  thanks  as 
well  as  you  ? Exeat . [you  both. 

$Ut.  JUgface.  Yet  get  ye  not  all,  we  wall  go  with 
And  haue  part  of  your  thanks  be  ye  neuer  fo  loth. 

\Exeant  omnes. 

P-  pottfll).  So  my  handes  are  ridde  of  it : I care 
for  no  more. 

I may  now  return  home  : fo  durft  I not  afore.  Exeat . 


Actus,  ij.  Scaena.  iiij. 


C Susrtance.  Sibet.  $umot  JUgfaee.  Srupeng. 


S.  Sttftance. 


Ay  come  forth  all  three  : 
and  come  hither  pretie 
mayde : 

Will  not  fo  many  fore  warn- 
ings make  youafrayde? 


Sib.  Salk.  Yes  forfoth. 

S.  Sugtattce.  But  ftil  be  a runner  vp  and  downe 
Still  be  a bringer  of  tidings  and  tokens  to  towne. 

Sib.  Salk.  No  forfoth  miftreffe. 

S.  Sugtance.  Is  all  your  delite  and  ioy 
In  whilkyng  and  ramping  abroade  like  a Tom  boy. 
Sib.  Salk.  Forfoth  thefe  were  there  too,  Annot  and 
Trupenie.  [denie. 

Srupenie.  Yea  but  ye  alone  tooke  it,  ye  can  not 
$Lnnot  $tlg.  Yea  that  ye  did. 

Sibet.  But  if  I had  not,  ye  twaine  would. 

Ot.  Sugtanee.  You  great  calfe  ye  fhould  haue  more 
witte,  fo  ye  (hould  : 

But  why  fhoulde  any  of  you  take  fuch  things  in  hande? 
Sibet.  Becaufe  it  came  from  him  that  mull  be  your 
dt.  Sttjstattce.  How  do  ye  know  that  ? [hufbande. 
Sibet.  Forfoth  the  boy  did  fay  fo. 

Ot.  StxjStanee.  What  was  his  name  ? 

An.  Algfaee.  We  alked  not. 

Ot.  Sujrtanee.  No  did? 
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Iitt.  JUiface.  He  is  not  farre  gone  of  likelyhod. 
Sattpettg.  I will  fee.  [bring  him  to  me. 

(£.  Cugtance.  If  thou  canft  finde  him  in  the  flreete 
(ftntpenie.  Yes.  Exeat. 

(£.  (CatiStattte.  Well  ye  naughty  girles,  if  euer  I perceiue 
That  henceforth  you  do  letters  or  tokens  receiue, 

To  bring  vnto  me  from  any  perl'on  or  place. 

Except  ye  firft  fhewe  me  the  partie  face  to  face, 
Eyther  thou  or  thou,  full  truly  abye  thou  fhalt. 

Subct.  Pardon  this,  and  the  next  tyme  pouder  me 
in  fait.  [to  beware. 

(£.  GHtgtana.  I fhall  make  all  girles  by  you  twaine 
Slabet.  If  euer  1 offende  againe  do  not  me  fpare. 

But  if  euer  I fee  that  falfe  boy  any  more 
By  your  miflre(hyps  licence  I tell  you  afore 
I will  rather  haue  my  cote  twentie  times  fwinged, 
Than  on  the  naughtie  wag  not  to  be  auenged. 

(&.  (ftttjStanee.  Good  wenches  would  not  fo  rampe 
abrode  ydelly, 

But  keepe  within  doores,  and  plie  their  work  eameflly, 
If  one  would  fpeake  with  me  that  is  a man  likely, 

Ye  fhall  haue  right  good  thanke  to  bring  me  worde 
But  otherwyfe  with  meffages  to  come  in  poll  [quickly. 
From  henceforth  I promife  you,  fhall  be  to  your  cofl. 
Get  you  in  to  your  work. 

S[tb.  $Ut.  Yes  forfoth. 

C.  (ftetaitce.  Hence  both  twaine. 

And  let  me  fee  you  play  me  fuch  a part  againe. 

^ntpettg.  Maiftreffe,  I haue  runne  paft  the  farre 
ende  of  the  flreete, 

Yet  can  I not  yonder  craftie  boy  fee  nor  meete. 

<2L  (fetartce.  No  ? 

<&ntpettg.  Yet  I looked  as  farre  beyonde  the  people. 
As  one  may  fee  out  of  the  toppe  of  Paules  fleeple. 

C-  (STugtattce.  Hence  in  at  doores,  and  let  me  no 
more  be  vext.  [the  next. 

STrupettp.  Forgeue  me  this  one  fault,  and  lay  on  for 
(£.  CtrjStattce.  Now  will  I in  too,  for  I thinke  fo  God 
me  mende, 

This  will  proue  fome  foolifhe  matter  in  the  ende.  Exeat. 
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Actus.  [i]ij.  Scsena.  j. 

J¥tatl)etx»e  JEergareeke. 

Owe  fay  thys  again  e : 
he  hath  fomewhat 
to  dooing 

Which  followeth  the 
trace  of  one  that 
is  wowing, 

Specially  that  hath  no 
more  wit  in  his 
hedde, 

Than  my  coufm  Roifler  Doifter  withall  is  ledde. 

I am  fent  in  all  hafte  to  efpie  and  to  marke 
How  our  letters  and  tokens  are  likely  to  warke. 
Maifter  Roifter  Doifter  muft  haue  aunfwere  in  hafte 
For  he  loueth  not  to  fpende  much  labour  in  wafte. 

No  we  as  for  Chriftian  Cuftance  by  this  light, 

Though  fhe  had  not  hir  trouthtoGawinGoodluck  plight, 
Yet  rather  than  with  fuch  a loutifhe  dolte  to  marie, 

I dare  fay  woulde  lyue  a poore  lyfe  folitarie, 

But  fayne  would  I fpeake  with  Cuftance  if  I will  how 
To  laugh  at  the  matter,  yond  commeth  one  forth  now. 

Actus,  iij.  Scasna.  ij. 

<ftibet.  JE.  JEerggreeke.  €l)n^tian  (fetance. 

H that  I might  but  once  in 
my  liTe  haue  a fight 
Of  him  that  made  vs  all  fo 
yll  ftient  by  this  light, 
He  fliould  neuer  efcape  if  I 
had  him  by  the  eare, 
But  euen  from  his  head,  I would  it  bite  or  teare. 

Yea  and  if  one  of  them  were  not  inowe, 
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I would  bite  them  both  off,  I make  God  auow. 

JE.  JEerg.  What  is  he,  whome  this  little  moufe 
doth  fo  threaten  ? 

Sib.  Salk.  I woulde  teache  him  I trow,  to  make 
girles  fhent  or  beaten. 

JE.  JEerg.  I will  call  hir : Maide  with  whome  are 
ye  fo  haftie  ? [paftie, 

^fib.  Salk.  Not  with  you  'fir,  but  with  a little  wag- 
A deceiuer  of  folkes,  by  fubtill  craft  and  guile. 

JE.  JEerg.  I knowe  where  the  is  : Dobinet  hath 
wrought  fome  wile.  [fayd  was  fent 

Sab.  Salk.  He  brought  a ring  and  token  which  he 
From  our  dames  hufbande,  but  I wot  well  I was  fhent : 
For  it  liked  hir  as  well  to  tell  you  no  lies, 

As  water  in  hir  fhyppe,  or  fait  call  in  hir  eies  : 

And  yet  whence  it  came  neyther  we  nor  fhe  can  tell. 

JE.  JEerg.  We  fhall  haue  fport  anone  : I like  this 
very  well. 

And  dwell  ye  herewith  miflreffe  Cuflance  faire  maide? 

Sib.  Salk.  Yea  mary  doe  I fir : what  would  ye  haue 
fayd  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  A little  meffage  vnto  hir  by  worde  of 
mouth.  [forfoth. 

Sib.  Salk.  No  meffages  by  your  leaue,  nor  tokens 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  help  me  to  fpeke  with  hir. 

Sibet.  With  a good  wil  that. 

Here  fhe  commeth forth.  Nowfpeake  ye  knowbefl  what. 

S.  (tatattce.  None  other  life  with  you  maide,  but 
abrode  to  fkip  ? [your  miflreffhip. 

Sib.  Salk.  Forfoth  here  is  one  would  fpeake  with 

S-  Sixtftaitce.  Ah,  haue  ye  ben  learning  of  mo  mes- 
fages  now  ? 

Sib.  Salk.  I would  not  heare  his  minde,  but  bad 
him  fhewe  it  to  you. 

S.  Cttjstattce.  In  at  dores. 

Sib.  Salk.  I am  gon.  Ex. 

JE.  JEerg.  Dame  Cuflance  god  ye  faue. 

S.  (ZtttjStance.  Welcome  friend  Merygreeke : and 
what  thing  wold  ye  haue  ? [breake. 

JE.  JEerg.  I am  come  to  you  a little  matter  to 
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(£.  (Satgtattee.  But  fee  it  be  honeft,  elfe  better  not  to 
fpeake.  [of  late  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Howe  feele  ye  your  felfe  affected  here 
(£.  (ftttgtaitce.  I feele  no  maner  chaunge  but  after 
But  wherby  do  ye  meane  ? [the  olde  rate. 

JE.  JEerg.  Concerning  mariage. 

Doth  not  loue  lade  you  ? 

Ot.  (Jfttgtattce.  I feele  no  fuch  cariage. 

JE.  JEerg.  Doe  ye  feele  no  pangues  of  dotage  ? 

aunfwere  me  right.  [the  night 

(&.  (STttjstattce.  I dote  fo,  that  I make  but  one  fleepe  all 
But  what  neede  all  thefe  wordes  ? 

|R-  pm!-  Oh  Iefus,  will  ye  fee 
What  diffemblyng  creatures  thefe  fame  women  be  ? 
The  gentleman  ye  wote  of,  whome  ye  doe  fo  loue, 
That  ye  woulde  fayne  marrie  him,  yf  ye  durfl  it  moue, 
Emong  other  riche  widowes,  which  are  of  him  glad, 
Left  ye  for  lefmg  of  him  perchaunce  might  runne  mad, 
Is  no  we  contented  that  vpon  your  fute  making, 

Ye  be  as  one  in  election  of  taking. 

(£.  (Eutftance.  What  a tale  is  this  ? that  I wote  of  ? 
whome  I loue  ? 

P Jtterji.  Yea  and  he  is  as  louing  aworme  againe 
as  a doue. 

Een  of  very  pitie  he  is  willyng  you  to  take, 

Bicaufe  ye  fhall  not  deftroy  your  felfe  for  his  fake. 

(£.  (£ttstanee.  Mary  God  yelde  his  mafhyp  what  euer 
It  is  gentmanly  fpoken.  * [he  be, 

P-  PevS.  Is  it  not  trowe  ye  ? 

If  ye  haue  the  grace  now  to  offer  your  felf,  ye  fpeede. 
C.  CujStattce.  As  muche  as  though  I did,  this  time 
it  fhall  not  neede, 

But  what  gentman  is  it,  I pray  you  tell  me  plaine, 
That  woweth  fo  finely  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Lo  where  ye  be  againe, 

As  though  ye  knewe  him  not. 

(!t.  (JTttjStance.  Tufh  ye  fpeake  in  ieft. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  fure,  the  partie  is  in  good  knacking 
eameft, 
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And  haue  you  he  will  (he  fayth)  and  haue  you  he  mull. 
(S.  (tfatglattee.  I am  promifedduryng  my  life,  that  is  iufl. 
jtt-p  erg.  Mary  fo  thinketh  he,  vnto  him  alone. 

( S • Cu^tance.  No  creature  hath  my  faith  and  trouth 
but  one, 

That  is  Gawin  Goodlucke  : and  if  it  be  not  hee, 

He  hath  no  title  this  way  w«hat  euer  he  be, 

Nor  I know  none  to  whome  I haue  fuch  worde  fpoken. 
JE.  JEerg.  Ye  knowe  him  not  you  by  his  letter  and 
token. 

(S.  (Jtatance.  In  dede  true  it  is,  that  a letter  I haue, 
But  I neuer  reade  it  yet  as  God  me  faue. 

JE.  JEerg.  Ye  a woman?  and  your  letter  fo  long 
vnredde. 

< S'  (£u£tatue.  Ye  may  therby  know  what  haft  I haue 
to  wTedde. 

But  now  who  it  is,  for  my  hande  I knowe  by  geffe. 

JE.  JEerg.  Ah  well  I fay. 

(S . Cttsftance.  It  is  Roifter  Doifter  doubtleffe. 

Jtt.  perg.  Will  ye  neuer  leaue  this  diffimulation  ? 
Ye  know  hym  not. 

(S'  Gtotance.  But  by  imagination, 

For  no  man  there  is  but  a very  dolt  and  loute 
That  to  wowe  a Widowe  woulde  fo  go  about. 

He  fhall  neuer  haue  me  hys  wife  while  he  doe  liue. 
JE.  JEerg.  Then  will  he  haue  you  if  he  may,  fo 
mote  I thriue, 

And  he  biddeth  you  fende  him  worde  by  me, 

That  ye  humbly  befeech  him,  ye  may  his  wife  be, 

And  that  there  fhall  be  no  let  in  you  nor  miftruft, 

But  to  be  wedded  on  funday  next  if  he  luft, 

And  biddeth  you  to  looke  for  him. 

(S'  (Jtotatice.  Doth  he  byd  fo  ? 

|tt.  JEerg.  When  he  commeth,  afke  hym  whether 
he  did  or  no  ? 

(S'  (Jtatarue.  Goe  fay,  that  I bid  him  keepe  him 
warme  at  home 

For  if  he  come  abroade,  he  fhall  cough  me  a mome. 
My  mynde  was  vexed,  I threw  his  head  fottifh  dolt. 
JE.  JEerg.  He  hath  in  his  head. 
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(&.  Cugtattce.  As  much  braine  as  a burbolt. 

P perS.  Well  dame  Cuftance,  if  he  heare  you  thus 
(£.  (Stetattce.  What  will  he  ? [play  chojftoge. 

JE.  JEerg.  Play  the  deuill  in  the  horologe. 

C.  (G/ttgtance.  I defye  him  loute. 

P-  ptrg.  Shall  I tell  hym  what  ye  fay  ? 

C.  (Ifetance.  Yea  and  adde  what  fo  euer  thou  canft, 
I thee  pray, 

And  I will  auouche  it  what  fo  euer  it  bee. 

P P«s-  Then  let  me  alone  we  will  laugh  well 
ye  fliall  fee, 

It  will  not  be  long  ere  he  will  hither  reforte. 

(£.  (JTrtjStance.  Let  hym  come  when  hym  lull,  I wiflie 
no  better  fport. 

Fare  ye  well,  I will  in,  and  read  my  great  letter. 

I (hall  to  my  wower  make  anfwere  the  better.  Exeat. 


Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  iij. 

JEatljetu  JEerggreeke.  fiotgter  pointer. 


P-  P«s-  gg|i|Owe  that  the  whole  anfwere 

in  my  deuife  doth  reft, 

I Ihall  paint  out  our  wower 
in  colours  of  the  beft. 
And  all  that  I fay  Ihall  be  on 
Cuftances  mouth, 

She  is  author  of  all  that  I fhall  fpeake  forfoth. 

But  yond  commeth  Roifter  Doifter  nowe  in  a traunce. 
JR,.  JRogjSter.  luno  fende  me  this  day  good  lucke  and 
good  chaunce. 

I can  not  but  come  fee  how  Merygreeke  doth  fpeede. 

P.  p«s.  I will  not  fee  him,  but  giue  him  a iutte 
I crie  your  mafterfhyp  mercie.  [in  deede. 

JR.  fiogster.  And  whither  now  ? [you. 

|E.  JEerg.  As  fall  as  I could  runne  fir  in  pofte  againft 
But  why  fpeake  ye  fo  faintly,  or  why  are  ye  fo  fad  ? 
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JR.  JRoggter.  Thou  k no  wed  the  prouerbe,  bycaufe  I 
can  not  be  had. 

Hall  thou  fpoken  with  this  woman  ? 
ja.  Itterg.  Yea  that  I haue. 

JR.  fioggter.  And  what  will  this  geare  be  ? 

JR.  Jit  erg.  No  fo  God  me  faue. 

JR.  floggter.  Had  thou  a flat  anfwer  ? 

JR.  JRerg.  Nay  a fharp  anfwer. 

JR.  JRog-ster.  What  [hir  cat 

JR.  jRerg.  Ye  fhall  not  (fhe  fayth)  by  hir  will  marry 
Ye  are  fuch  a calfe,  fuch  an  affe,  fuch  a blocke, 

Such  a lilburne,  fuch  a hoball,  fuch  a lobcocke, 

And  bicaufe  ye  fhoulde  come  to  hir  at  no  feafon,, 

She  defpifed  your  mafliip  out  of  all  reafon. 

Bawawe  what  ye  fay  (ko  I)  of  fuch  a ientman, 

Nay  I feare  him  not  (ko  fhe)  doe  the  beft  he  can. 

He  vaunteth  him  felfe  for  a man  of  proweffe  greate, 
Where  as  a good  gander  I dare  fay  may  him  beate. 
And  where  he  is  louted  and  laughed  to  fkorne, 

For  the  verieft  dolte  that  euer  was  borne, 

And  verieft  lubber,  flouen  and  bead, 

Liuing  in  this  worlde  from  the  wed  to  the  ead  : 

Yet  of  himfelfe  hath  he  fuche  opinion, 

That  in  all  the  worlde  is  not  the  like  minion. 

He  thinketh  eche  woman  to  be  brought  in  dotage 
With  the  onely  fight  of  his  goodly  perfonage  : [flocke, 
Yet  none  that  will  haue  hym : we  do  hym  loute  and 
And  make  him  among  vs,  our  common  fporting  docke, 
And  fo  would  I now  (ko  fhe)  faue  onely  bicaufe, 
Better  nay  (ko  I)  I lud  not  medle  with  dawes. 

Ye  are  happy  (ko  I)  that  ye  are  a woman, 

This  would  cod  you  your  life  in  cafe  ye  were  a man. 
JR.  JRogjffter.  Yea  an  hundred  thouland  pound  fhould 
not  faue  hir  life.  [your  wife, 

JR.  JR  erg.  No  but  that  ye  wowe  hir  to  haue  hir  to 
But  I coulde  not  doppe  hir  mouth. 

JR.  JRogster.  Heigh  how  alas, 

JR.  JRerg.  Be  of  good  cheere  man,  and  let  the 
worlde  paffe.  * [not  bee. 

JR.  JRoggter.  What  fhall  I doe  or  fay  nowe  that  it  will 
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JE.  JEerg.  Ye  (hall  haue  choife  of  a thoufande  as 
good  as  fhee, 

And  ye  mud  pardon  hir,  it  is  for  lacke  of  witte. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Yea,  for  were  not  I an  hufbande  for 
Well  what  fhould  I now  doe  ? [hir  fitte  7 

JE.  JEerg.  In  faith  I can  not  tell. 

JR.  gloggter.  I will  go  home  and  die. 

JE.  JEerg.  Then  fhall  I bidde  toll  the  bell  ? 

JR.  glogjster.  No. 

P-  Perj.  God  haue  mercie  on  your  foule,  ah  good 
gentleman, 

That  er  ye  fhuld  th[u]s  dye  for  an  vnkinde  woman, 
Will  ye  drinke  once  ere  ye  goe. 

JR.  JRoigter.  No,  no,  I will  none. 

JE.  JEerg.  How  feele  your  foule  to  God. 

JR.  gioteter.  I am  nigh  gone, 
p.  PcrS.  And  fhall  we  hence  flreight  ? 
gi.  flog*  ter.  Yea. 

JE.  JEerg.  Placebo  dilexi.  \vt  infra  * 

Maifler  Doifler  Doifler  will  flreight  go  home  and  die. 
JR.  JRoggter.  Heigh  how,  alas,  the  pangs  of  death 
my  hearte  do  breake. 

P.  Pcrj).  Holde  your  peace  for  fhame  fir,  a dead 
man  may  not  fpeake.  [haue  ? 

Nequando  : What  mourners  and  what  torches  fhall  we 
!&■  itojsttr.  None.  [graue, 

p.  pcrfi.  Dirige . He  will  go  darklyng  to  his 
Neque,  lux , neque  crux , neque  mourners?  neque  clinke, 
He  will  fleale  to  heauen,  vnknowing  to  God  I thinke. 
A porta  inferi , who  fhall  your  goodes  poffeffe  ? 

JR.  JRoggter.  Thou  fhalt  be  my  fectour,  and  haue  all 
more  and  leffe. 

JE.  JEerg.  Requiem  ceternam.  Now  God  reward 
your  maflerfhyp. 

And  I will  crie  halfepenie  doale  for  your  worfhyp. 
Come  forth  firs,  heare  the  dolefull  newes 

I fhall  you  tell.  Euocat  seruos 

Our  good  maifler  here  will  no  longer  with  ***&**• 
vs  dwell, 


See  pp.  87,  88. 
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But  in  fpite  of  Cuftance,  which  hath  hym  weried, 

Let  vs  fee  his  maftiyp  folemnely  buried. 

And  while  fome  piece  of  his  foule  is  yet  hym  within, 
Some  part  of  his  funeralls  let  vs  here  begin.  [man, 
Audiui  vocern , All  men  take  heede  by  this  one  gentle- 
Howe  you  fette  your  loue  vpon  an  vnkinde  woman. 
For  thefe  women  be  all  fuch  madde  pieuifhe  elues, 
They  will  not  be  wonne  except  it  pleafe  them  felues. 
But  in  fayth  Cuftance  if  euer  ye  come  in  hell, 

Maifter  Roifter  Doifter  ftiall  ferue  you  as  well. 

And  will  ye  needes  go  from  vs  thus  in  veiy  deede  ? 

Ji.  JHogjSter.  Yea  in  good  fadneffe  ? 

|tt.  Jffiers.  Now  Iefus  Chrift  be  your  fpeede. 

Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  farewell  Roger  olde 
knaue, 

Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  knaue  knap,  vt  infra* 
Pray  for  the  late  rnaifter  Roifter  Doifters  foule, 

And  come  forth  parifh  Clarke,  let  the  paffmg  bell  toll. 
Pray  for  your  mayfter  firs,  and  for  Adseruosmi- 

hym  ring  a peale.  litis- 

He  was  your  right  good  maifter  while  he  was  in  heale. 
Qui  Lazarum. 
ft.  Jtoggtcr.  Heigh  how. 

JE.  JEerj).  Dead  men  go  not  fo  fall 
In  Paradifum . 

Ji.  JHoggter.  Heihow. 

|tt.  ftterj).  Soft,  heare  what  I haue  call 
%.  floater.  I will  heare  nothing,  I am  paft. 

JE.  JEerg.  Whough,  wellaway. 

Ye  may  tarie  one  houre,  and  heare  what  I ftiall  fay, 
Ye  were  belt  fir  for  a while  to  reuiue  againe, 

And  quite  them  er  ye  go. 

Jl.  Jtoggter.  Troweft  thou  fo  ? 

JE.  per 8.  Ye  plain. 

ft  jlogtfter.  How  may  I reuiue  being  nowe  fo  farre 
paft  ? 

fttetj.  I will  rubbe  your  temples,  and  fette  you 
againe  at  laft. 

fi.  J&ojJgter.  It  will  not  be  poffible. 

* See  p.  88. 
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JE.  JEerg.  Yes  for  twentie  pounde. 

JR.  fioggter.  Armes  what  doll  thou  ? 

|E.  JEerg.  Fet  you  again  out  of  your  found 
By  this  croffe  ye  were  nigh  gone  in  deede,  I might  feele 
Your  foule  departing  within  an  inche  of  your  heele. 
Now  folow  my  counfell. 

JR.  JR,og$ter.  What  is  it  ? 

P- JEerg.  If  I wer  you, 

Cuflance  fhould  eft  feeke  to  me,  ere  I woulde  bowe. 
JR,.  JlogSter.  Well,  as  thou  wilt  haue  me.  euen  fo 
will  I doe. 

P-  petS-  Then  fhall  ye  reuiue  againe  for  an  houre 
or  two. 

JR,.  JRoggter.  As  thou  wilt  I am  content  for  a little 
fpace. 

p.  perg.  Good  happe  is  not  haflie  : yet  in  fpace 
com[e]th  grace, 

To  fpeake  with  Cuflance  your  felfe  fhoulde  be  very 
well, 

What  good  therof  may  come,  nor  I,  nor  you  can  tell. 
But  now  the  matter  flandeth  vpon  your  mariage, 

Ye  mufl  now  take  vnto  you  a luflie  courage. 

Ye  may  not  fpeake  with  a faint  heart  to  Cuflance, 

But  with  a lufly  breafl  and  countenance, 

That  fhe  may  knowe  fhe  hath  to  anfwere  to  a man. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Yes  I can  do  that  as  well  as  any  can. 
JE.  JEerg.  Then  bicaufe  ye  mufl  Cuflance  face  to 
face  wowe,  * 

Let  vs  fee  how  to  behaue  your  felfe  ye  can  doe. 

Ye  mufl  haue  a portely  bragge  after  your  eflate. 

JR,.  JRotjSter.  Tufhe,  I can  handle  that  after  the  bell 
rate. 

P-  Perg.  Well  done,  fo  loe,  vp  man  with  your 
head  and  chin, 

Vp  with  that  fnoute  man  : fo  loe,  nowe  ye  begin, 

So,  that  is  fomewhat  like,  but  prankie  cote,  nay  whan, 
That  is  a luflie  brute,  handes  vnder  your  fide  man  : 

So  loe,  now  is  it  euen  as  it  fhould  bee, 

That  is  fomewhat  like,  for  a man  of  your  degree. 

Then  mufl  ye  ftately  goe,  ietting  vp  and  downe, 
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Tut,  can  ye  no  better  lhake  the  taile  of  your  gowne  ? 
There  loe,  fuche  a luftie  bragge  it  is  ye  mud  make, 
gt  gioggter.  To  come  behind,  and  make  curtfie, 
thou  mud  fom  pains  take. 

JR.  JRt rg.  Elfe  were  I much  to  blame,  I thanke 
your  maderlhyp. 

The  lorde  one  day  all  to  begrime  you  with  worfhyp, 
Backe  fir  fauce,  let  gentlefolkes  haue  elbowe  roome, 

V oyde  firs,  fee  ye  not  maifter  Roider  Doiller  come  ? 
Make  place  my  maifters. 

gt.  gloggter.  Thou  iuftlefl  nowe  to  nigh. 

f.  JRerg.  Back  al  rude  loutes. 
gloggter.  Tufh. 

Jtt.  piers.  I crie  your  mafhip  mercy 
Hoighdagh,  if  faire  fine  miftreffe  Cuftancefawe  you  now, 
Ralph  Royller  Doiller  were  hir  owne  I warrant  you. 
gi.  gioggter.  Neare  an  M by  your  girdle  ? 

JR.  JR  erg.  Your  good  mafterlhyps 
Mailterlhyp,  were  hir  owne  Midrelhyps  millrelhyps, 
Ye  were  take  vp  for  haukes,  ye  were  gone,  ye  were  gone, 
But  now  one  other  thing  more  yet  I thinke  vpon. 
gi.  gloggter.  Shewe  what  it  is. 
pt.  Pern.  A wower  be  he  neuer  fo  poore 
Mud  play  and  fing  before  his  bedbeloues  doore, 

How  much  more  than  you  ? 

gi.  gioggter.  Thou  fpeaked  wel  out  of  dout. 

JR.  JRerg.  And  perchaunce  that  woulde  make  hir 
the  fooner  come  out. 

gi.  gioggter.  Goe  call  my  Mufitians,  bydde  them 
high  apace. 

JR.  JRerg.  I wyll  be  here  with  them  ere  ye  can  fay 
trey  ace.  Exeat. 

gl.  gioggtcr.  This  was  well  fayde  of  Merygreeke,  I 
lowe  hys  wit, 

Before  my  fweete  hearts  dore  we  will  haue  a fit, 

That  if  my  loue  come  forth,  that  I may  with  hir  talke, 
I doubt  not  but  this  geare  fhall  on  my  fide  walke. 

But  lo,  how  well  Merygreeke  is  returned  fence. 

pt-  pt«q>.  There  hath  grown  no  grade  on  my  heele 
fince  I went  hence, 
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Lo  here  haue  I brought  that  (hall  make  you  paflance. 
JR.  Jtopster.  Come  firs  let  vs  fing  to  winne  my  deare 
loue  Cuflance. 


Cantcnt. 

Lo  where  fhe  commeth,  fome  counten- 
aunce  to  hir  make 

And  ye  fhall  heare  me  be  plaine  with  hir  for  your  fake. 


Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  iiij. 

(totartce.  JEerppreeke.  Roister  Pointer. 

Hat  gaudyng  and  foolyng  is 
this  afore  my  doore  ? 
JE.  JEerp.  May  not  folks 
be  honell,  pray  you, 
though  they  be  pore  ? 

(£.  CTuStance.  As  that  thing  may  be  true,  fo  rich 
folks  may  be  fooles, 

JR.  flossier.  Hir  talke  is  as  fine  as  fhe  had  learned 
in  fchooles. 

Looke  partly  towarde  hir,  and  drawe  a 
little  nere. 

(£.  instance.  Get  ye  home  idle  folkes. 

|E.  JEerp.  Why  may  not  we  be  here  ? 

Nay  and  ye  will  haze,  haze : otherwife  I tell  you  plaine, 
And  ye  will  not  haze,  then  giue  vs  our  geare  againe. 

(£.  (JTustattce.  In  deede  I haue  of  yours  much  gay 
things  God  faue  all. 

JR.  flopster.  Speake  gently  vnto  hir,  and  let  hir 
take  all. 

Ye  are  to  tender  hearted:  fhall  fhe  make 
vs  dawes  ? [caufe. 

Nay  dame,  I will  be  plaine  with  you  in  my  friends 

ft.  JRopster.  Let  all  this  paffe  fweete  heart  and  ac- 
cept my  feruice. 


<&.  (fetattce. 
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<&.  Gtotance.  1 will  not  be  ferued  with  a foole  in 
no  wife, 

When  I choofe  an  hufbande  I hope  to  take  a man. 

JE.  JEerj).  And  where  will  ye  finde  one  which  can 
doe  that  he  can  ? 

Now  thys  man  towarde  yoij.  being  fo  kinde,  [minde. 
You  not  to  make  him  an  anfwere  fomewhat  to  his 
GL  Gfetattee.  I fent  him  a full  anfwere  by  you  dyd 
I not  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  And  I reported  it. 

(£.  GTttgtance.  Nay  I mud  fpeake  it  againe. 

JR.  ftongter.  No  no,  he  tolde  it  all. 

JE.  JEerg.  Was  I not  metely  plaine  ? 
ji.  fiogsiter.  Yes. 

JE.  JEerg.  But  I would  not  tell  all,  for  faith  if  I had 
With  you  dame  Cuftance  ere  this  houre  it  had  been 
bad, 

And  not  without  caufe  : for  this  goodly  perfonage, 
Ment  no  leffe  than  to  ioyne  with  you  in  mariage. 

GL  (Etrgtattce.  Let  him  waft  no  more  labour  nor  fute 
about  me.  [lieth  I fee, 

fit.  jWerj).  Ye  know  not  where  your  preferment 
He  fending  you  fuch  a token,  ring  and  letter. 

GL  Gfetance.  Mary  here  it  is,  ye  neuer  fawe  a better. 
JE.  JEerg.  Let  vs  fee  your  letter. 

GT.  Gtotance.  Holde,  reade  it  if  ye  can. 

And  fee  what  letter  it  is  to  winne  a woman. 

JE.  JEerg.  To  mine  owne  deare  coney  birde,  fwete 
heart,  and  pigfny 

Good  Miftreffe  Cuftance  prefent  thefe  by  and  by, 

Of  this  fuperfcription  do  ye  blame  the  flile  ? 

GL  GTttgtattCe.  With  the  red  as  good  duffe  as  ye 
redde  a great  while. 

JE.  JEerj).  Sweete  midreffe  where  as  I loue  you 
nothing  at  all, 

Regarding  your  fubdance  and  richeffe  chiefe  of  all, 
For  your  perfonage,  beautie,  demeanour  and  wit, 

I commende  me  vnto  you  neuer  a whit. 

Sorie  to  heare  report  of  your  good  welfare. 

For  (as  I heare  fay)  fuche  your  conditions  are, 
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That  ye  be  worthie  fauour  of  no  Hiring  man, 

To  be  abhorred  of  euery  honeft  man. 

To  be  taken  for  a woman  enclined  to  vice. 

Nothing  at  all  to  Vertue  gyuing  hir  due  price. 
Wherfore  concerning  mariage,  ye  are  thought 
Suche  a fine  Paragon,  as  nere  honed  man  bought. 

And  nowe  by  thefe  prefentes  I do  you  aduertife 
That  I am  minded  to  marrie  you  in  no  wife. 

For  your  goodes  and  fubdance,  I coulde  bee  content 
To  take  you  as  ye  are.  If  ye  mynde  to  bee  my  wyfe, 
Ye  fhall  be  affured  for  the  tyme  of  my  lyfe, 

I will  keepe  ye  ryght  well,  from  good  rayment  and  fare, 
Ye  diall  not  be  kepte  but  in  forowe  and  care. 

Ye  fhall  in  no  wyfe  lyue  at  your  owne  libertie, 

Doe  and  fay  what  ye  lud,  ye  fhall  neuer  pleafe  me, 

But  when  ye  are  mery,  I will  be  all  fadde, 

When  ye  are  fory,  I will  be  very  gladde. 

When  ye  feeke  your  heartes  eafe,  I will  be  vnkinde, 

At  no  tyme,  in  me  fhall  ye  muche  gentleneffe  finde. 
But  all  things  contrary  to  your  will  and  minde, 

Shall  be  done : otherwife  I wyll  not  be  behinde 
To  fpeake.  And  as  for  all  them  thatwoulde  do  you  wrong 
I will  fo  helpe  and  mainteyne,  ye  fhall  not  lyue  long. 
Nor  any  foolifhe  dolte,  fhall  cumbre  you  but  I. 

Thus  good  midreffe  Cudance,  the  lorde  you  faue  and 
kepe, 

From  me  Roider  Doider,  whether  I wake  or  flepe. 
Who  fauoureth  you  no  leffe,  (ye  may  he  bolde) 

Than  this  letter  purporteth,  which  ye  haue  vnfolde. 

<&.  (Eustaitce.  Howe  by  this  letter  of  loue  ? is  it  not 
fine  ? [myne. 

JH.  Jtogter.  By  the  armes  of  Caleys  it  is  none  of 
Otters-  Fie  you  are  fowle  to  blame  this  is  your 
owne  hand. 

(£.  (Jtotanec.  Might  not  a woman  be  proude  of 
fuch  an  hufbande  ? 

f&.  IWcrs.  Ah  that  ye  would  in  a letter  fhew  fuch 
defpite. 

j&.  Jioggtcr.  Oh  I would  I had  hym  here,  the  which 
did  it  endite. 
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ja.  jatrs.  Why  ye  made  it  your  felfe  ye  tolde  me 
by  this  light. 

JR.  floater.  Yea  I ment  I wrote  it  myne  owne  felfe 
yeflernight. 

C.  (ftotarue.  Ywis  fir,  I would  not  haue  fent  you 
fuch  a mocke. 

JR.  JRoj>$ter.  Ye  may  fo  take  it,  but  I ment  it  not  fo 
by  cocke. 

JR.  JR  erg.  Who  can  blame  this  woman  to  fume 
and  frette  and  rage  ? 

Tut,  tut,  your  felfe  no  we  haue  marde  your  owne  marri- 
age. 

Well,  yet  miflreffe  Cuflance,  if  ye  can  this  remitte, 
This  gentleman  other  wife  may  your  loue  requitte. 

(£.  (ftetance.  No  God  be  with  you  both,  and  feeke 
no  more  to  me.  Exeat. 

JR.  JRogjSter.  Wough,  fhe  is  gone  for  euer,  I fhall  hir 
no  more  fee. 

Jtt.  Jtterj.  What  weepe?  fye  for  fhame,  and  blub- 
ber ? for  manhods  fake, 

Neuer  lette  your  foe  fo  muche  pleafure  of  you  take. 
Rather  play  the  mans  parte,  and  doe  loue  refraine. 

If  fhe  defpife  you  een  defpife  ye  hir  againe. 

JR.  JRoggter.  By  goffe  and  for  thy  fake  I defye  hir 
in  deede. 

JE.  JRerg.  Yea  and  perchaunce  that  way  ye  fhall 
much  fooner  fpeede, 

For  one  madde  propretie  thefe  women  haue  in  fey, 
When  ye  will,  they  will  not:  Will  not  ye,  then  will  they. 
Ah  foolifhe  woman,  ah  mode  vnluckie  Cuflance, 

Ah  vnfortunate  woman,  ah  pieuifhe  Cuflance, 

Art  thou  to  thine  harmes  fo  obflinately  bent, 

That  thou  canfl  not  fee  where  lieth  thine  high  prefer- 
ment ? [well  ? 

Canfl  thou  not  lub  dis  man,  which  coulde  lub  dee  fo 
Art  thou  fo  much  thine  own  foe. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Thou  dofl  the  truth  tell. 

JE.  JRerg.  Wei  I lament. 

fi.  JRo£j*ter.  So  do  I. 

JR.  JRer£.  Wherfor? 
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ft  floater.  For  this  thing 
Bicaufe  ihe  is  gone. 

JE.  JEet'g.  I mourne  for  an  other  thing. 

JR.  flogs  ter.  What  is  it  Merygreeke,  wherfore  thou 
doll  griefe  take  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  That  I am  not  a woman  myfelfe  for  your 
fake, 

I would  haue  you  my  felfe,  and  a flrawe  for  yond  Gill, 
And  mocke  much  of  you  though  it  were  againft  my 
will. 

I would  not  I warrant  you,  fall  in  fuch  a rage, 

As  fo  to  refufe  fuche  a goodly  perfonage.  [greeke. 
JR.  JRogSter.  In  faith  I heartily  thanke  thee  Mery- 
id.  perj).  And  I were  a woman. 

JR.  ftogster.  Thou  wouldefl  to  me  feeke.  [bee. 

itterj.  For  though  I fay  it,  a goodly  perfon  ye 
?t.  fiogster.  No,  no. 

P-  P« 8-  Yes  a goodly  man  as  ere  I dyd  fee. 

$i.  jRogSter.  No,  I am  a poore  homely  man  as  God 
made  mee. 

JE.  JEerg.  By  the  faith  that  I owe  to  God  fir,  but 
ye  bee. 

Woulde  I might  for  your  fake,  fpende  a thoufande 
pound  land. 

JR.  JRogSter.  I dare  fay  thou  wouldefl  haue  me  to 
thy  hufbande. 

id.  liters.  Yea : And  I were  the  fairefl  lady  in  the 
fliiere,  / 

And  knewe  you  as  I know  you,  and  fee  you  nowe  here. 
Well  I fay  no  more. 

JR.  JRogSter.  Gramercies  with  all  my  hart. 

P-  pets.  But  fince  that  can  not  be,  will  ye  play  a 
JlogjSter.  How  fhould  I?  [wife  parte? 

P-  Pers-  Refraine  from  Cuflance  a while  now. 
And  I warrant  hir  foone  right  glad  to  feeke  to  you, 

Ye  fhall  fee  hir  anon  come  on  hir  knees  creeping, 

And  pray  you  to  be  good  to  hir  falte  teares  weeping. 
JR.  JRoggter.  But  what  and  fhe  come  not  ? 
p.  pets-  In  faith  then  farewel  fhe. 

Or  elfe  if  ye  be  wroth,  ye  may  auenged  be. 
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fiopgter.  By  cocks  precious  potflicke,  and  een 
fo  I fhall. 

1 wyll  vtterly  deflroy  hir,  and  houfe  and  all, 

But  I woulde  be  auenged  in  the  rneane  fpace, 

On  that  vile  fcribler,  that  did  my  wowyng  difgrace. 

P-  ftterg.  Scribler  (ko  you)  in  deede  he  is  worthy 
no  leffe. 

I will  call  hym  to  you,  and  ye  bidde  me  doubtleffe. 

fi.  liogsster.  Yes,  for  although  he  had  as  many  liues, 
As  a thoufande  widowes,  and.  a thoufande  wiues, 

As  a thoufande  lyons,  and  a thoufand  rattes, 

A thoufande  wolues,  and  a thoufande  cattes, 

A thoufande  bulles,  and  a thoufande  calues, 

And  a thoufande  legions  diuided  in  halues, 

He  fhall  neuer  fcape  death  on  my  fwordes  point, 
Though  I fhoulde  be  torne  therfore  ioynt  by  ioynt. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay,  if  ye  will  kyll  him,  I will  not  fette 
him, 

I will  not  in  fo  muche  extremitie  fette  him, 

He  may  yet  amende  fir,  and  be  an  honeft  man, 
Therfore  pardon  him  good  foule,  as  muche  as  ye  can. 
jH.  Jlog^ter.  Well,  for  thy  fake,  this  once  with  his 
lyfe  he  fhall  paffe, 

But  I wyll  hewe  hym  all  to  pieces  by  the  Maffe. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  fayth  ye  fhall  promife  that  he  fhall 
no  harme  haue, 

Elfe  I will  not  fet  him. 

Jl.  Jlogtfter.  I fhall  fo  God  me  faue. 

But  I may  chide  him  a good. 

P-  perg.  Yea  that  do  hardely. 
fi.  lao^ter.  Go  then. 

JE.  JEerg.  I returne,  and  bring  him  to  you  by  and 
by.  Ex. 
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Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  v. 

JRotgter  potjster.  Jltatljetoe  jlerpgmke.  JBcrinnier. 

Hat  is  a gentleman  but  his 
worde  and  his  promife  ? 

I muftnowefaue  thisvilaines 
lyfe  in  any  wife, 

And  yet  at  hym  already  my 
handes  doe  tickle, 

I (hall  vneth  holde  them,  they  wyll  be  fo  fickle. 

But  lo  and  Merygreeke  haue  not  brought  him  fens  ? 

jit.  jtterg.  Nay  I woulde  I had  of  my  purfe  payde 
fortie  pens. 

JScritxeiter.  So  woulde  I too : but  it  needed  not  that 
flounde, 

But  the  ientman  had  rather  fpent  fiue 
thoufande  pounde, 

For  it  difgraced  him  at  leall  fiue  tymes  fo  muche. 

J&crttteiter.  He  difgraced  hym  felfe,  his  loutilhneffe 
is  fuche. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Howe  long  they  flande  prating  ? Why 
comfl  thou  not  away  ? 

Come  nowe  to  hymfelfe,  and  hearke  what 
he  will  fay.  \ 

JSkriuener.  I am  not  afrayde  in  his  prefence  to  ap- 
peere. 

JR.  |&opgter.  Arte  thou  come  felow  ? 

J&critxener.  How  thinke  you  ? am  I not  here  ? 

JR.  JRopgter.  What  hindrance  haft  thou  done  me, 
and  what  villanie  ? 

J&crittetur.  It  hath  come  of  thy  felfe,  if  thou  haft 
had  any. 

JR.  JRopj&ter.  All  the  flocke  thou  comefl  of  later  or 
rather, 

From  thy  fyrft  fathers  grandfathers  fathers  father, 

Nor  all  that  fhall  come  of  thee  to  the  worldes  ende, 

Though  to  three  fcore  generations  they  defcende, 
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Can  be  able  to  make  me  a iuft  recompenfe, 

For  this  trefpaffe  of  thine  and  this  one  offenfe. 

Jlcrtttetter.  Wherin? 

JR.  floater.  Did  not  yon  make  me  a letter  brother  ? 

j&criuemr.  Pay  the  like  hire,  I will  make  you  fuche 
an  other. 

ft.  JRoggter.  Nay  fee  and  thefe  whoorefon  Pharifeys 
and  Scribes 

Doe  not  get  their  linyng  by  polling  and  bribes. 

If  it  were  not  for  Ihaine. 

j&crittener.  Nay  holde  thy  hands  Hill. 

JE.  JEerg.  Why  did  ye  not  promife  that  ye  would 
not  him  fpill  ? 

jikrittener.  Let  him  not  fpare  me. 

JR.  JlojJiSter.  Why  wilt  thou  ftrike  me  again  ? 

J&mttener.  Ye  fhall  haue  as  good  as  ye  bring  of  me 
that  is  plaine. 

JE.  JEerg.  I can  not  blame  him  fir,  though  your 
blowes  wold  him  greue. 

For  he  knoweth  prefent  death  to  enfue  of  all  ye  geue. 

JR.  JRoggter.  W ell,  this  man  for  once  hath  purchafed 
thy  pardon.  [gon. 

JEkrinetter.  And  what  fay  ye  to  me  ? or  elfe  I will  be 

JR,.  JRogtfter.  I fay  the  letter  thou  madefl  me  was 
not  good. 

J&criitener.  Then  did  ye  wrong  copy  it  of  likelyhood. 

JR,  JRogtfter.  Yes,  out  of  thy  copy  worde  forworde  I 
wrote.  [wote, 

jikrtttetter.  Then  was  it  as  ye  prayed  to  haue  it  I 

But  in  reading  and  pointyng  there  was  made  fome  faulte. 

JR.  JRoggter.  I wote  not,  but  it  made  all  my  matter 
to  haulte. 

J&crittttter.  Howe  fay  you,  is  this  mine  originall  or 
no  ? [mote  I go. 

JR.  JR,oggiter.  The  felfe  fame  that  I wrote  out  of,  fo 

JEkrittener.  Loke  you  on  your  owne  fill,  and  I will 
lopke  on  this, 

And  let  this  man  be  iudge  whether  I reade  amiffe. 

To  myne  owne  dere  coney  birde,  fweete  heart,  and 
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Good  miflreffe  Cuftance,  prefent  thefe  by  and  by. 
How  now  ? doth  not  this  fuperfcription  agree  ? 

JR,.  JRoggter.  Reade  that  is  within,  and  there  ye  fhall 
the  fault  fee. 

^crtttener.  Sweete  miflreffe,  where  as  I lone  you, 
nothing  at  all 

Regarding  your  richeffe  and  fubftance  : chiefe  of  all 
For  your  perfonage,  beautie,  demeanour  and  witte 
I commende  me  vnto  you  : Neuer  a whitte 
Sory  to  heare  reporte  of  your  good  welfare. 

For  (as  I heare  fay)  fuche  your  conditions  are, 

That  ye  be  worthie  fauour  : Of  no  liuing  man 
To  be  abhorred  : of  euery  honefl  man 
To  be  taken  for  a woman  enclined  to  vice 
Nothing  at  all : to  vertue  giuing  hir  due  price. 
Wherfore  concerning  mariage,  ye  are  thought 
Suche  a fine  Paragon,  as  nere  honefl  man  bought. 

And  nowe  by  thefe  prefents  I doe  you  aduertife, 

That  I am  minded  to  marrie  you  : In  no  wyfe 
For  your  goodes  and  fubftance  : I can  be  content 
To  take  you  as  you  are  : yf  ye  will  be  my  wife, 

Ye  fhall  be  affured  for  the  time  of  my  life, 

I wyll  keepe  you  right  well : from  good  raiment  and  fare, 
Ye  fhall  not  be  kept : but  in  forowe  and  care 
Ye  fhall  in  no  wyfe  lyue  : at  your  owne  libertie, 

Doe  and  fay  what  ye  lull : ye  fhall  neuer  pleafe  me 
But  when  ye  are  merrie : I will  bee  all  fadde 
When  ye  are  forie  : I wyll  be  very  gladde 
When  ye  feeke  your  heartes  eafe  : I will  be  vnkinde 
At  no  time  : in  me  fhall  ye  muche  gentleneffe  finde. 
But  all  things  contrary  to  your  will  and  minde 
Shall  be  done  otherwife  : I wyll  not  be  behynde 
To  fpeake : And  as  for  all  they  that  woulde  do  you  wrong, 
(I  wyll  fo  helpe  and  maintayne  ye)  fhall  not  lyue  long. 
Nor  any  foolifhe  dolte  fhall  cumber  you,  but  I, 

I,  who  ere  fay  nay,  wyll  flicke  by  you  tyll  I die. 

Thus  good  miflreffe  Cuflance,  the  lorde  you  faue  and 
kepe. 

From  me  Roifler  Doifler,  whether  I wake  or  flepe, 

E 
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Who  fauoureth  you  no  leffe,  (ye  may  be  bolde) 

Than  this  letter  purporteth,  which  ye  haue  vnfolde. 
Now  fir,  what  default  can  ye  finde  in  this  letter? 

|R.  Jtoggter.  Of  truth  in  my  mynde  there  can  not  be 
a better.  [in  wuityng, 

jecritrener.  Then  was  the  fault  in  readyng,  and  not 
No  nor  I dare  fay  in  the  fourme  of  endityng, 

But  who  read  this  letter,  that  it  founded  fo  nought  ? 
JE.  JEe rg.  I redde  it  in  deede. 

J&mttentr.  Ye  red  it  not  as  ye  ought. 

JR.  floater.  Why  thou  wretched  villaine  was  all  this 
fame  fault  in  thee  ? 

p.  jtterg.  I knocke  your  coflarde  if  ye  offer  to 
flrike  me. 

|H.  floater.  Strikefl  thou  in  deede  ? and  I offer  but 
in  ieft  ? [fit  in  refl. 

JE.  JEerg.  Yea  and  rappe  you  againe  except  ye  can 
And  I will  no  longer  tarie  here  me  beleue. 

Ji.  Jloggter.  What  wilt  thou  be  angry,  and  I do 
thee  forgeue  ? 

Fare  thou  well  fcribler,  I crie  thee  mercie  in  deede. 
j&triuctter.  Fare  ye  well  bibbler,  and  worthily  may 
ye  fpeede. 

Jl.  Jloggter.  If  it  were  an  other  but  thou,  it  were  a 
knaue.  [both  faue, 

JE.  JEerg.  Ye  are  an  other  your  felfe  fir,  the  lorde  vs 
Albeit  in  this  matter  I mull  your  pardon  craue, 

Alas  woulde  ye  wyfhe  in  me  the  witte  that  ye  haue  ? 
But  as  for  my  fault  I can  quickely  amende, 

I will  fhewe  Cuflance  it  was  I that  did  offende. 

Jtl.  JHojJtfter.  By  fo  doing  hir  anger  may  be  reformed. 
JE  . JEerj).  But  if  by  no  entreatie  fhe  will  be  turned, 
Then  fette  lyght  by  hir  and  bee  as  teflie  as  fhee, 

And  doe  your  force  vpon  hir  with  extremitie. 

Jl.  JHotgter.  Come  on  therefore  lette  vs  go  home  in 
fadneffe.  [readineffe, 

JE.  JEerg.  That  if  force  fhall  neede  all  may  be  in  a 
And  as  for  thys  letter  hardely  let  all  go, 

We  wyll  know  where  fhe  refufe  you  for  that  or  no. 

\Execuit  am. 
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Actus,  iiij.  Scsena.  j. 


Suche  a daungerous  gulfe  of  the  fea  to  paffe. 

I thinke  verily  Nepiunes  mightie  godfhyp, 

Was  angry  with  fome  that  was  in  our  Ihyp, 

And  but  for  the  honeftie  which  in  me  he  founde, 

I thinke  for  the  others  fake  we  had  bene  drownde. 

But  fye  on  that  feruant  which  for  his  mailters  wealth 
Will  fticke  for  to  hazarde  both  his  lyfe  and  his  health. 
My  maifter  Gawyn  Goodlucke  after  me  a day 
Bicaufe  of  the  weather,  thought  belt  hys  fhyppe  to  Itay, 
And  now  that  I haue  the  rough  fourges  fo  well  pall, 
God  graunt  I may  finde  all  things  fafe  here  at  lalt. 
Then  will  I thinke  all  my  trauaile  well  fpent. 

Nowe  the  firft  poynt  wherfore  my  maifter  hath  me  fent 
Is  to  falute  dame  Chriftian  Cultance  his  wife, 

Efpoufed  : whome  he  tendreth  no  leffe  than  his  life, 

I mull  fee  how  it  is  with  hir  well  or  wrong, 

And  whether  for  him  fhe  doth  not  now  thinke  long : 
Then  to  other  friendes  I haue  a meffage  or  tway, 

And  then  fo  to  returne  and  mete  him  on  the  way. 
Now  wyll  I goe  knocke  that  I may  difpatche  with 
fpeede, 

But  loe  forth  commeth  hir  felfe  happily  in  deede. 


J§txregbj). 


jBim  £nre. 


S there  any  man  but 
I Sym  Surelby 
alone, 


That  would  haue 
taken  fuch  an  en- 
terprife  himvpon, 


In  fuche  an  outra- 
gious  tempeft  as 
as  this  was. 


60  Roister  Doister. 

Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  ij. 

(JTIjrtgttatt  (tetattce.  jinm.  j&ttregbg. 

(£.  Gtetattce.  Come  to  fee  if  any  more 

ftirryng  be  here, 

But  what  ftraunger  is  this, 
which  doth  to  meappere? 
j&gm  j£mrg.  I will  fpeake 
to  hir : Dame  the  lorde  you  faue  and  fee. 

(£.  (Ettgtanee.  What  friende  SymSurefby?  Forfoth 
right  welcome  ye  be, 

Howe  doth  mine  owneGawynGoodlucke,  I pray  the  tell? 
J&.  J&txregbg.  When  he  knoweth  of  your  health  he 
will  be  perfect  well.  [would  be. 

(!!.  Cttgtance.  If  he  haue  perfect  helth,  I am  as  I 
J&ittt.  Utm.  Suche  newes  will  pleafe  him  well,  this  is 
as  it  Ihould  be. 

<&.  (Statattce.  I thinke  now  long  for  him. 
j&gttt  j&ttre.  And  he  as  long  for  you. 

C.  (Jtotance.  When  wil  he  be  at  home  ? 
j&ttre.  His  heart  is  here  een  now 
His  body  commeth  after. 

(£.  flTttgtattee.  I woulde  fee  that  faine.  fa  maine. 
ji>tm  j&ure.  As  fall  as  wynde  and  fayle  can  cary  it 
But  what  two  men  are  yonde  comming  hitherwarde  ? 
(£.  Cugtanee.  Now  I fhrew  their  bell  Chriftmaffe 
chekes  both  togetherward. 


Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  iij. 

(£bri!Sttatt  (tatance.  ^trregbj).  Jlalpl) 

Jioijster.  ptatberx)  JEerggreke.  ^rtxpettg. 

Hat  meane  thefe  lewde 
felowes  thus  to  trouble 
me  stil? 

’ym  Surefbyhere  perchance 
fhal  therof  deme  fom  yll. 
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And  (hall  fufpect  in  me  fome  point  of  naughtineffe, 
And  they  come  hitherward. 

jsgm  j&tm.  What  is  their  bufmeffe? 

C-  Cugtance.  I haue  nought  to  them,  nor  they  to 
me  in  fadneffe. 

J&tm  j&ttre.  Let  vs  hearken  them,  fomewhat  there 
is  I feare  it. 

S*  I will  fpeake  out  aloude  bell,  that  fhe 

may  heare  it. 

JE.  JEe rg.  Nay  alas,  ye  may  fo  feare  hir  out  of  hir 
wit.  [hir  no  whit. 

Ji.  Jioggter.  By  the  croffe  of  my  fworde,  I will  hurt 

Jit.  JEers-  Will  ye  doe  no  harme  in  deede,  lhall  I 
trull  your  worde  ? [but  in  borde. 

JR.  JRogjSter.  By  Roifter  Doillers  fayth  1 will  fpeake 

j§im.  Jsttre.  Let  vs  hearken  them,  fomwhat  there  is 
I feare  it.  [heare  it : 

JR.  JRoggter.  I will  fpeake  out  aloude,  I care  not  who 
Sirs,  fee  that  my  harneffe,  my  tergat,  and  my  Ihield, 

Be  made  as  bright  now,  as  when  I was  laft  in  fielde, 
As  white  as  I Ihoulde  to  warre  againe  to  morrowe : 
For  ficke  lhall  I be,  but  I worke  fome  folke  forow. 
Therfore  fee  that  all  fhine  as  bright  as  fainct  George, 
Or  as  doth  a key  newly  come  from  the  Smiths  forge. 

I woulde  haue  my  fworde  and  harneffe  to  fhine  fo  bright, 
That  I might  therwith  dimme  mine  enimies  fight, 

I would  haue  it  call  beames  as  fall  I tell  you  playne, 
As  doth  the  glittryng  graffe  after  a fhowre  of  raine. 
And  fee  that  in  cafe  I Ihoulde  neede  to  come  to  arm- 
All  things  may  be  ready  at  a minutes  warning,  [ing, 
For  fuch  chaunce  may  chaunce  in  an  houre,  do  ye 
heare  ? 

Jll.  Jlter8.  As  perchance  lhall  not  chaunce  againe 
in  feuen  yeare. 

JR.  floater.  Now  draw  we  neare  to  hir,  and  here 
what  lhall  be  fayde. 

JE.  JEerg.  But  I woulde  not  haue  you  make  hir  too 
muche  afrayde. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Well  founde  fweete  wife  (I  trull)  for  al 
this  your  foure  looke. 
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(£.  (fTttgtmtce.  Wife,  why  cal  ye  me  wife  ? 
j&tm  $ttre.  Wife  ? this  gear  goth  acrook. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  midreffe  Cudance,  I warrant  you, 
our  letter 

Is  not  as  we  redde  een  no  we,  but  much  better, 

And  where  ye  halfe  ftomaked  this  gentleman  afore, 
For  this  fame  letter,  ye  wyll  loue  hym  now  therefore, 
Nor  it  is  not  this  letter,  though  ye  were  a queene, 
That  fhoulde  breake  marriage  betweene  you  twaine  I 
weene.  [fake. 

C.  Cugtance.  I did  not  refufe  hym  for  the  letters 
p.  JHoggter.  Then  ye  are  content  me  for  your 
hufbande  to  take. 

(ft.  Cttjsitance.  You  for  my  hufbande  to1  take?  no- 
thing leffe  trueiy. 

$1.  Jioggter.  Yea  fay  fo,  fweete  fpoufe,  afore  draun- 
gers  hardly.  [with  me, 

JE.  JEerg.  And  though  I haue  here  his  letter  of  loue 
Yet  his  ryqg  and  tokens  he  fent,  keepe  fafe  with  ye. 

(£.  Cusitancc.  A mifchiefe  take  his  tokens,  and  him 
and  thee  too. 

But  what  prate  I with  fooles?  haue  I nought  elfe  to  doo? 
Come  in  with  me  Sym  Surefby  to  take  fome  repafl. 
j&ittt  JSttre.  I mull  ere  I drinke  by  your  leaue,  goe 
in  all  hafl, 

To  a place  or  two,  with  earned  letters  of  his. 

<£.  (ftotatiee.  Then  come  drink  here  with  me. 
j©im  j&ure.  I thank  you. 

(JL  Cttgtatue.  Do  not  miffe 
You  fhall  haue  a token  to  your  m aider  with  you. 
j&gm  Jimre.  No  tokens  this  time  gramercies,  God 
be  with  you.  Exeat. 

(£.  Cttgtaiue.  Surely  this  fellowe  mifdeemeth  fome 
yll  in  me. 

Which  thing  but  God  helpe,  will  go  neere  to  fpill  me. 
JR.  JHoggter.  Yea  farewell  fellow,  and  tell  thy  maider 
Goodlucke 

That  he  commeth  to  late  of  thys  bloffome  to  plucke. 
Let  him  keepe  him  there  dill,  or  at  lead  wife  make  no 
As  for  his  labour  hither  he  fhall  fpende  in  wad.  [had, 
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His  betters  be  in  place  nowe. 

P-  perg.  As  long  as  it  will  hold. 

(fT.  (£txj5tatttt.  I will  be  euen  with  thee  thou  beaft, 
thou  mayft  be  bolde. 

Ji.'  ^OgjSter.  Will  ye  haue  vs  then  ? 

<£.  Sttgtattce.  I will  neuer  haue  thee. 

JH.  Jioggter.  Then  will  I haue  you  ? 

C.  (£ttgtattce.  No,  the  deuill  fhal  haue  thee. 

I haue  gotten  this  houre  more  fhame  and  harme  by  thee, 
Then  all  thy  life  days  thou  canfl  do  me  honeflie. 

£61.  JEerj).  Why  nowe  may  ye  fee  what  it  comth  too 
in  the  ende, 

To  make  a deadly  foe  of  your  moft  louing  frende  : 
And  ywis  this  letter  if  ye  woulde  heare  it  now. 

(£.  (£ttgtattce.  I will  heare  none  of  it. 
p.  Perg.  In  faith  would  rauifhe  you.  [is  cleare. 
C.  (£tt$tatue.  He  hath  ftained  my  name  for  euer  this 
|fi.  JHoggter.  I can  make  all  as  well  in  an  houre. 
p.  perg.  As  ten  yeare. 

How  fay  ye,  wil  ye  haue  him  ? 

(JT.  (£ttj5tattee.  No. 

£61.  |Eerg.  Wil  ye  take  him  ? 

C.  (fojstanee.  I defie  him. 
p.  P‘ts-  At  my  word  ? 

CujStance.  A fhame  take  him. 

Wafle  no  more  wynde,  for  it  will  neuer  bee. 

P-  perg-  This  one  faulte  with  twaine  fhall  be 
mended,  ye  fhall  fee. 

Gentle  miftreffe  Cuflance  now,  good  miflreffe  Cuflance, 
Honey  miflreffe  Cuftance  now,  fweete  miflreffe  Cuflance, 
Golden  miflreffe  Cuflance  now*  white  miflreffe  Cuflance, 
Silken  miflreffe  Cuflance  now,  faire  miflreffe  Cuflance. 
(£.  Ctxgtattce.  Faith  rather  than  to  mary  with  fuche 
a doltifhe  loute, 

I woulde  matche  my  felfe  with  a begger  out  of  doute. 
p.  perg.  Then  I can  fay  no  more,  to  fpeede  we 
are  not  like, 

Except  ye  rappe  out  a ragge  of  your  Rhetorike. 

(H.  (EttjStattCC.  Speake  not  of  winnyng  me  : for  it 
fhall  neuer  be  fo. 
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JR.  JRoggter.  Yes  dame,  I will  haue  you  whether  ye 
will  or  no, 

I commaunde  you  to  loue  me,  wherfore  fhoulde  ye  not? 
Is  not  my  loue  to  you  chafing  and  burning  hot  ? 

P-  Jifters.  Too  hir,  that  is  well  fayd. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Shall  I fo  breake  my  braine 
To  dote  vpon  you,  and  ye  not  loue  vs  againe  ? 

P-  P«8-  Wei  fayd  yet. 

C.  Cugtance.  Go  to  you  goofe. 

JR.  Jloggter.  I fay  Kit  Cuflance, 

In  cafe  ye  will  not  haze,  well,  better  yes  perchaunce. 
(8.  Cttgtaitce.  Auaunt  lozell,  picke  thee  hence, 
p.  Per s.  Wei  fir,  ye  perceiue, 

For  all  your  kinde  offer,  fhe  will  not  you  receiue. 

JR.  floater.  Then  a flrawe  for  hir,  and  a ftrawe  for 
hir  againe, 

She  fhall  not  be  my  wife,  woulde  fhe  neuer  fo  faine, 
No  and  though  fhe  would  be  at  ten  thoufand  pounde 
cofl.  [ye  haue  loft. 

|E.  JEerg.  Lo  dame,  ye  may  fee  what  an  hufbande 
< 8 . Cutftance.  Yea,  no  force,  a iewell  muche  better 
loll  than  founde. 

p.  per8.  Ah,  ye  will  not  beleue  how  this  doth  my 
heart  wounde. 

How  fhoulde  a mariage  betwene  you  be  towarde, 

If  both  parties  drawe  backe,  and  become  fo  frowarde. 
JR.  floater.  Nay  dame,  I will  fire  thee  out  of  thy 
houfe, 

And  deflroy  thee  and  all  thine,  and  that  by  and  by. 
JE.  JEerg.  Nay  for  the  paffion  of  God  fir,  do  not  fo. 
JR.  floater.  Yes,  except  fhe  will  fay  yea  to  that  fhe 
fayde  no. 

<8.  (Httgtattce.  And  what,  be  there  no  officers  trow 
we,  in  towne 

To  checke  idle  loytrers,  braggyng  vp  and  downe? 
Where  be  they,  by  whome  vacabunds  fhoulde  be  re- 
prefl? 

That  poore  fillie  Widowes  might  liue  in  peace  and  reft. 
Shall  I neuer  ridde  thee  out  of  my  companie  ? 

I will  call  for  helpe,  what  hough,  come  forth  Trupenie. 
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S&ntpeitte.  Anon.  What  is  your  will  miflreffe  ? dyd 
ye  call  me  ? [may  be, 

(£.  Cttgtance.  Yea,  go  runne  apace,  and  as  faft  as 
Pray  Triflram  Trufty,  my  mofte  affured  frende, 

To  be  here  by  and  by,  that  he  may  me  defende. 
^rupettie.  That  melTage  fo  quickly  fhall  be  done  by 
Gods  grace, 

That  at  my  returne  ye  fhall  fay,  I went  apace.  Exeat, 
(£.  (ftetance.  Then  fhall  we  fee  I trowe,  whether  ye 
fhall  do  me  harme, 

JR.  floater.  Yes  in  faith  Kitte,  I fhall  thee  and 
thine  fo  charme, 

That  all  women  incarnate  by  thee  may  beware. 

C.  (JTttjStana.  Nay,  as  for  charming  me,  come  hither 
if  thou  dare,  [traine, 

I fhall  cloute  thee  tyll  thou  flinke,  both  thee  and  thy 
And  coyle  thee  mine  owne  handes,  and  fende  thee 
home  againe.  [me  threaten  ? 

JR.  JRoggter.  Yea  fayfl  thou  me  that  dame?  doft  thou 
Goe  we,  I flill  fee  whether  I fhall  be  beaten. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  for  the  paifhe  of  God,  let  me  now 
treate  peace, 

For  bloudfhed  will  there  be  in  cafe  this  flrife  increace. 
Ah  good  dame  Cuftance,  take  better  way  with  you. 

(£.  (£tt$tance.  Let  him  do  his  worfl. 

JE.  JEerg.  Yeld  in  time. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Come  hence  thou. 

Exeant  Roifter  et  Mery. 


Actus,  iiij.  Scsena.  iiij. 

(ftljrtjsttan:  (Jtatattce.  JStnot  JUgface. 

&tbet  |E.  |Emnblecrtt«it. 


C.  Cuftance. 


O firra,  if  I fhould  not  with 
hym  take  this  way, 

I fhould  not  be  ridde 
of  him  I think  e till 
doomes  day, 
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I will  call  forth  my  folkes,  that  without  any  mockes 
If  he  come  agayne  we  may  giue  him  rappes  and  knockes. 
Mage  Mumblecruft,  come  forth,  and  Tibet  Talke  apace. 
Yea  and  come  forth  too,  miflreffe  Annot  Alyface. 

,Amtot  $tlg.  I come. 

Sfxbet.  And  I am  here. 

JE.  JEttmb.  And  I am  here  too  at  length. 

5.  Sugtance.  Like  warriers  if  nede  bee,  ye  muft 
fhew  your  flrength 

The  man  that  this  day  hath  thus  begiled  you, 

Is  Ralph  Roifter  D oilier,  whome  ye  know  well  mo  we, 
The  molte  loute  and  dallarde  that  euer  on  grounde 
trode.  [abrode. 

Sab.  Salk.  I fee  all  folke  mocke  hym  when  he  goth 

C.  Sugtance.  What  pretie  maide?  will  ye  talke 
when  I fpeake? 

Sab.  Salk.  No  forfooth  good  miflreffe. 

C.  SttjStance.  Will  ye  my  tale  breake  ? 

He  threatneth  to  come  hither  with  all  his  force  to  fight, 
I charge  you  if  he  come,  on  him  with  all  your  might. 

JE.  JEttmbl.  I with  my  diflaffe  will  reache  hym  one 
rappe, 

Sab.  Salk.  And  I with  my  newe  broome  will  fweepe 
hym  one  fwappe, 

And  then  with  our  greate  c.lubbe  I will  reache  hym  one 
rappe. 

JJttt.  JUiface.  And  I with  our  fkimmer  will  fling  him 
one  flappe. 

Sib.  Salk.  Then  Trupenies  fireforke  will  him 
fhrewdly  fray, 

And  you  with  the  fpitte  may  driue  him  quite  away. 

6.  €ax£tanee.  Go  make  all  ready,  that  it  may  be 
een  fo. 

Sib.  Salk.  For  my  parte  I flirewe  them  that  lafl  about 
it  so.  Exeant. 
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Actus,  iiij.  Scsena.  v. 

(ftljrhsttan  (ftttftaitce.  ^ftrttpmte.  (ftrigtram  (ftritgtp. 

Rupenie  dyd  promife  me 
to  runne  a great  pace, 
My  friend  Triftram  Trudy 
to  fet  into  this  place. 

In  deede  he  dwelleth  hence 
a good  ftert  I confeffe : 
But  yet  a quicke  meffanger  might  twice  fince  as  I geffe, 
Haue  gone  and  come  againe.  Ah  yond  I fpie  him  now. 

(ftrupeitp.  Ye  are  a flow  goer  fir,  I make  God  auow. 
My  miftreffe  Cuftance  will  in  me  put  all  the  blame, 
Your  leggs  be  longer  than  myne : come  apace  for  fliame. 
(ft.  (ftujStaitce.  I can  thee  thanke  Trupenie,  thou  haft 
done  right  wele.  [on  my  hele, 

STrupettg.  Maiftreffefince  I went  nograffe  hath  growne 
But  maifter  Triftram  Truftie  here  maketh  no  fpeede. 

(ft.  (ftttgtance.  That  he  came  at  all  I thanke  him  in 
very  deede, 

For  now  haue  I neede  of  the  helpe  of  fome  wife  man. 
(ft.  cTntgtg.  Then  may  I be  gone  againe,  for  none 
fuch  I [a]m.  [man 

(ftrttpente.  Ye  may  bee  by  your  going : for  no  Alder- 
Can  goe  I dare  fay,  a fadder  pace  than  ye  can. 

(ft.  (ftttj&tance.  Trupenie  get  thee  in,  thou  fhalt  among 
them  knowe, 

How  to  vfe  thy  felfe,  like  a propre  man  I trowe. 
(ftntpettg.  I go.  Ex.  [much, 

(ft.  (ftttsflattce.  Now  Triftram  Trufty  I thank  you  right 
For  at  my  firft  fending  to  come  ye  neuer  grutch. 

5b  STntgtg.  Dame  Cuftance  God  ye  faue,  and  while 
my  life  (hall  laft,  [waft. 

For  my  friende  Goodlucks  fake  ye  ftiall  not  fende  in 
(ft.  (ftugtanee.  He  flial  giue  you  thanks. 

(ft.  fftnijstg.  I will  do  much  for  his  fake 
(ft.  (ftttgtance.  But  alack,  I feare,  great  difpleafure 
(hall  be  take. 
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SC.  Sarttgtg.  Wherfore? 

(£.  (Eatglattce.  For  a foolifh  matter. 

SC.  SCrugtj).  What  is  your  caufe  [dawes. 

(JC.  Cu^tance.  I am  yll  accombred  with  a couple  of 
SC.  SCntgtg.  Nayweepe  not  woman:  but  tell  me  what 
your  caufe  is 

As  concerning  my  friende  is  any  thing  amiffe  ? 

<£.  (Jtetance.  No  not  on  my  part:  but  here  was  Sym 
Surefby. 

SC.  SCru^tie.  He  was  with  me  and  told  me  fo. 

C.  CujStattce.  And  he  ftoode  by 
While  Ralph  Roifter  Doifter  with  helpe  of  Merygreeke, 
For  promife  of  mariage  dyd  vnto  me  feeke. 

SC.  SCrogtg.  And  had  ye  made  any  promife  before  them 
twaine,  [flaine, 

C.  (SCugtattce.  No  I had  rather  be  torne  in  pieces  and 
No  man  hath  my  faith  and  trouth,  but  Gawyn  Good- 
lucke, 

And  that  before  Surefby  dyd  I fay,  and  there  ftucke, 
But  of  certaine  letters  there  were  fuche  words  fpoken. 
SC.  SCntgtie.  He  tolde  me  that  too. 

(£.  CujStance.  And  of  a ring  and  token. 

That  Surefby  I fpied,  dyd  more  than  halfe  fufpect, 
That  I my  faith  to  Gawyn  Goodlucke  dyd  reiect. 

SC.  SCrrtgtj).  But  there  was  no  fuch  matter  dame  Cus- 
tance  in  deede  ? 

C.  Ctxgtaitce.  If  euer  my  head  thought  it,  God  fende 
me  yll  fpeede. 

Wherfore  I befeech  you,  with  me  to  be  a witneffe, 
That  in  all  my  lyfe  I neuer  intended  thing  leffe, 

And  wrhat  a brainficke  foole  Ralph  Roifler  D oilier  is, 
Your  felfe  know  well  enough. 

SC.  SCtttgtj).  Ye  fay  full  true  ywis.  [apply, 

<£.  (JCttjStance.  Bicaufe  to  bee  his  wife  I ne  graunt  nor 
Hither  will  he  com  he  fweareth  by  and  by,  [houfe  flat. 
To  kill  both  me  and  myne,  and  beate  downe  my 
Therfore  I pray  your  aide. 

SC.  SCrustie.  I warrant  you  that. 

C.  Ctrgtaitc*.  Haue  I fo  many  yeres  liued  a fobre  life, 
And  file  wed  my  felfe  honefl,  mayde,  widows,  and  wyfe 
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And  nowe  to  be  abufed  in  fuch  a vile  forte, 

Ye  fee  howe  poore  Widowes  lyue  all  voyde  of  comfort, 
g;.  (ftrnjstg.  I warrant  hym  do  you  no  harme  nor 
wrong  at  all.  [moll  appall, 

(£.  CujStance.  No,  but  Mathew  Merygreeke  doth  me 
That  he  woulde  ioyne  hym  felfe  with  fuche  a wretched 
loute.  [doubte, 

g;.  &rttj$tg.  He  doth  it  for  a ieft  I knowe  hym  out  of 
And  here  cometh  Merygreke. 

& Cugtatue.  Then  dial  we  here  his  mind. 


Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  vj. 

JEerggrcke.  Cl) rattan  Cttsrtattce. 


fH.  JEerj). 


for 


Uflance  and  Trullie  both,  I 
doe  you  here  well  finde. 
C.  Cttgtattce.  Ah  Mathew 
Merygreeke,  ye  haue  vfed 
me  well. 

altogether  ye  mud  your 


Nowe 

anfwere  tell. 

Will  ye  haue  this  man,  woman  ? or  elfe  will  ye  not  ? 
Elfe  will  he  come  neuer  bore  fo  brymme  nor  toft  fo  hot. 
Sfrtjs.  ant)  Ctt.  But  why  ioyn  ye  with  him. 

CrujStg.  For  mirth. 

C.  Cttgtance.  Or  elfe  in  fadneffe  [mater  geffe. 
jpft.  The  more  fond  of  you  both  hardly  yat 

Crigtram.  Lo  how  fay  ye  dame  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Why  do  ye  thinke  dame  Cudance 
That  in  this  wowyng  I haue  ment  ought  but  padance  ? 
C.  Cugtance.  Much  things  ye  fpake,  I wote,  to 
maintain e his  dotage. 

I®.  Jtttrjj.  But  well  might  ye  iudge  I fpake  it  all 
in  mockage  ? 

For  why  ? Is  Roider  Doider  a fitte  hufband  for  you  ? 
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SC.  SCntgtg.  I dare  fay  ye  neuer  thought  it. 

P perS.  No  to  God  I vow. 

And  dyd  not  I knowe  afore  of  the  infurance 
Betweene  Gawyn  Goodlucke,  and  Chriftian  Cuflance  ? 
And  dyd  not  I for  the  nonce,  by  my  conueyance, 
Reade  his  letter  in  a wrong  fenfe  for  daliance  ? 

That  if  you  coulde  haue  take  it  vp  at  the  firfl  bounde, 
We  fhould  therat  fuch  a fporte  and  paflime  haue 
founde, 

That  all  the  whole  towne  fhould  haue  ben  the  merier. 
C.  Cttftance.  Ill  ake  your  heades  both,  I was  neuer 
werier, 

Nor  neuer  more  vexte  fmce  the  firfl  day  I was  borne. 
ST.  SCntgtg.  But  very  well  I wifi  he  here  did  all  in 
fcorne. 

(£.  Ctttftanxe.  But  I feared  therofi to  take  difhoneflie. 
JE.  JEerg.  This  fhould  both  haue  made  fport,  and 
fhewed  your  honeflie  [low. 

And  Goodlucke  I dare  fweare,  your  witte  therin  would 
SC.  ^rugtg.  Yea,  being  no  worfe  than  we  know  it 
to  be  now.  [come  to  him, 

JE.  JEerg.  And  nothing  yet  to  late,  for  when  I 
Hither  will  he  repaire  with  a fheepes  looke  full  grim, 
By  plaine  force  and  violence  to  driue  you  to  yelde. 

C.  (totance.  If  ye  two  bidde  me,  we  will  with  him 
I and  my  maides  together.  [pitche  a fielde, 

|E.  JEerg.  Let  vs  fee,  be  bolde. 

(£.  (Stt^tance.  Ye  fhall  fee  womens  warre. 

ST.  SCrttgtn.  That  fight  wil  I behold.  brim, 

JE.  JEerg.  If  occafion  feme,  takyng  his  parte  full 
1 will  flrike  at  you,  but  the  rappe  fhall  light  on  him. 
When  we  firfl  appeare. 

C.  CttStance.  Then  will  I runne  away 
As  though  I were  afeard. 

SC.  SCragtj).  Do  you  that  part  wel  play 
And  I will  fue  for  peace. 

JE.  JEerj).  And  I wil  fet  him  on. 

Then  will  he  looke  as  fierce  as  a Cotffold  lyon. 

SC.  SCntgtg.  But  when  goft  thou  for  him  ? 

JE.  JEerj).  That  do  I very  nowe. 
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C.  (S/ttgtattce.  Ye  (hal  find  vs  here, 
ja.  |®«s.  Wei  god  haue  mercy  on  you.  Ex. 
3£ntj5tg.  There  is  no  caufe  of  feare,  the  leafl  boy 
in  the  dreete  : [him  take  his  feete. 

C.  Cttsrtante.  Nay,  the  lead  girle  I haue,  will  make 
But  hearke,  me  thinke  they  make  preparation. 

Erttgtg.  No  force,  it  will  be  a good  recreation. 
©.  Cngtance.  I will  Hand  within,  and  fteppe  forth 
fpeedily, 

And  fo  make  as  though  I ranne  away  dreadfully. 


Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  vij. 

ft.  floater.  JE.  JEerggmke.  (ft.  Gfetance. 
p.  potxgljtu.  f|arpas.  Erijstram  ^rusrtg. 


ft.  flog# ter.  Ig^J^jOwe  firs,  keepe  your  ray,  and 

fee  your  heartes  bedoute, 
But  where  be  thefe  caitifes, 
me  think  they  dare  not' 
route,  [fay? 

How  fayd  thou  Merygreeke  ? What  doth  Kit  Cudance 
|®.  Jlterj.  1 am  loth  to  tell  you. 
ft.  ftog$ter.  Tu(he  fpeake  man,  yea  or  nay  ? [I  can. 
|®.  |®ers-  Forfooth  fir,  I haue  fpoken  for  you  all  that 
But  if  ye  winne  hir,  ye  mud  een  play  the  man, 

Een  to  fight  it  out,  ye  mud  a mans  heart  take, 
ft.  ftoggter.  Yes,  they  (hall  know,  and  thouknowed 
I haue  a domacke.  [man  had. 

[JE.  JEerg.]  A domacke  (quod  you)  yea,  as  good  as  ere 
ft.  fioggter.  I trowe  they  (hall  finde  and  feele  that 
I am  a lad.  [meate  as  well, 

JE.  JEerg.  By  this  croffe  I haue  (eene  you  eate  your 
As  any  that  ere  I haue  feene  of  or  heard  tell, 

A domacke  quod  you  ? he  that  will  that  denie 
I know  was  neuer  at  dynner  in  your  companie. 

ft.  ftoggter.  Nay,  the  domacke  of  a man  it  is  that 
I meane.  [I  weene. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  the  domacke  of  a horfe  or  a dogge 
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gt.  ftoggter.  Nay  a mans  ftomacke  with  a weapon 
meane  I.  [fpoone  in  a pie. 

JE.  JEerg.  Ten  men  can  fcarce  match  you  with  a 
Jl.  fiogglter.  Nay  the  ftomake  of  a man  to  trie  in 
ftrife.  [in  my  lyfe. 

JE.  JEerg.  I neuer  fawe  your  ftomacke  cloyed  yet 
JR.  flog ^ ter.  Tuftie  I meane  in  ftrife  or  fighting 
to  trie.  [angry. 

JE.  JEerg.  We  fhall  fee  how  ye  will  ftrike  nowe  being 
jt.  fioggiter.  Haue  at  thy  pate  then,  and  faue  thy 
head  if  thou  may.  [this  day, 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  then  haue  at  your  pate  agayne  by 
%.  fioggter.  Nay  thou  mayft  not  ftrike  at  me  againe 
in  no  wife.  [warrantife : 

|E.  JEerg.  I can  not  in  fight  make  to  you  fuche 
But  as  for  your  foes  here  let  them  the  bargaine  bie. 
gi.  giogglter.  Nay  as  for  they,  fhall  euery  mothers 
childe  die. 

And  in  this  my  fume  a little  thing  might  make  me, 

To  beate  downe  houfe  and  all,  and  elfe  the  deuilltake 


me. 

JE.  JEerg.  If  I were  as  ye  be,  by  gogs  deare  mother, 
I woulde  not  leaue  one  ftone  vpon  an  other. 

Though  ftie  woulde  redeeme  it  with  twentie  thoufand 
poundes. 

gl.  glogglter.  It  fhall  be  euen  fo,  by  his  lily  woundes. 
JE.  JEerg.  Beenotatonewithhirvponanyamendes. 
gv.  floggter.  No  though  fhe  make  to  me  neuer  fo 
many  frendes. 

Nor  if  all  the  worlde  for  hir  woulde  vndertake, 

No  not  God  hymfelfe  neither,  dial  not  hir  peace  make, 
On  therfore,  marche  forwarde,  foft,  ftay  a whyle  yet. 
JE.  JEerg.  On. 
fi.  gloggiter.  Tary. 

JE.  JEerg.  Forth, 
gi.  gloggder.  Back. 

JE.  JEerg.  On. 

gl.  llogster.  Soft.  Now  forward  fet.  [alas,  alas. 
S.  Cuglance.  What  bufineffe  haue  we  here?  out 
Jl.  JlogSter.  Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha. 


Roister  Doister . 73 

Dydft  thou  fee  that  Merygreeke?  howafrayde  Ihewas? 
Dydft  thou  fee  how  Ihe  fledde  apace  out  of  my  fight  ? 
Ah  good  fweete  Cuftance  I pitie  hir  by  this  light. 

I®-  Pcrjj.  That  tender  heart  of  yours  wyll  marre 
altogether, 

Thus  will  ye  be  turned  with  waggyng  of  a fether. 

JR.  JRoggter.  On  firs,  keepe  your  ray. 

JE.  JEerg.  On  forth,  while  this  geare  is  hot 

JR.  JRogster.  Soft,  the  Armes  of  Caleys,  I haue  one 

JE.  JEerj).  What  lacke  we  now  ? [thing  forgot. 

»ojster.  Retire,  or  elfe  we  be  all  llain. 
ft-  liters-  Backe  for  the  palhe  of  God,  back e firs, 
What  is  the  great  mater  ? [backe  againe. 

JR.  JRoggter.  This  haftie  forth  goyng 
Had  almoll  brought  vs  all  to  vtter  vndoing, 

It  made  me  forget  a thing  moll  neceffarie.  [Marie. 
JE.  JEerj).  Well  remembred  of  a captaine  by  fainct 
JR.  JRoggter.  It  is  a thing  mull  be  had. 

t-  liters.  I ,et  vs  haue  it  then. 

Jli.  JRoggter.  But  I wote  not  where  nor  how. 

JE.  JEerj).  Then  wote  not  I when. 

But  what  is  it  ? 

JR.  JRoggter.  Of  a chiefe  thing  I am  to  feeke.  [a  weke. 
JE.  JEerj).  Tut  fo  will  ye  be,  when  ye  haue  ftudied 
But  tell  me  what  it  is  ? 

JR.  JRoggter.  I lacke  yet  an  hedpiece.  [to  grece, 
I®,  liters.  The  kitchen  collocauit,  the  heft  hennes 
Runne,  fet  it  Dobinet,  and  come  at  once  withall, 

And  bryng  with  thee  my  potgunne,  hangyng  by  the 
wall, 

I haue  feene  your  head  with  it  full  many  a tyme, 
Couered  as  fafe  as  it  had  bene  with  a Ikrine  : 

And  I warrant  it  faue  your  head  from  any  llroke, 
Except  perchaunce  to  be  amafed  with  the  fmoke  : 

I warrant  your  head  therwith,  except  for  the  mill, 

As  fafe  as  if  it  were  fall  locked  vp  in  a chill : 

And  loe  here  our  Dobinet  commeth  with  it  nowe. 
p.  potxgl).  It  willcouerme  tothelhoulderswellinow. 
JE.  JEerj).  Let  me  fee  it  on. 

F 
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fit.  JHoggter.  In  fayth  it  doth  metely  well,  [mull  vs  tell 

JE.  JEerp.  There  can  be  no  fitter  thing.  Now  ye 

What  to  do. 

|H.  Poster.  Nowforthin  rayfirs,andftoppenomore. 

JE.  Now  fainct  George  to  borow,  Drum 

dubbe  a dubbe  afore. 

^rttgtg.  What  meane  you  to  do  fir,  committe 
manflaughter.  [laughter. 

Jl.  Jloggter.  To  kyll  fortie  fuch,  is  a matter  of 
STnxgtg.  And  who  is  it  fir,  whome  ye  intende 
thus  to  fpill  ? [againfl  my  will. 

JH.  Jtoggter.  Foolifhe  Cuftance  here  forceth  me 

fe.  STrttgtg.  And  is  there  no  meane  your  extreme 
wrath  to  flake. 

She  fliall  fome  amendes  vnto  your  good  mafliyp  make. 

JR.  fioggter.  I will  none  amendes. 

ST.  Sfntgtg.  Is  hir  offence  fo  fore  ? 

JE.  fterj.  And  he  were  a loute  fhe  coulde  haue 
done  no  more. 

She  hath  calde  him  foole,  and  dreffed  him  like  a foole. 

Mocked  him  lyke  a foole,  vfed  him  like  a foole. 

ST.  STroglg.  Well  yet  the  Sheriffe,  the  Iuftice,  or 
Conftable, 

Hir  mildemeanour  to  punifhe  might  be  able. 

Jit.  Jloggter.  No  fir,  I mine  owne  felfe  will  in  this 
prefent  caufe, 

Be  Sheriffe,  and  Iuftice,  and  whole  Iudge  of  the  lawes, 

This  matter  to  amende,  all  officers  be  I fliall, 

Gonflable,  Bailiffe,  Sergeant. 

JW-  per8.  And  hangman  and  all.  [a  man. 

ST.  Sfotxgtg.  Yet  a noble  courage,  and  the  hearte  of 

Should  more  honour  winne  by  bearyng  with  a woman. 

Therfore  take  the  lawe,  and  lette  hir  aunfwere  therto. 

fi.  floater.  Merygreeke,  the  bell  way  were  euen  fo 
to  do. 

What  honour  fhould  it  be  with  a woman  to  fight  ? 

JE.  JEcrj).  And  what  then,  will  ye  thus  forgo  and 
lefe  your  right  ? 

Jfi.  Jioggter.  Nay,  I will  take  the  lawe  on  hir  with- 
outen  grace. 
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ST.  Sfc&gtg.  Or  yf  your  mathyp  coulde  pardon  this 
I pray  you  forgiue  hir.  [one  trefpace. 

it.  Poster.  Hoh? 
m-  Tufhe  tufhe  fir  do  not. 

Be  good  maifter  to  hir. 
it.  popster.  Hoh? 

JE.  JEerg.  Tufh  I fay  do  not. 

And  what  fhall  your  people  here  returne  flreight  home? 
Sk  SfrttJStte.  Yea,  leuie  the  campe  firs,  and  hence 
againe  eche  one,  [call, 

ft.  itoggter.  But  be  tlill  in  readineffe  if  I happe  to 
I can  not  tell  what  fodaine  chaunce  may  befall. 

JE.  JEerg.  Do  not  off  your  hameffe  firs  I you  aduife, 
At  the  leatl  for  this  fortnight  in  no  maner  wife, 
Perchaunce  in  an  houre  when  all  ye  thinke  leatl, 

Our  maitlers  appetite  to  fight  will  be  bell. 

But  foft,  ere  ye  go,  haue  once  at  Cutlance  houfe. 

J&.  itoggter.  Soft,  what  wilt  thou  do  ? 
fO..  |Eerg.  Once  difcharge  my  harqueboufe  [goon. 
And  for  my  heartes  eafe,  haue  once  more  with  my  pot- 
ii.  itoggtcr.  Holde  thy  handes  elfe  is  all  our  purpofe 
cleane  fordoone. 

. Jtterj).  And  it  cotl  me  my  life, 
iioggter.  I fay  thou  thalt  not.  [with  haile  thot. 
JE.  JEerg.  By  the  matte  but  I will.  Haue  once  more 
I will  haue  fome  penyworth,  I will  not  leefe  all. 

Actus,  iiij.  Scsena.  viij. 

JE.  JEerggreeke.  C.  (fetance.  Ji.  fioigter.  S£tb.  ST. 
$Ut.  ^ilpface.  JE.  JEumblecrujeit.  Stntpettte. 
Pobinet  pougbtie.  ’parpar.  Two 

drummes  with  their  Enfignes. 

T====  Hat  caitifes  are  thofe  that 
fo  fhake  my  houfe  wall? 
JE.  JEerg.  Ah  firrha  now 
Cutlance  if  ye  had  fo 
muche  wit 
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I woulde  fee  you  afke  pardon,  and  your  felues  fubmit. 
(ft.  (ftrtgtattce.  Haue  I ftill  this  adoe  with  a couple 
of  fooles  ? 

JE.  JEe rg.  Here  ye  what  fhe  faith  ? 

(ft.  ^TttjStartce.  Maidens  come  forth  with  your  tooles. 
Ji.  fleeter.  In  a ray. 

JE.  JEerg.  Dubba  dub  firrha. 
ft  fioggter.  In  a ray. 

They  come  fodainly  on  vs. 

JE.  JEerg.  Dubbadub. 
fi-  ftoggter.  In  a ray. 

That  euer  I was  borne,  we  are  taken  tardie. 

JE.  JEerg.  Now  firs,  quite  our  felues  like  tall  men 
and  hardie. 

(ft.  (ftttgtattce.  On  afore  Truepenie,  holde  thyne  owne 
Annot, 

On  towarde  them  Tibet,  for  fcape  vs  they  can  not. 
Come  forth  Madge  Mumblecruft,  fo  ftande  fall  togither. 
JE.  JEerg.  God  fende  vs  a faire  day. 
fi.  flogtfter.  See  they  marche  on  hither. 

Jftib.  (ftalk.  But  miftreffe. 

(ft.  (ftrtgtattce.  What  fayft  you  ? 

Jftib.  Shall  I go  fet  our  goofe  ? 

(ft.  (ftugtatue.  What  to  do  ? 

Jftib.  To  yonder  Captain  I will  tume  hir  loofe 
And  fhe  gape  and  hifl'e  at  him,  as  fhe  doth  at  me, 

I durft  ieoparde  my  hande  fhe  wyll  make  him  flee. 

(ft.  (ftugtatue.  On  forward, 
fi.  Jioggter.  They  com. 

JE.  JEerg.  Stand. 

JL  Jtoggter.  Hold. 

JE.  JEerg.  Kepe 
fv.  fiogjster.  There. 

JE.  JEerg.  Strike. 

Ji.  fiogsiter.  Take  heede. 

(ft.  Cttgtance.  Wei  fayd  Truepeny. 

^rupettg.  Ah  whoorefons. 

(ft.  (ftttgtarue.  Wei  don  in  deede 
JE.  JEerg.  Hold  thine  owne  Harpax , downe  with 
them  Dobinet. 
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(£.  (Saxgtance.  Now  Madge,  there  Annot : nowfticke 
them  Tibet.  [knaue, 

^ib.  STalk.  All  my  chiefe  quarell  is  to  this  fame  little 
That  begyled  me  laft  day,  nothyng  fhall  him  faue. 
p.  pottgl).  Downe  with  this  litle  queane,  that  hath 
at  me  fuch  fpite, 

Saue  you  from  hir  maifter,  it  is  a very  fprite. 

(£.  (JTtt^tancc.  I my  felfe  will  mounfire  graunde 
captaine  vndertake, 
gi.  gioggter.  They  win  grounde. 

Itttrj.  Saue  your  felfe  fir,  for  gods  fake, 
gi.  gioggter.  Out,  alas,  I am  flaine,  helpe. 

Itters-  Saue  your  lelf. 
fk.  giog)&ter.  Alas. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  then,  haue  at  you  miflreffe. 
gi.  giogjster.  Thou  hittefl  me,  alas. 

|tt.  JEetj.  I wil  ftrike  at  Cuftance  here, 
gi.  gioggter.  Thou  hittefl  me. 

JE.  JEerg.  So  I wil. 

Nay  miflreffe  Guidance. 

jfe.  lioggter.  Alas,  thou  hittefl  me  flill. 

Hold. 

JE.  JEerg.  Saue  your  felf  fir. 
gi.  gioggter.  Help,  out  alas  I am  flain 
Jtt.  JEers-  Truce,  hold  your  hands,  truce  for  a 
piffing  while  or  twaine  : 

Nay  how  fay  you  Cuflance,  for  fauing  of  your  life, 

Will  ye  yelde  and  graunt  to  be  this  gentmans  wife  ? 

(£.  ([tatance.  Ye  tolde  me  he  loued  me,  call  ye  this 
loue  ? 

IE.  JEerj.  He  loued  a while  euen  like  a turtle  doue. 
(£.  (£ ustattce.  Gay  loue  God  faue  it,  fo  foone  hotte, 
fo  foone  colde, 

|E.  JEerg.  I am  fory  for  you : he  could  loue  you 
yet  fo  he  coulde. 

gi.  giogjSter.  Nay  by  cocks  precious  fhe  fhall  be 
none  of  mine. 

JE.  JEerg.  Why  fo  ? [kine. 

gi.  gioggter.  Come  away,  by  the  matte  fhe  is  man- 
I durfl  aduenture  the  Ioffe  of  my  right  hande, 
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If  fhee  dyd  not  flee  hir  other  hufbande  : 

And  fee  if  the  prepare  not  againe  to  fight. 

JE.  JEerg.  What  then  ? fainct  George  to  borow,  our 
Ladies  knight. 

$L.  JHoggter.  Slee  elfe  whom  fhe  will,  by  gog  fhe 
fhall  not  flee  mee. 

I®-  Pets-  How  then  ? \ 

ji.  Jloggter.  Rather  than  to  be  flaine,  I will  flee. 

(£.  (Sttgtaitce.  Too  it  againe,  my  knightsffes,  downe 
with  them  all. 

Jti.  JEioggter.  Away,  away,  away,  fhe  will  elfe  kyll 
vs  all. 

JE.  JEerg.  Nay  fticke  to  it,  like  an  hardie  man  and 
a tall. 

JKoggter.  Oh  bones,  thou  hittefl  me.  Away,  or 
elfe  die  we  fliall. 

|E.  JEerg.  Away  for  the  pafhe  of  our  fweete  Lord 
Iefus  Chrift. 

C.  Cttgtattce.  Away  loute  and  lubber,  or  I fliall  be 
thy  prieft.  Exeant  om. 

So  this  fielde  is  ours  we  haue  driuen  them  all  away. 

<&ib  gtalk.  Thankes  to  God  miflreffe,  ye  haue  had 
a faire  day. 

(!£.  Cttgtance.  Well  nowe  goe  ye  in,  and  make  your 
felfe  fome  good  cheere. 

Omnes  pariter.  We  goe. 

<£.  Ah  fir,  what  a field  we  haue  had  heere. 

<2L  Cttgtance.  Friend  Tnflram,  I pray  you  be  a 
witneffe  with  me. 

ST.  ^ntjStg.  Dame  Cuftance,  I fliall  depofe  for  your 
honeftie, 

And  nowe  fare  ye  well,  except  fome  thing  elfe  ye 
wolde. 

<£.  (£ugta:ttce.  Not  now,  but  when  I nede  to  fende  I 
will  be  bolde.  Exeat. 

I thanke  you  for  thefe  paines.  And  now  I wyll  get 
me  in, 

Now  Roifler  Doifter  will  no  more  wowyng  begin.  Ex. 
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Actus,  v.  Scsena.  j. 

dgooblttcke.  j&ttregbg. 

Ym  Surefby  my  truftie  man,  novve 
aduife  thee  well, 

And  fee  that  no  falfe  furmifes  thou 
me  tell, 

Was  there  fuch  adoe  about  Cuf- 
tance  of  a truth  ? 

jDttn.  jimre.  To  reporte  that  I 
hearde  and  fawe,  to  me  is  ruth, 
But  both  my  duetie  and  name  and  propretie, 

Wameth  me  to  you  to  Ihewe  fidelitie, 

It  may  be  well  enough,  and  I wyfhe  it  fo  to  be, 

She  may  hir  felfe  difcharge  and  trie  hir  honeftie, 

Yet  their  clayme  to  hir  me  thought  was  very  large, 

For  with  letters  rings  and  tokens,  they  dyd  hir  charge. 
Which  when  I hearde  and  fawe  I would  none  to  you 
bring.  [thing. 

<&.  Soobl.  No,  by  fainct  Marie,  I allowe  thee  in  that 
Alv  firra,  nowe  I fee  truthe  in  the  prouerbe  olde, 

All  things  that  flrineth  is  not  by  and  by  pure  golde, 

If  any  doe  lyue  a woman  of  honeftie, 

I would  haue  fworne  Chriftian  Cuftance  had  bene  ftiee. 
£tm  JSmre.  Sir,  though  I to  you  be  a feruant  true 
and  iuft. 

Yet  doe  not  ye  therfore  your  faithfull  fpoufe  myftruft. 
But  examine  the  matter,  and  if  ye  fhall  it  finde, 

To  be  all  well,  be  not  ye  for  my  wordes  vnkinde. 

(£.  <&oobl.  I (hall  do  that  is  right,  and  as  I fee 
caufe  why. 

But  here  commeth  Cuftance  forth,  we  flial  know  by 
and  by. 


So 
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Actus,  v.  Scaena.  ij. 

d.  distance.  darogn  doobhtcke.  jimresjbg. 

d.  dttjstance.  Ipl^^pfl  Come  forth  to  fee  and 

hearken  for  newes  good, 
For ''about  this  houre  is 
the  tyme  of  likelyhood, 
That  Gawyn  Goodlucke 
by  the  fayings  of  Surefby, 
Would  be  at  home,  and  lo  yond  I fee  hym  I. 

What  Gawyn  Goodlucke,  the  onely  hope  of  my  life, 
Welcome  home,  and  kyffe  me  your  true  efpoufed  wife. 
(Ha.  doob.  Nay  foft  dame  Cuflance,  I mull  firft  by 
your  licence, 

See  whether  all  things  be  cleere  in  your  confcience, 

I heare  of  your  doings  to  me  very  ftraunge. 

d.  distance.  What  feare  ye  ? that  my  faith  towardes 
you  fhould  chaunge?  [entangled, 

da.  doob.  I muft  needes  miftrufl  ye  be  elfewhere 
For  I heare  that  certaine  men  with  you  haue  wrangled 
About  the  promife  of  mariage  by  you  to  them  made, 
d.  Cttgtaiue.  Coulde  any  mans  reporte  your  minde 
therein  perfuade  ? [to  ftande  cleere, 

da.  doob.  Well,  ye  muft  therin  declare  your  felfe 
Elfe  I and  you  dame  Cuflance  may  not  ioyne  this  yere. 
d.  distance.  Then  woulde  I were  dead,  and  faire 
layd  in  my  graue, 

Ah  Surefby,  is  this  the  honeflie  that  ye  haue  ? 

To  hurt  me  with  your  report,  not  knowyng  the  thing. 
j©im  jimre.  If  ye  be  honefl  my  wordes  can  hurte 
you  nothing. 

But  what  I hearde  and  fawe,  I might  not  but  report, 
d.  dttgtaitce.  Ah  Lorde,  helpe  poore  widowes,  defli- 
tute  of  comfort.  [paflance. 

Truly  mofl  deare  fpoufe,  nought  was  done  but  for 
d.  doob.  But  fuchkyndeoffporting  is  homely  daliance. 
d.  dttjStattce.  If  ye  knewe  the  truthe,  ye  would  take 
all  in  good  parte.  [in  that  arte, 

da.  doob.  By  your  leaue  I am  not  halfe  well  fkilled 
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<&.  (JTttgtattte.  It  was  none  but  Roifter  Doifter  that 
foolifhe  mome.  [fcufe  than  none, 

da.  (Hoot).  Yea  Cuftance,  better  (they  fay)  a badde 
(£.  Cuftance.  Why  Triftram  Truftie  fir,  your  true 
and  faithfull  frende, 

Was  priuie  bothe  to  the  beginning  and  the  ende. 

Let  him  be  the  Iudge,  and  for  me  teftifie.  [verifie, 
- da.  dool).  I will  the  more  credite  that  he  fhall 
And  bicaufe  I will  the  truthe  know  een  as  it  is, 

I will  to  him  my  felfe,  and  know  all  without  miffe. 
Come  on  Sym  Surefby,  that  before  my  friend  thou  may 
Auouch  the  fame  wordes,  which  thou  dydft  to  me  fay. 

Exeant. 


Actus,  v.  Scaena.  iij. 

dljrijertiatt  Cugtance. 

Lorde,  howe  neceffarie  it 
is  nowe  of  dayes, 

That  eche  bodie  liue 
vprightly  all  maner 
wayes, 

For  lette  neuer  fo  little  a gappe  be  open, 

And  be  fure  of  this,  the  worft  fhall  be  fpoken 
Howe  innocent  ftande  I in  this  for  deede  or  thought? 
And  yet  fee  what  miftruft  towardes  me  it  hath  wrought 
But  thou  Lorde  knoweft  all  folkes  thoughts  and  eke 
And  thou  arte  the  deliuerer  of  all  innocentes.  [intents 
Thou  didft  helpe  the  aduoutreffe  that  the  might  be 
amended, 

Much  more  then  helpe  Lorde,  that  neuer  yll  intended. 
Thou  didft  helpe  Sufanna , wrongfully  accufed, 

And  no  leffe  doft  thou  fee  Lorde,  how  I am  now  abufed, 
Thou  didft  helpe  Hejler , when  fhe  fhould  haue  died, 
Helpe  alfo  good  Lorde,  that  my  truth  may  be  tried. 
Yet  if  Gawin  Goodlucke  with  Triftram  Trufty  fpeake. 
I truft  of  yll  report  the  force  ftiall  be  but  weake, 

And  loe  yond  they  come  fadly  talking  togither, 

I wyll  abyde,  and  not  ftirinke  for  their  comming  hither. 


<&.  (fTujstanee. 
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Actus,  v.  Scaena.  iiij 

(®atogn  C^ooblttcke.  Sfrisdram  Sfottsdie. 

€.  ('Tttjdance.  ^ttrejsbt). 


(fla.  (®oofo. 


was  it  none  other  than 


ye  to  me  reporte  ? 
STrigtram.  No,  and  here 
were  ye  wifhed  to  haue 
feene  the  fporte. 

(&a.  doob.  Woulde  I had,  rather  than  halfe  of  that 
in  my  purfe.  [was  no  wurfe, 

j&im  Sure.  And  I doe  muche  reioyce  the  matter 
And  like  as  to  open  it,  I was  to  you  faithfull, 

So  of  dame  Cuftance  honed  truth  I am  ioyfull. 

For  God  forfende  that  I (houlde  hurt  hir  by  falfe 
reporte.  [comforte. 

(&a.  <&oob.  Well,  I will  no  longer  holde  hir  in  dif- 
(£.  Cuftance.  Nowe  come  they  hitherwarde,  I trud 
all  (hall  be  well.  [nor  tongue  tell, 

^oob.  Sweete  Cuftance  neither  heart  can  thinke 
Howe  much  I ioy  in  your  conflant  fidelitie, 

Come  nowe  kiffe  me  the  pearle  of  perfect  honedie. 

<&.  Cujstattce.  God  lette  me  no  longer  to  continue 
in  lyfe, 

Than  I (hall  towardes  you  continue  a true  wyfe. 

(&a.  (floobl.  Well  now  to  make  you  for  this  fome 
parte  of  amendes, 

I (hall  defire  firfl  you,  and  then  fuche  of  our  frendes, 
As  (hall  to  you  feeme  bed,  to  fuppe  at  home  with  me, 
Where  at  your  fought  fielde  we  (hall  laugh  and  mery  be. 
Jinnt  And  midreffe  I befeech  you,  take  with 

me  no  greefe, 

I did  a true  mans  part,  not  widiyng  you  repreefe. 

(JT.  Cttjstanee.  Though  hadie  reportes  through  fur- 
mifes  growyng, 

May  of  poore  innocentes  be  vtter  ouerthrowyng, 

Yet  bicaufe  to  thy  maider  thou  had  a true  hart,  [part. 
And  I know  mine  owne  truth,  I forgiue  thee  for  my 
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(Ha.  (Hookl.  Go  we  all  to  my  houfe,  and  of  this  geare 
no  more. 

Goe  prepare  all  things  Sym  Surefby,  hence,  runne  afore. 
&im  Jmre.  I goe.  Ex. 

(H.  (Hoot).  But  who  commeth  yond,  M.  Merygreeke? 
d.  dttjStattce.  Roifler  Doiflers  champion,  I fhrewe 
his  beft  cheeke.  [hym  too. 

d.  drustg.  Roifler  Doifler  felfe  your  wower  is  with 
Surely  fome  thing  there  is  with  vs  they  haue  to  doe. 

Actus,  v.  Scaena.  v. 

|E.  JEerggreeke.  JUtpI)  floater.  (Hatogrt  (Hooklttek*. 
drtjstram  drogtie.  d.  distance. 

Ond  I fee  Gawyn  Goodlucke, 
to  whome  lyeth  my  mes- 
sage, 

I will  firft  falute  him  after  his 
long  voyage, 

And  then  make  all  thing  well  concerning  your  behalfe. 
JR.  Jioggter.  Yea  for  the  pafhe  of  God. 

JE.  JEert).  Hence  out  of  fight  ye  calfe, 

Till  I haue  fpoke  with  them,  and  then  I will  you  fet, 
1R.  Jtogjster.  In  Gods  name. 

|*t.  JtterS.  What  matter  Gawin  Goodluck  wel  met 
And  from  your  long  voyage  I bid  you  right  welcome 
(Ha.  (Hoot).  I thanke  you.  [home. 

JE.  JEcrp.  I come  to  you  from  an  honeft  mome. 

(Ha.  (Hook.  Who  is  that  ? 

JE.  JEerg.  Roifler  Doifler  that  doughtie  kite, 
d.  dttgtance.  Fye,  I can  fcarce  abide  ye  fhoulde  his 
name  recite.  [all  paft, 

JE.  JEerg.  Ye  mufl  take  him  to  fauour,  and  pardon 
He  heareth  of  your  returne,  and  is  full  yll  agafl. 

(Ha.  (Hoot).  I am  ryght  well  content  he  haue  with 
vs  fome  chere.  [be  there, 

d.  dtrgtattce.  Fye  vpon  him  beafl,  then  wyll  not  I 
(Ha.  (Hooth  Why  Cuflance  do  ye  hate  hym  more 
than  ye  loue  me  ? 


|E.  JEcrg. 
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(£.  (Shigtance.  But  for  your  mynde  fir,  where  he  were 
would  I not  be  ? % 

St.  Stnrgtg.  He  woulde  make  vs  al  laugh, 
p.  Perg.  Ye  nere  had  better  fport.  [vs  refort. 

<*Ioot).  I pray  you  fweete  Cuflance,  let  him  to 
C.  (Jfetance.  To  your  will  I affent. 
p.  Perg.  Why,  fuche  a foole'it  is, 

As  no  man  for  good  paflime  would  forgoe  or  miffe. 

(®.  (Jlootit.  Fet  him  to  go  wyth  vs. 
p.  perp.  He  will  be  a glad  man.  Ex. 

St.  Stru£t|).  We  mull  to  make  vs  mirth,  maintaine 
hym  all  we  can. 

And  loe  yond  he  commeth  and  Merygreeke  with  him. 
C.  CttJStattCC.  At  his  firll  entrance  ye  fhall  fee  I wyll 
him  trim. 

But  firll  letvs  hearken  the  gentlemans  wife  talke.  [Italke. 
St.  StrttiStg.  I pray  you  marke  if  euer  ye  fawe  crane  fo 


Actus,  v.  Scaena.  vj. 


ft.  fioteter. 
SooMucke. 

ft.  floater. 


p.  perpreeke.  C.  (tetance.  6. 
St.  Strustie.  j®.  jpougljtte.  Uarpas. 

[Ay  I then  be  bolde  ? 
p.  Perp.  I warrant  you 
on  my  worde, 

They  fay  they  lhall  be  ficke, 
but  ye  be  at  theyr  borde. 
ft.  fiopter.  Thei  wer  not  angry  then. 

|E.  per®.  Yes  at  firll,  and  made  Brange 
But  when  I fayd  your  anger  to  fauour  lhoulde  change, 
And  therewith  had  commended  you  accordingly, 

They  were  all  in  loue  with  your  mafhyp  by  and  by. 
And  cried  you  mercy  that  they  had  done  you  wrong, 
ft.  fiopter.  For  why,  no  man,  woman,  nor  childe 
can  hate  me  long.  [one  day, 

P P«8-  We  feare  (quod  they)  he  will  be  auenged 
Then  for  a peny  giue  all  our  liues  we  may. 
ft  floater.  Sayd  they  fo  in  deede. 
p.  Perg.  Did  they  ? yea,  euen  with  one  voice 
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He  will  forgiue  all  (quod  I)  Oh  how  they  did  reioyce. 
JR  JRoggter.  Ha,  ha,  ha.  [good  moode, 

Jft.  JEerg.  Goe  fette  hym  (fay  they)  while  he  is  in 
For  haue  his  anger  who  luft,  we  will  not  by  the  Roode. 

JR.  JRoggter.  I pray  God  that  it  be  all  true,  that  thou 
And  that  fhe  fight  no  more.  [hall  me  tolde, 

Jffi.  Jtterj.  I warrant  you,  be  bolde 
Too  them,  and  falute  them. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Sirs,  I greete  you  all  well. 

Omnes.  Your  maiflerfhip  is  welcom. 

C (Sfetanee.  Sauyng  my  quarell. 

For  fure  I will  put  you  vp  into  the  Efchequer. 

JE.  JEerg.  Why  fo  ? better  nay : Wherfore  ? 

<£.  (Jtatattce.  For  an  vfurer. 

JR.  JRoggter.  I am  no  vfurer  good  miftreffe  by  his 
armes.  [mans  harmes  ? 

|tt.  Jtttrg.  When  tooke  he  gaine  of  money  to  any 
S.  (Jttgtanee.  Yes,  a fowle  vfurer  he  is,  ye  fhall 
fee  els.  [no  mo  quarels  ? 

JR.  Poster.  Didll  not  thou  promife  fhe  would  picke 
(£.  (Ztetance.  He  will  lende  no  blowes,  but  he  haue 
in  recompence 

Fiftene  for  one,  whiche  is  to  muche  of  confcience. 

JR.  JRoggter.  Ah  dame,  by  the  auncient  lawe  of 
armes,  a man 

Hath  no  honour  to  foile  his  handes  on  a woman. 

C.  And  where  other  vfurers  take  their 

gaines  yerely, 

This  man  is  angry  but  he  haue  his  by  and  by. 

<&a.  600DI.  Sir,  doe  not  for  hir  fake  beare  me  your 
difpleafure.  [at  leafure. 

JE.  '|Eerg.  Well,  he  (hall  with  you  talke  therof  more 
Vpon  your  good  vfage,  he  will  now  fhake  your  hande. 
JR.  Jiog^Ur.  And  much  heartily  welcome  from  a 
flraunge  lande. 

|tterS.  Be  not  afearde  Gawyn  to"  let  him  fhake 
your  fyfl.  [I  will. 

<®a.  (&00M.  Oh  the  mofle  honefte  gentleman  that  ere 
I befeeche  your  mafhyp  to  take  payne  to  fuppe  with  vs. 
ja.  Fie  fhall  not  fay  you  nay  and  I too,byIefus. 
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Bicaufe  ye  fhall  be  friends,  and  let  all  quarels  pafie. 
gl.  gioggter.  I wyll  be  as  good  friends  with  them  as 
ere  I was.  [haue  a fong. 

JR.  JRerg.  Then  let  me  fet  your  quier  that  we  may 
gi.  gloggter.  Goe.  [yeare  long. 

(S.  (^ooblttck.  I haue  hearde  no  melodie  all  this 
Come  on  firs  quickly. 

gl  giogtfter.  Sing  on  firs,  for  my  frends  fake. 

p.  pottgl).  Cal  ye  thefe  your  frends  ? 

gi.  giogjster.  Sing  on,  and  no  mo  words  make. 

Here  they  fing. 

(&a.  (floob.  The  Lord  preferue  our  mofl  noble 
Queene  of  renowne, 

And  hir  virtues  rewarde  with  the  heauenly  crowne. 

C.  Cttgtarue.  The  Lorde  (Lengthen  hir  moll  excel- 
lent Maiellie, 

Long  to  reigne  ouer  vs  in  all  profperitie.  [to  defende, 
5k  5Trttj$t|).  That  hir  godly  proceedings  the  faith 
He  may  llablilhe  and  maintaine  through  to  the  ende. 
JR.  JRerg.  God  graunt  hir  as  fhe  doth,  the  Gofpell 
to  protect, 

Learning  and  vertue  to  aduaunce,  and  vice  to  corredt. 
gt.  giogjSter.  God  graunt  hir  louyng  fubiects  both 
the  minde  and  grace, 

Hir  moft  godly  procedyngs  worthily  to  imbrace.  [profper, 
Harpax . Hir  highneffe  mofl  worthy  counfellers  God 
With  honour  and  loue  of  all  men  to  minifler. 

Omnes.  God  graunt  the  nobilitie  hir  to  feme  and  loue, 
With  all  the  wdiole  commontie  as  doth  them  behoue. 

AMEN. 

Certaine  Songs  to  be  fong  by 

thofe  which  Jhall  vfe  this  Comedie  or  Enterlude. 

^ 5flt)e  $ecottke  $ong. 

kfiTTHo  fo  to  marry  a minion  Wyfe, 

(VJr  ^ath  hadde  good  chaunce  and  happe, 

Mufl  loue  hir  and  cherilhe  hir  all  his  life, 

And  dandle  hir  in  his  lappe. 
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If  {he  will  fare  well,  yf  {lie  wyll  go  gay, 

A good  hufbande  euer  flyll, 

What  euer  (he  lull  to  doe,  or  to  fay, 

Mull  lette  hir  haue  hir  owne  will. 

About  what  affaires  fo  euer  he  goe, 

He  mufl  {hewe  hir  all  his  mynde, 

None  of  hys  counfell  fhe  may  be  kept  free, 

Elfe  is  he  a man  vnkynde. 

%\ je  fottrtl)  $ott£. 

fMun  be  maried  a Sunday 
I mun  be  maried  a Sunday, 

Who  foeuer  {hall  come  that  way, 

I mun  be  maried  a Sunday. 

Royller  Doyfter  is  my  name, 

Royfter  Doyfter  is  my  name, 

A luftie  brute  I am  the  fame, 

I mun  be  maried  a Sunday. 

Chriftian  Cuftance  haue  I founde, 

Chriftian  Cuftance  haue  I founde, 

A Wydowe  worthe  a thoufande  pounde, 

I mun  be  maried  a funday. 

Cuftance  is  as  fweete  as  honey, 

Cuftance  is  as  fweete  as  honey, 

I hir  lambe  and  {he  my  coney, 

I mun  be  maried  a Sunday. 

When  we  {hall  make  our  weddyng  feaft, 

When  we  {hall  make  oure  weddyng  feaft, 

There  {hall  bee  cheere  for  man  and  beaft, 

I mun  be  maried  a Sunday. 

I mun  be  maried  a Sunday,  etc. 

The  PJalmocLie 

m ^Lacebo  dilexi,  [die, 

AR?  Maifter  Roifter  D oilier  wil  {freight  go  home  and 
viA  Our  Lorde  Iefus  Chrift  his  foule  haue  mercie vpon : 
Thus  you  fee  to  day  a man,  to  morrow  Iohn. 
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Yet  fairing  for  a womans  extreeme  crueltie, 

He  might  haue  lyued  yet  a moneth  or  two  or  three, 
But  in  fpite  of  Cuflance  which  hath  him  weried, 

His  mafhyp  fhall  be  worfhipfully  buried. 

And  while  fome  piece  of  his  foule  is  yet  hym  within, 
Some  parte  of  his  funeralls  let  vs  here  beginne. 

Dirige.  He  will  go  darklyng  to  his  graue. 

Neque  lux,  neque  crux , nifi  folum  clinke, 

Neuer  gentman  fo  went  toward  heauen  I thinke. 

Yet  firs  as  ye  wyll  the  bliffe  of  heauen  win, 

When  he  commeth  to  the  graue  lay  hym  foftly  in, 

And  all  men  take  heede  by  this  one  Gentleman, 

How  you  fette  your  loue  vpon  an  vnkinae  woman : 
For  thefe  women  be  all  fuche  madde  pieuilh  elues, 
They  wyll  not  be  woonne  except  it  pleafe  them  felues. 
But  in  faith  Cuflance  if  euer  ye  come  in  hell, 

Maifter  Roifler  Doifler  fhall  feme  you  as  well,  [knaue. 
Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  Farewel  Roger  olde 
Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  knaue,  knap. 

Nequando . Audiui  vocem.  Requiem  ceternam. 

^he  fknle  nf  Mies  rottg  bp  the  parish  (Elerb, 

ant)  Jiotgter  poigterg  fottre  men. 

fet  Pell  a triple. 

When  dyed  he?  When  dyed  he? 

5d)e  gecottbe. 

We  haue  hym,  We  haue  hym. 

Stye  tfjirbe 

Royfler  Doyfler,  Royfler  Doyfler. 

5h!)e  fottrtl)  Pell. 

He  commeth,  He  commeth. 

Sil)e  igreate  Pell. 

Our  owne,  Our  owne. 
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lowe  of  Corpus  Christi  College  in  Oxford,  and  nowe  by  him  at  this 
seconde  edition  newlie  perused  and  corrected,  and  also  with  druers 
notes  in  themargent  augmented.  London.  [1556].  One  Shilling. 
Vol.  VI.— Containing  Nos.13&14;  in  green  cloth,  red  edges*.  Three  Shillings. 


15.  GEORGE  PUTTENHAM. 

The  Arte  of  English  Poesie.  Contriued  into 
three  Bookes  : The  first  of  Poets  and  Poesie,  the  second  of  Pro- 
portion, the  third  of  Ornament.  London.  1589.  Two  Shillings. 
Vol.  V 1 1 .— N o.  1 5 ; in  green  cloth,  red  edges Half  a Crown. 

16.  JAMES  HO  WELL,  Historiographer RoyaltoCh.il. 
INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  FORREINE  TRAVELL. 

Shewing  by  what  cours , and  in  what  compasse  of  time,  one  may 
take  an  exact  Survey  of  the  Kingdomes  and  States  of  Christen- 
dome,  and  arrive  to  the  practical!  knowledge  of  the  Languages, 
to  good  purpose.  London.  1642.  Collated  with  the  edition  of  ! 
1650;  and  in  its  ‘new  Appendix  for  Travelling  into  Turkey  and 
the  Levant  parts’  added.  Sixpence.  [June.  1 

17.  The  earliest  known  English  comedy. 

NICH  OL  AS  U DA  L L , Master  of  Eton. 

ROISTER  DOISTER,  [from  the  unique  copy  at  Eton  Col-  j 
lege].  1566.  Sixpence.  [ July . 1 


18.  The  Revelation  to  the  Monk  of  Eves- 
ham. He  begynnyth  a mervelous  revelacion  that  was  schewyd 
of  almighty  god  by  sent  Nycholas  to  amonkeof  Euyshamme  yn 
the  days  of  Kynge  Richard  the  fyrst.  And  the  yere  of  our  lord. 
M.  C.  Lxxxxvi.  [F rom  the  unique  copy,  printed  about  1 49 1 , in  the 
British  Museum].  Sixpence.  [July. 


19.  JAMES  VI.  of  Scotland,  I.  of  England. 

(1)  THE  ESSAYES  OF  A PRENTISE,  IN  THE 
Divine  Arte  of  Poesie.  Edinburgh  1585. 
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(2)  A Counter  Blaste  to  Tobacco.  London. 
1604.  Sixpence.  [Aug. 

Vol.  VI 1 1 . —Containing  Nos.  1 6 , 1 7, 1 8,  and  1 9 ; in  green  cloth,  red  edges . . 

Kalf  a Crown. 

20.  FRANCIS  BACON. 

A Harmony  of  the  ESSAYES,  &c.  The  four  principal  texts 
appearing  in  parallel  columns  ; viz.  : — 

(1)  Essayes.  Religious  Meditations.  Places  of  perswasion 

and  disswasion.  London  1597.  (10  Essays.) 

Of  the  Coulers  of  good  and  euill  a fragment.  1597. 

(2)  The  Writings  of  Sr  Francis  Bacon  Knt : the  Kinges  Sollici- 

tor  Generali : in  Moralitie,  Policie,  and  Historie.  Hcirleicin  MS. 
5106.  Transcribed  bet.  1607-12.  (34  Essays.) 

(3)  The  Essaies  of  Sr  Francis  Bacon  Knight,  the  Kings 

Solliciter  Generali.  London.  1612.  (38  Essays.) 

(4)  The  Essayes  or  Counsels,  Ciuill  and  Morall,  of  Francis 

Lo.  Verulam  Viscount  St.  Albans.  Newly  Written.  1625. 
(58  Essays.)  Three  Shillings.  [Sept. 

Vol.  I X-— No.  20 ; in  green  cloth,  red  edges. . . .Three  Shillings  & Sixpence. 

21.  Sir  ROBERT  NA  UNTON,  Master  of  the  Court 

of  Wards. 

FRAGMENTA  REGALIA:  or,  Observations  on  the  late 
Queen  Elizabeth,  her  Times,  and  Favourites.  [Second  Edition. 
London]  1642.  Sixpence.  [ Sept . 

22.  THOMAS  WATSON,  Student  at  law. 

(1)  THE  EKaTo/ui7ra6la  or  Passionate  Centurie  of  Loue. 
Divided  into  two  parts  : whereof  the first  expresseth  the  Authors 
sufferance  in  Loue  : the  latter,  his  long  farewell  to  Loue  and  all 
his  tyrannie.  Composed  by  Thomas  Watson  Gentleman ; and 
published  at  the  request  of  certaine  Gentlemen  his  very  frendes. 
London  [1582.] 

(2)  MELIBCEUS  T.  Watsoni,  sive,  Ecloga  in  obitum  F. 
Walsinghami,  &c.  Londini,  1590. 

(3)  An  EGLOGUE,  & c.,  Written  first  in  latine  [the  above 
Melibceus]  by  Thomas  Watson  Gentleman  and  now  by  him- 
selfe  translated  into  English.  London,  1590. 

(4)  The  Tears  of  Fancy,  or  Loue  disdained.  [From 
the  unique  copy,  wanting  Sonnets  ix.-xvi.,  in  the  possession  of  S. 
Christie-Miller,  Esq.]  London,  1593*  Eighteen  Pence.  [Oct. 
Vol.  X.  Containing  Nos.  21  and  22,  in  green  cloth,  red  edges.  .Half  a Crown. 

23.  ROGER  AS  CHAM. 

THE  SCHOLEMASTER,  Or  plaine  and  perfite  way  of 
teachyng  children,  to  vnderstand,  write,  and  speake,  the  Latin 
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tong,  but  specially  purposed  for  the  priuate  brynging  vp  of  youth 
in  lentlemen  and  Noble  mens  houses,  and  commodious  also  for 
all  such,  as  haue  forgot  the  Latin  tonge,  and  would,  by  themselues, 
without  a Scholemaster,  in  short  tyme,  and  with  small  paines, 
recouer  a sufficient  habilitie,  to  vnderstand,  write,  and  speake 
Latin.  London.  1570.  One  Shilling.  \Oct. 

24.  WILLIAM  HA  BING  TO  A 

CASTARA.  The  third  Edition.  Corrected  and  augmented. 
London.  1640.  With  the  variations  of  the  two  previous 
editions.  One  Shilling.  [Nov. 

Vol.  X I —Containing  N os-  23  and  24 ; in  green  cloth,  red  edges . . Haifa  Crown. 

25.  JOHN  HALL. 

HORvE  VAGIVvE,  or  Essays.  Some  occasional!  consider- 
ations. London.  1646.  Sixpence.  [Nov. 

26.  (1)  The  earliest  known  English  tragedy;  and  also  the  earliest 
English  play  in  blank  verse. 

T H OMA  S SA  CK  VIL  LE , afterwards  Lord  Buck- 
hurst,  and  Earl  of  Dorset : and 
THOM  A S NOR  T ON,  of  Sharfenhoe  (Beds). 

IT  THE  TRAGEDIE  OF  FERREX  AND  PORREX, 
set  forth  without  addition  or  alteration  but  altogether  as  the 
same  as  shewed  on  stage  before  the  Queenes  Maiestie,  about  nine 
yeares  past,  vz.  the  xviij  day  of  Ianuarie.  1561.  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Inner  Temple.  London.  [1570.] 

Collated  with  the  surreptitious  edition  ‘The  Tragedie  of 
Gorboduc/  of  1565. 

(2)  SACK VILLES' s The  Induction  to  The  Com- 

ftl ay  nt  of Henry e duke  of  Buckingham,  from  the  second  edition  of 
A My rrovr  for  Magistrates.  London.  1563.  One  Shilling.  [Dec. 

27.  Sir  RICHARD  GRENVILLE. 

Fight  IN  THE  s Revenge.’  (i)  A report  [written  by 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh]  of  the  Truth  of  the  fight  about  the  Isles 
of  Acores,  this  last  Sommer.  Betwixt  the  Reuenge,  one  of  her 
Maiesties  Shippes,  And  an  Armada  of  the  King  of  Spain e. 
London.  1591.  [From  the  Grenville  copy.] 

(2)  The  most  Honorable  Tragedie  of  Sir  Richarde  Grinuille, 
Knight  (.*.)  Bramo  assai,  poco  spero , nulla  chieggio.  [By 
Gervase  Markham]  London.  1595.  [Two  copies  only  are 
known,  Mr.  Grenville’s  cost  ^40.]  Sixpence.  [Dec. 

Vol.  X 1 1 .—Containing  Nos.  25,  26,  and  27 ; in  green  cloth,  red  edges.  .Half 

a Crown. 
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June  1869. 

The  publication  of  the  ‘English  Reprints’  passed  into  the  Editor’s 
hands  on  the  1st  of  May  last.  An  inevitable  cessation  in  the  issue  of 
new  works  ensued : but  with  the  appearance  of  Howell’s  Instructions , 
<fw.,  the  Series  resumes  its  growth. 

A few  changes  have  been  made  as  to  works  in  immediate  preparation. 
(1)  Roister  Doister  can  be  published  for  Sixpence.  (2)  An  early  printed 
rarity,  The  Revelation  to  the  Monk  of  Evesham,  has  therefore  been  inter- 
polated. (3)  Elyot’s  Governor  has  been  postponed  to  next  year.  (4) 
In  its  stead  Naunton’s  Fragmenta  Regalia , and  Watson’s  eKaTo/nraOia, 
&c.  have  been  inserted. 

It  is  a great  gratification  to  bring  back  from  oblivion  the  works  of  so 
elegant  a poet  as  Thomas  Watson,  of  whose  renown  in  his  own  age 
Francis  Meres  thus  testifies  in  his  Falladis  Tamia , 1598. 

‘As  Italy  had  Dante , Boccace,  Petrarch,  Tasso,  Celiano,  and  Ariosto : so  Eng- 
land had  Mathew  Roydon,  Thomas  Atchelow,  Thomas  Watson,  Thomas  Kid, 
Robert  Greene  and  George  Peele.'—p.  282,  b. 

* As  Theocritus  in  Greeke,  Virgil  and  Mantua7i  in  Latine,  Sanazar  in  Italian, 
and  the  Authour  of  Amyntce  Gaudia  and  Walsinghams  Melibceus  are  the  best  for 
pastorall '—p.  284,  a. 

There  is,  however,  further  gratulation  in  that  S.  Christie-Miller,  Esq. 
has  generously  consented  to  the  printing  of  Watson’s  The  Tears  of  Fancy, 
the  unique  copy  of  which  forms  one  of  the  gems  of  his  remarkable  col- 
lection at  Brit  well.  Altogether,  therefore,  the  Reprint  will  include 

above  150  Sonnets,  besides  the  Latin-English  elegy  Melibceus. 

The  temporary  loan  of  original  editions  greatly  facilitates  the  work. 
Gentlemen  who  may  be  willing  so  to  trust  the  Editor  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  him  a considerable  time  in  advance  of  date  of  publi- 
cation. 

The  Series  will  continue  perpetually  on  sale.  Profit  is  sacrificed  to 
cheapness : and  cheapness  aimed  at,  in  order  that  purchasers  may 
acquire  not  a few  works  simply,  but  the  entire  series.  Every  endeavour 
is  made  that  the  selection  shall  be  representative  of  the  national  litera- 
ture, as  well  as  varied  and  interesting  in  itself : while  scrupulous  care 
is  bestowed  upon  each  book.  It  may  not  therefore  be  presumption  to 
bespeak  unceasing  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  readers  of  English. 

The  Large  Paper  edition  will  be  continued  in  the  autumn. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  undersigned. 


EDWARD  ARBER. 


3EttQlt0t)  lUpimtish 


Summary  of  Issues,  &o, 


Authors.  Works. 


Fcap.  8vo. 


Stiff  Covers,  Bevelled 
either  cut  or  green  Cloth, 


Fcap.  4to. 

Large  paper 
Edition. 


uncut  edges,  red  edges.  Stiff  Covers. 


Ready. 
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